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PREFACE 


The new syllabus of Social Studies devised by the 
National Council of Educational Research and Train- 
ing has necessitated the writing of new books on this 
subject. In the Junior Middle stage, separate books on 
the subjects of History, Geography and Civics are re- 
quired. The present book ‘New History of India’ is an 
attempt to cater for the needs of the students of 
‘class VII. 

The book has been prepared in strict conformity 
with the syllabus prescribed for this standard and con- 
tains material quite up-to-date. The language is simple 
yet impressive. The level of maturity of the students of 
age group 11-12 years has been kept in steady view. 
An effort has been made to present the matter in a sim- 
ple, lucid and connected style. 


A special feature of the book is the Glossary given 
at the end of each chapter. It helps the student add to 
his vocabulary with accurate pronunciation based on 
two most commonly used dictionaries -The Concise 
Oxford Dictionary and Chambers’s Twentieth Century 
Dictionary. 


We feel delighted to place this book in the hands 
-of our readers and are confident that it will meet their 
need. Any suggestions for the improvement of the book 
shall be thankfully received. 
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THE RAJPUT PERIOD rigs 
a 7 
(650 A.D.—1200 A.D.) 


Harshavardhana was the last Hindu emperor. 
He-was strong and able enough to keep the country 
united. But his death proved a signal for the break- 
up of his empire. India again lost her political unity 
anda large number of independent kingdoms arose. 
Each kingdom was under a Rajput ruler. These rulers 
were always fighting against one another. As a result, 
there was disorder everywhere. Anyhow, it was a 
period for the rise of the Rajput kingdoms. So it is 
known as the Rajput Period. 


ORIGIN OF THE RAJPUTS 

Nothing exact can be said about the origin of the 
Rajputs. A legend goes that Parshurama killed all the 
Kshatriyas. This left the Brahmanas unprotected. So 
they held a yagya at Mount Abu for 40 days. Four 
heroes came out of the yagya fire and each of them 
founded a clan. Thus the Pratihara, the Parmara, the 
Chauhan and the Solanki tribes were created. They 
called themselves Agni-kul Rajputs. 

Some scholars think that the Rajputs were the 
descendants of foreign tribes -the Huns, the Shakas, 
the Gurjaras etc. The legend told above may be true 
in the sense that these foreigners were Hinduised as 
Kshatriyas through a yagya held at Mount Abu. 

Some native tribes also took to war and politics. 
They also were ranked with the Rajputs. The Rashtra- 
kutas, the Rathors, the Chandelas and the Bundelas 
were these native tribes. 


K 


Ar 
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Some Rajput tribes claim their origin from the 
Suryavansha (family of Lord Rama) and the Chandra- 
vansha (family of Lord Krishna). 


So the origin of the Rajputs is obscure. We can 
say that the Rajput clans included foreigners as well as 
native warlike people. They developed common tradi- 


tions and qualities like truthfulness, honesty, heroism: 
and boldness. 


RAJPUT KINGDOMS IN NORTH INDIA 


As mentioned before, the country came to be 
divided into different units after the death of Harsha. 
Gujarat declared independence under the Maitraka 
rulers and Yashovarman became powerful in Kanauj. 
Kashmir was ruled by the Karkota dynasty. Lalita- 
ditya (724-760) was a powerful ruler of Kashmir, who 
conquered Kanauj, Magadha and Bengal. He defeated 
the rulers of Malwa and Gujarat also. In like manner, 
some other powers also were developing. 


The Pratihara Kingdom. The Gurjara-Pratiharas were 
a foreign tribe, who came to India in the 6th century 
A.D. They, at first, settled in Marwar but later spread 
to Malwa also. After their Hinduisation, they came to 
be known as Pariharas. They were warlike people who 
checked the advance of the Arabs into the heart of the 


country. They were always at war with the Rashtra- 
kutas of Deccan. 


Vatsaraj was a powerful Pratihara 
tuler, who conquered Kanauj and Bengal. The most 
important Pratihara ruler was Bhoja I (840-890). He 
had a large empire including Punjab, Rajputana, Cent- 
ral India, North India and Gujarat. His son Mahendra- 
pala (890-908) conquered Biha 


r also. But soon after 
his death, the Rashtrakutas defeated the Pratiharas. 
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Now the power of the Pratiharas began to decline. 
The rulers under them began to be independent in their 
own areas. In 1018, the Pratihara kingdom consisted 
only of a district around Kanauj when Mahmud Ghaz- 
navi defeated Rajyapal Pratihara. About 1085, the 
Gaharwaras conquered Kanauj and the Pratihara king- 
dom came to an end. 


The Pala Kingdom. About 750 A.D. the people 
of Vang (Eastern Bengal) and Gauda (Western Bengal) 
raised one Gopala to the throne. He is believed to be 
the founder of the Pala kingdom. His son Dharmpala 
was the greatest king of this line. He ruled till 794 A.D. 
and under him this kingdom became very important. 
His son Devapala, was equally brave. He was a true 
patron of learning also. He built many temples and 
rebuilt the famous temple at Nalanda. He received an 
embassy from Balaputradeva, the ruler of Swarndweep 
(Sumatra). He shifted his capital from Lakshmanvati 
to Monghyr. 


After him, the Pala power declined. The Prati- 
hara ruler Bhoja I and his son Mahendrapala attacked 
the Pala kingdom. A part of it was annexed to the 


Pratihara kingdom. 


Mahipala I restored the glory of this kingdom. 
He was the 9th king of this line and ruled about 1026 
A.D. He fought against the Cholas and the Chedis. 
After him, the Pala kingdom again became weak. 
About the end of the eleventh century Vijaysen ended. 
this dynasty. He founded the Sena kingdom. 


RAJPUT KINGDOMS IN SOUTH INDIA 
The Rashtrakuta Kingdom. The Rashtrakutas 
were native Rajputs. They had their rule in Maha- 
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rashtra. You have already read about Dantidurga 
Rashtrakuta, who ruled from 753 A.D. to 760 A.D. He 


defeated the Chalukyas of Vatapi and founded the 
Rashtrakuta dynasty. 


Later on, Dantidurga became unpopular. He 


was deposed in 760 A.D. and his uncle Krishna I 
succeeded him. He ruled till 775 A.D. and built 
several temples. He was succeeded by his son Dhruva, 
who made a bid to set up an empire. He defeated the 
Pratiharas and the Palas. He was succeeded by Govind 
TII who was accepted as the overlord of North India. 


Amoghvarsha (815-877) was the most famous 
Rashtrakuta ruler. He wasa follower of Jainism and 
had friendly relations with the Arabs. Another Rashtra- 
kuta ruler Krishna II defeated the Cholas in 949 A.D. 
After him the power of the Rashtrakutas declined. Taila 


II overthrew the Rashtrakuta power and founded the 
Chalukya dynasty of Kalvani in 973 A.D. 


The Chola Kingdom. You have already read about 
the early Cholas, who were powerful people. They 
mportance in the last quarter of the 


century. Aditya Chola defeated the Pallayas an 
quered Tanjore, 


ninth 
d con- 


Rajaraja the Great was the 
who ruled from 985 A.D. to 1018 A.D. He conquered 


Ceylon, Mysore, Coorg and Kalinga. He had a strong 
fleet. He built a fine Shiva Temple at Tanjore. 


greatest Chola ruler, 


His son and Successor Rajendra Chola was a 
great warrior like his father. He conquered Martaban, 
Pegu and Nicobar islands. His kingdom touched the 
Ganges in Bengal. He took the title of Gangeyakond 


mo 


and built a city named Cholapuram. He ruled from 


1018 A Da Ne ae 
e Chola kings ruled till th 
fourteenth century. “The rise of the a ee 
dom put an end to the Chola rule in 1379 A.D. $ 
Thus India had two reat Raj i 2 
north and two in the Caan ene: ead: 
kingdoms could not hold their own. They fates 
broke up into several smaller units. You will read 
about them in the next chapter. 
GLOSSARY 
Learn the spelling, pronunciation and meaning :— 
disord’ er, disor’-der Lawlessness 


Disorder 
Origin au'-rijin, aur'-ijin Start 
Legend la -jend, laj’-end Traditional story 
Descendant di-sen'-dent Person down in the family 
Hinduise hin’doo-iyz To make Hindu 
Obscure ob-skyor’ Not clear 
Warlike war'-lyk'" Loving war 
Annex aneks’ To attach 
Overthrow over-thro’ To destroy 
SUMMARY 


w the country into disorder. The unity 
was shattered. Two great powers—the Pratiharas and the Palas— 
tose in North India. Two great powers —the Rashtrakutas and the 
-Cholas — became powerful in South India. Each of these powers 
was trying to become supreme. All of them were Rajput powers. 

The origin of the Rajputs is not certain. Some people be- 
lieve that they Were born out of a yagya fire. Others say that 
foreigners were Hinduised as Rajputs. These four big kingdoms 
further broke up into local dynasties 

EXERCISE 

s the period from 650 A.D. to 1200 A.D. known 


Harsha’s death thre 


I. Whyi 
as the Rajput Period ? 
JI. What do you know about the origin of the Rajputs ? 
notes on the two big kingdoms that were 


WI. Write short ` 
established in North India after Harsha’s death. 
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TV. 


V. 


VI. 


VII. 


VIII. 


In the outline map 


Write detailed notes on :— 

(a) the Rashtrakutas (b) The Later Cholas. 

Fill up the blanks :— 

(a) The Agni-kul Rajputs included for class—— 
m a oand a 


(b) Four native Rajput clans were, 


> 


——,——,— and 


(c) Lalitaditya Karkota ruled from--.—to—— over the 
State of——. 


(d) The Pratiharas checked the progress of the—— into 
the heart of the country. 


(e) Mahmud Ghaznayi defeated ——Pratihara in 1018 
A.D. 


Tick off the correct statements :— 


(i) The Gaharwaras put an end to the Pratihara king- 
dom in 1085 A.D. 
(ii) The founder of the Pala kingdom was Dantidurga. 
(iii) Balaputradeva was the ruler of Java. 
(iv) Devpal received an embassy from Balaputradeva. 
(v) Pala kingdom was overthrown by Vijaysen. 


Match columns 4 and B :— 
A B 
1. Amoghvarsh was the l. overthrown by Taila II 
2. Rashtrakuta kingdom was 2. from 840 A. D. to 890 
A.D. 
3. Vatsaraj was a 3. son of the Rajaraja- 
the Great 


4. Bhoj I ruled 
5. Rajendra Chola was the 5 


A 


- Pratihara ruler 


+ Sreatest Rashtrakuta. 
ruler, 


first column against the 
n :— 


Match the kings given in the 
tribes given in the second colum 


Kings Tribes 
1. Mahendrapal 1. Pala 
2. Gopal 2. Chola 
3: Dantidurga 3. Chalukya 
4. Rajendra 4. Rashtrakuta 
5. Taila IJ 5. Parihara 


THINGS TO DO 


of India show Kalyani Kanauj, Mount 
Abu, Monghyr and Tanjore. 
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CHAPTER II 
BREAK-UP OF RAJPUT KINGDOMS 
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You have read that four great kingdoms— two in : 


the north and two in the south—arose in India after the 
death of Harsha. These big kingdoms further broke up 
into local dynasties after some time. In this way a 
number of smaller kingdoms came to be set up all over 
the country. 

BREAK-OF PRATIHARA KINGDOM 

When the power of the Pratiharas declined, a 
number of small principalities arose. The most impor- 
tant of them are mentioned below : 

The Chandelas of Bundelkhand. The Chandelas. 
broke away from the Pratihara kingdom about 925 A.D. 
under Yashovarman. Yashovarman made his capital at 
Mahoba in Jejakbhukti (modern Bundelkhand). He was 
a good warrior, who conquered Kalanjar and made it 
the centre of Chandela power. Dhanga (950-998 A.D.) 
was the most famous Chandela ruler. He built the 
famous temple at Khajuraho. His son and successor 
was Ganda. Kirtivarman was the last great Chandela 
king. He was a lover of art and learning. He construc- 
ted a big lake in Mahoba hills. The last Chandela king 
was Parmardi Dev or Parmal Dev (1165-1203 A.D.), who 
was defeated by Prithvi Raj Chauhan in 1182 A.D. 
Qutub-ud-din Aibak broke the power of the Chandelas. 

The Chedis of Dahala. The Chedis had their 
kingdom to the south of Bundelkhand. This part of the 
country was known as Dahala (modern Baghelkhand). 
The capital of this kingdom was at Tripuri. The most 
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powerful Chedi ruler was Gangeyadey Vikramaditya 
(1010-40 A.D.). The next king Karna (1040-70 A.D.) 
was defeated by Kirtivarman Chandela. So he was 
forced to build his new capital at Karnavati. He built a 
Shiva temple also at Banaras. The last Chedi ruler was 
killed in 1196 by the Yadev ruler of Deva giri. 


The Paramaras of Malwa. The Paramara dynasty 
was founded by Krishna Raja. The most important 
ruler of this line was Munja. He wasa great warrior 
and scholar. He defeated the Chalukya king Taila II 


six times. But the seventh time he himself was captured 
and killed. 


Raja Bhoja was the most famous king of this line. 
He ruled from 1018 to 1060 A.D. He constructed a lake 
near Bhopal. It is called Bhojpur Lake. Bhoj had his 
capital at Dhara. In 1060 he was defeated by the com- 
bined forces of the Chedi and Solanki rulers. After him 
the Paramara rulers were very weak. Bhoja II was 


defeated by Ala-ud-din Khalji in 1305 and this dynasty 
came to an end. 


The Solankis of Gujarat. This dynasty broke away 
from the Pratihara kingdom under Mulraj I about 
950 A.D, He made his capital at Anhilwada. The most 
famous Solanki ruler was Kumarpal (1143-74 A.D.). He 
was a follower of Jainism. After him the power of this 
dynasty broke down. Its last ruler was Karnadey IT who 
was popularly known as Rai Karan Baghela. 
defeated by a general of Ala-ud- 
annexed to the Delhi empire. 


He was 
din Khalji. Gujarat was 


The Chauhans of Ajmer. 
Shakambhari (modern Sambha 
they made their centre at Ajme 


The Chauhans ruled in 
r) in Rajputana. Then 
r. Bisaldevy was a warrior 
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Chauhan king, who conquered Haryana (Delhi and 
Gurgaon districts) from the Tomaras in 1164 A.D. 
Prithviraj was the most important king of this line. He 
married Samyukta, the daughter of the Gaharwada 
chief of Kanauj in 1178 A-D- He defeated Mohammad 


Ghori in 1191. The very next year he was defeated, 
captured and killed by Mohammad Ghori. 


The Gaharwadas of Kanauj. We have seen that the 
provinces of the Pratihara empire broke away from 
it one by one. By 1909 A.D., the Gaharwadas ousted 
the Pratiharas from Kanauj. Govind Chandra (1114-54 
A.D.) was the most important ruler of this line. His 
grandson Jai Chandra (1170-1194 A.D.) was the last 
Gaharwada king. We know of his enmity with Prithvi- 
raj Chauhan, as the story of Samyukta’s swayamvar is 
very popular. Mohammad Ghori defeated and killed 
Jai Chandra in 1194. 


BREAK-UP OF THE PALA KINGDOM 

The Sen Dynasty. We have read in the last chapter 
that Vijaysen established an independent kingdom in 
Gaud. Vijaysen was the grandson of Samantsen who 
was the founder of his dynasty. The Sen kings hailed 
from South India. 

Vijaysen was succeeded by Ballalsen. He reorga- 
nised the caste system in his state. Under the Sens, 
Hinduism again became important in Bengal. Ballalsen 
was succeeded by his son Lakshmansen in 1119 A.D. He 
was a warrior and a patron of learning. Jaydeva, the 
author of Geet Govind, was his court poet. In 1199, the 
Khaljis put an end to the Sen rule. 


BREAK-UP OF SOUTHERN KINGDOMS 
Like the Pratiharas and the Palas, the Cholas and 
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the Rashtrakutas also declined in power. ; As a result, 
several new smaller kingdoms came into being. 


The Chalukyas of Kalyani. You have read in the 
last chapter that Taila II founded a new Chalukya king- 
dom at Kalyani in 973 A.D. He defeated Munja, the 
Paramara king of Malwa and conquered Malwa and 
Chedi. Taila was succeeded in 977 A.D. by his son 
Satyashraya, who was defeated by Rajaraja the Great. 
Someshwara avenged this defeat and killed the Chola 
king at the battle of Koppam. 


Vikramaditya VI was the most important Chalukya 
king. He made vast conquests. He conquered Malwa, 
Kalinga, Vanga, Gurjar Pradesh and Chera. He was a 
patron of learning. Bilhana was his court historian. 
Vigyaneshwar was a famous law-expert of his court. He 
wrote the famous law book Mitakshara. After his death 
n 1127, the power of this dynasty declined. In 1190, it 
was overthrown by the Yadavas of Deygiri. 

The Yadayas of Deygiri. 


| After the decline of the 
Chalukyas and thi 


line who fought 
But he was defeated 
47 A.D.) was the most famous 
ed Malwa, Gujarat, Mathura 


as in 119] A.D, 
a (1210- 
conquer: 


alji defeated Ramchandra- 

Da drade; died and his 

g alji powe i 

a ; s T. So Mailk Kafur 

T eated him and killed him mercilessly in 1318 i 
ynasty came to an end u aps ee 
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The Kakatiyas of Warangal. The Kakatiyas were 
previously under the Chalukyas of Kalyani. After their 
fall, the Kakatiyas established their power at Tailan- 
gana Ganapati was the most important Kakatiya ruler. 
He ruled for 62 years and conquered most of the neigh- 
bouring states. He was succeeded by his daughter Rud- 
rama who ruled for 30 years. Marcopolo visited her 
capital. He has praised her very much in his writings. 
The last king of this dynasty was Pratap Rudradev. 
Malik Kafur defeated him in 1310 and forced him to 


pay tribute. 
The Hoyasalas of Dwarasmudra. The Hoyasalas 


were relatives of the Yadavas. The founder of this line 
was Bittiga (1110-40 A.D.) also known as Vishnuvardhan, 
He defeated the Cheras, the Cholas and Pandyas. At 
first he was a Jain, but then he turned a Vaishnav. His 
grandson Vir Ballala (1291-1342), was a great warrior. 
He defeated the Yadavas. Malik Kafur defeated him 
and sacked Dwarasmudra in 1310. This kingdom finally 
merged into the Vijayangar empire. 

The Pandyas of Madura. You have already read 
about the Pandyas. The Cholas had overpowered them, 
but in 1251 Jayavarman Pandya recovered the power of 
his dynasty. He was 4 powerful king, who ruled over 
the whole of the eastern coast from Tellore to Cape 
Comorin till 1270 A.D. About 1300 A.D., there was a dis- 
pute for the throne of this dynasty between two brothers. 
Malik Kafur invaded the Pandya kingdom in 1310. At 
last this kingdom was annexed to the Vijayanagar 


empire. 
GLOSSARY 
Learn the spelling, pronunciation and meaning :— 
Principality prinsi’-pal -iti State 
skaul'-ar Learned person 


Scholar 
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Oust owst p Turn out 
Avenge avenj’ Take revenge 
Expert ek’ s-pert Specialist 
Sack sak’ Loot 


SUMMARY 
Pe eis death was followed by the rise of two great king- 
j teen a and the Pratihara—in North India and two great 
Safe z Rashtrukuta and the Chola—in South India. Later 
a Ae ingdoms declined and a large number of local dynasties 
ee ue The Chandelas, the Chedis, the Paramaras, the 
ae Is, t e Chauhans, the Gaharwadas and the Sens established 
er rules in North India. The Chalukyas of Kalyani, the 
Yadavas, the Kakatiyas, the Hoyasalas and the Pandyas established 
themselves in South India. Thus India came to be divided and 
weak. Its weak political condition invited foreign attack. 
EXERCISE 
I. Give a brief account of the break-up of the Pratihara 
empire. 
II. How did the Sen kings overthrow the Pala kings ? 
III. Who overthrew the Rashtrakutas ? Name the dynasties 
that came out of this kingdom. 
IV. Name the later kingdoms of South India. Write a brief 
note on ‘each. 
V. Fill up the blanks :— 
(I) The capital of the Chandelas was at——. 
(ii) Parmardi Dev Chandela was defeated by—— in 1182. 
(iii) Tripuri was the capital of the——kingdom. 
(iv) Raja Bhoj I was defeated in——by the joint forces 
of the Chedis and the Solankis. 
(v) Raj Karn Baghela was the last ruler of the—— 
dom of——. i 

(vi) The Chauhans ruled in——. 

(vii) Jai Chand Gaharwada’s daughter was—— 
taken away by force by——. the 
clan. 

(viii) Jaydeya was the court poet of——. He wrote 

W 7 . 
(ix) ae fan of Vikramaditya Chalukya’s court 
(x) Jayvarman Pandya 

dynasty eae tae the power of his 


king- 


- She was 
ruler of the —— 


VI. 


Vil. 
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Tick off the correct statements :— 
(i) The famous temple at Khajuraho was built by Dhanga 
Chandela. 
(ii) Munja Paramara defeated Taila Chalukya seven times. 
(iii) Jai Chandra Gaharwada was defeated and killed by 
‘Mohammad Ghori in 1194. 
(iy) The founder of the Sen dynasty was Samantsen. 
©) The Chalukya kingdom of Kalyani was founded by 
Yashovarman. 
Match columns 4 and B :— 
A B 
work of Vigyaneshwara 
was annexed to Vijayanagar 


Someshwar Chalukya 1. 
. Mitakshara is the 28 
. Vishnuvardhan was 3. their capital at Mahoba 
. The Pandya kingdom 4. formerly a Jain 

The Chandelas had 5. defeated the Cholas at Koppam 


WP wnN 


THINGS TO DO 
1. In an outline map of India, locate the various kingdoms 
of the Rajputs before the Muslim invasions. 
2. Collect pictures of Prithviraj Chauhan, the temple at 
Khajuraho and Ala-ud-din Khalji. 


CHAPTER III 
LIFE IN THE RAJPUT PERIOD 


We have seen that the period between 650 A.D. 
and 1200 A.D. was the period of Rajput chiefs. It was 
marked with internal wars while foreign attacks were 
almost absent. Let us study the life of the people in this 
period. 


GOVERNMENT 


Rajput chiefs were absolute Kings. Yet they had 
ministers in charge of different departments. The 
Rajamatya (Chief Minister), the Purohit (Royal Priest), 


the Mahadharmadhyakhsha (Superintendent of Religion), 


the Mahasandhivigrahaka War Minister) and the Maha- 
Senapati (C-in-C) 


were the chief officers of the state. 
Each kingdom was divided into prantas. Prantas 
were further divided into vishas and vishas into gramas. 


The gramik (village headman) and the Shaulkik (account- 


ant and tax-collector) were the chief village officers. 
Panchayats were also there to look after the villages. 
One-sixth of the produce was charged as land revenue. 
The army was well trained. In times of war more 
. Soldiers were raised. The Rajput 
j army had four divisions—elephants, 
š chariots, horses and infantry. Such 
an army was known an Chatura- 
gini Sena. The king himself led his 
p army. His bravery and tact were 
the main force behind his soldiers. 
= The king was the centre of 
A Rajput Soldier political life. The Rajput rulers 
[18] 
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and chiefs did not like peace; they loved a life of war- 
fare. Justice was not very even. The king was the chief 
judge of the state. Brahmans and Kshatriyas were never 
given capital punishment. Ordeal (Agni Priksha) was 
jn practice. 


SOCIETY AND RELIGION 

The Hindu society of these days presents a sad 
picture. The caste system had become very rigid. 
Apart from the main four castes, there were countless 
sub-castes and gotras. This division of the society 
prevented the feeling of brotherhood. 


Earlier, Hindu society had the power to absorb all 
foreigners. But now the rigid system of castes ended this 
power. The position of women was low. Early marriage 
and sati were very common. Inter-caste marriages were 
very rare. People were ignorant and the Brahmans were 
supreme. 

People were happy and well-off. Most of them were 
farmers, but trade also was brisk. Arts and crafts were 
practised. Gold and silver were in plenty and people 
were leading happy lives. 


As far as religion is concerned, Hinduism was 
prominent and Buddhism had declined. The revival of 
Hinduism is discussed in detail in the next chapter. 


ART 

Most of the works of art in North India had been 
destroyed during the Muslim attacks. Some monuments, 
however, had escaped destruction. Even Muslim histo- 
rians like Al-Beruni were surprised to see them. He says 
in his book Tahqiq-i-Hind. “Our people, when they see 
them, wonder at them and are unable to describe them, 
much less to construct anything like them”. 
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In this period, construction of temples was very 
popular. These temples were constructed in three 
most common styles—the Nagar Style, the Chalukyan 
Style, and the Dravidian Style. 


The temples built in Nagar/style were mostly in 
North India. Most of them were destroyed by the 


Temples at Benaras 
Muslim invaders. You must have seen the picture of the 
y Mahabodhi temple, 


at Gaya, in your his- 

tory book. Itis built 

in the Nagar style. 
4, Its top (shikhar) is 
mo Vertical. The tem- 
fale ples at Benaras are 
built in this style. 
Jagannath temple at 
Puriis a good exam- 
ple.of Rajput art. 


Jagannath Puri 


U 
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The Chalukyan style was famous in Central India 
and in Chalukyan kingdoms. The Lingaraja temple at 
Bhuvaneshwara and Mahadeva temple at Khajuraho are 


Bhuvaneshwara Temple Khajuraho Temple 


good examples of Chalukyan style. These temples have 
round domes with vertical tops. 


Konarak Temple Martand Temple 
In the thirteenth century was built the Sun-temple 
at Konarak. Lalitaditya of Kashmir, to i fe ~ 


ELLA 
Bha 


Sept of Extension 
Services. 
iY a 


re 
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Martand temple of the Sun-god. All these temples are a 
shining proof of the progress of art in the Rajput 
period. 

Rajaraja the Great built a Shiva temple at Tanju- 
vur (modern Tanjore). It is in the Dravidian style. In 
this style, the shikhra consists of several stories. At the 
end is a heavy dome. The Kailash Temple at Ellora is 


another example of the Dravidian or Pallava style. You 
have read about it earlier. 


Tanjore Temple 


Hoysaleshwara Temple 
The Hoyasalas of Dwarasmudra also we 

of art. They developed their own Style. These Tai 
are polygonal in shape and are based on high plinths 
The Hoysaleshwara Temple at Dwarasmudra (ow. 
Halebid) is a grand temple in this Style. 


Besides the temples, some fo 


Tts also 
by Rajput chiefs. The forts at G ae 


Walior and Trichino- 
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poly are very strong rock forts. The victory tower at 
Chittor built by Rana Kumbha is very beautiful to look 
at. 


Trichinopoly Fort 


Gwalior Fort 


LITERATURE 


The Rajputs were great patrons_of learning. Some 
of the kings themselves were great scholars. Munja and 
Raja Bhoja are famous for their learning. Poetry, his- 
tory, politics and other branches of literature were 
written. Magha was a poet who lived in the 8th century. 
He wrote Shishupal Vadha. Bhartihari wrote Bhatti- 
kavya. You have already read about Jai Dev of Bengal 
who wrote Geet Govind. Bhavabhuti was the court 
poet of king Yashovarman. He wrote Mahavir Charit, 
Uttar Ramacharit and Malti Madhav. Shri Harsha was 
in the court of Jai Chand Gaharwad. He wrote 
Naishadhacharit, Bilhan’s Vikramankdeycharit, Ballal’s 
Bhojaprabandha and Kalhan’s Rajatarangini are other 
important biographies. Vigyaneshwar wrote Mitakshra, 
a book on Hindu Law. Hem Chandra was a Jain 
scholar at the Solanki court of Gujarat. 
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RAJPUT CHIVALRY 


The Rajputs were very chivalrous. They followed a 
certain code in peace as well as in war. Cunning, false- 
hood and showing back at the battle-field were consi- 
dered to be very low acts. Self-respect and honour were 


held in the highest esteem. Women were equally brave. 
They were ever-ready for jauhar. 


Stories of Rajput chivalry are known the world 
over. The stories of Rawal, Prithvi Raj Chauhan, 
Maharana Pratap are very well known. Who does not 


know the story of Panna, who saved Rana Udai Singh 
and sacrificed her Own child ? 


ame 


Panna the Nurse 


The Maharani of Jodhpur refused to 


of the city for her husband, Jaswant Singh Rathor, as 
he had fled from the battle. She said, «I do not believe 
that a run-away is my husband. He is some low-born 
slave who is trying to get into the city. My husband 


open the gates 


were always prepar 
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sleeps on the field of Battle and around him lie the foes 


the has slain. He would never turn and flee.” 


The story of Padmini of Chittor is very well known. 
How she taught Ala-ud-din Khalji a lesson, draws praise 
ho reads her story. None but a Raj- 
o. Col. Todd has called the Rajputs — 
rface of the earth. 


from everyone W. 
putani could do s 
the bravest people on the su 


GLOSSARY 
Learn the spelling, pronunciation and meaning :— 
Absolute ab’ -so-loot Wilful 
Reyenue ray -inoo Tax on produce 
Tact takt’ Skill 
Eyen ee'yun, ev'-un Uniform 
Rigid ri'-jid', rij-id Hard 
Plinth plinth Raised platform. 
Biography biog'-raphy Life history of a person 
Chivalry shiy'-ulri Moral bravery 


SUMMARY 
e absolute kings. The kingdoms were divided 


Rajputs wer 
e army was well trained. King’s 


vishas and gramas. Th 
on the field of battle. Justice was not very 


dand early marriage was common. 
Brahmans were supreme. People were happy. Art and literature 
ch. Temples were built in large numbers. Nagar, 
tyles were popular in architecture. 
biographies and law-books were 


into prantas, 
bravery counted much 
even. Caste-system was very rigi 


progressed very MmU 
Chalukyan and Dravadian s 


Forts also were built. Dramas, 


written. 
Rajputs were Very 
ed for sacri 
EXERCISE 
on the government and society of the Raj- 


alrous. They did not like peace. They 
fice. They were very fair in battle. 


chiv: 


I. Write a note 
put Period. 

II. Write an essay on 

II. Write a note on Rajput character. 


Rajput chivalry. 


«Art and Literature under the Rajputs’. 
State two stories of 


IV. Fill up the blanks :— ) 
(i) Two important village officials under the Rajputs were 


——and ——. aa 
(ii) Chaturangini Sena consisted of four divisions ——, 
——, ——and——., 


(iii) Al-Beruni, a Muslim historian, wrote a book entitled 

(iv) Three styles of architecture under the Rajputs were 
the ——, —— and — styles. 

©) Martand Temple in Kashmir was constructed by——. 


V. Tick off the Statements that are correct :— 
(a) Society under the Rajputs was divided into castes and 
sub-castes, 
(6) The Hoyasala temples were built on raised plinths. | 
(c) Treachery was Considered to be a very low act among 
the Rajputs. 
(d) The Rani of Chittor, who taught Ala-ud-din Khalji a 
lesson, was Panna. 
(e) Early marriage was common among the Rajputs. 
VI. Match the books against their authors :— 
Authors Books 
1. Vigyaneshwara l. Shishupalyadha 
2. Jaideva 2. Malti Madhay 
3. Magha 3. Naishadhcharit 
4. Bhavabhuti 4. Rajtarangini 
5. Shri Harsha 5. Mitakshara 
6. Kalhana 6. Geet Govind 


VII. Choose correct words from within the brackets :— 
(i) Temples in the Nagar style have tops (vertical, round, 
flat) in shape. 
(ii) Shiva Temple at Tanj 
Rajendra Chola). 
(iii) Bhojaprabandh was written by (Ballal, Bilhan). 
(tv) Hem Chandra was a (Buddhist, Hindu, Jain) scholar. 
THINGS TO DO 


of the temples at Puri, 
warasamudra and Banaras 


ore was built by (Rajaraja Chola 


> 


Collect pictures 
Khajuraho, Tanjore, D 
into your note-book. 


Bhuyaneshwar, 
- Paste them 


CHAPTER IV 
REVIVAL OF HINDUISM 


The most striking event of the Rajput period is 
the reform or rebirth of Hinduism. You know that 
under the Mauryas, Buddhism had become the state 
religion. But the Guptas encouraged Brahmanism.. 
Harshvardhana again brought Buddhism to the fore- 
front. As a result, Hinduism went to the background 
once more. Even afterwards, the Rashtrakutas and the 
Solankis supported Jainism and the Pala kings of Bengal 
patronised Buddhism. But towards the later Rajput 
Period, Buddhism disappeared from the land of its birth 
and Jainism became a mere sect of Hinduism. Hinduism 


became important and supreme. 


DECLINE OF BUDDHISM 

Several factors were responsible for the fall of 
Buddhism in India. It is interesting to note that the 
fall had begun as early as the Gupta times. Later on, the 
invasions of the Huns and other foreigners destroyed 
many Buddhist viharas. Buddhism came to be divided 
into as many as 18 sects. The royal support had disap- 
peared and its former piety had come to an end. The 
final blow was the reform of Hinduism by saints like 
Kumaril Bhatt, Shankracharya and Ramanujacharya. 


These reformers of Hinduism defeated the Jain 
and Buddhist philosophers in debates. They established 
the prestige of Hinduism. They reformed the Hindu 
religion and condemned bad practices like sacrifices in 
yagyas. The golden principles of Ahimsa was adopted. 
This left on ground for Buddhists to criticise the 
Brahmanic religion. So Buddhism came to disappear 
and Brahmanism became supreme. 
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JAINISM LOSES IMPORTANCE 


Jainism was patronised by some of the Rajput 
dynasties. The Rashtrakutas and the Solankis of 
Gujarat supported Jainism. Preachers like Ramanuja- 
charya ousted Jainism from South India. It is worth 
noting that Jainism is still present in India while 
Buddhism has totally disappeared. The reason is not 
difficult to seek. Jainism is an accommodating faith. 
Unlike the Buddhists, the Jains had an agreeable nature. 
So Jainism did not die out completely. It is still there 
in Malwa, Gujarat and Rajputana. But it is now 
nothing more than a mere sect of Hinduism. 


BRAHMANISM REVIVED 


Kumaril Bhatt and Shankracharya laid the founda- 
tion of a new Hinduism. They preached the Vedanta. 
According to it, everything is Brahma. That is to say 
everything is a part of God and finally mingles in Him. 
This idea developed the worship of one God. 


Vaishnavism. The most popular form of the new 
Hinduism was the cult of Vishnu. People considered 
Lord Rama and Lord Krishna to be the incarnations of 
Vishnu. Ramanujacharya and Ballabhacharya were 
great saints who preached Vaishnavism., Followers of 
Ramanuja were the devotees of Rama, but the followers 
of Ballabhacharya became the devotees of Krishna. 


Madhvacharya was another saint who found the 


sect of Madhava Vaishnayas. His Philosophy is different 


from that of Shri Shankracharya, He believed that Soul 
and God are two different things. 
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Lingayats and the Pashupatas. Shankaracharya, too, was. 
a Shaivya. 


HINDU SAINTS 

Shankaracharya. Shankar was born in 788 A.D. 
at Kaladi in the Malabar district of \ 
Kerala state. His father Vishvajit \ f 
was a Nimboodari Brahman. Even A 
as a child he lost his father, but he 4 
had learnt a lot of Sanskrit from 
him. He had a desire to go to 
Kashi and study the Vedas. His 
mother Aryambal did not want 
him to become a sanyasi. 


One day Shankar went to a Sanna 
stream with his mother to have a Š 
sacred bath. While bathing, his leg 
was caught by a mugger. He pleaded with his mother 
to let him turn a sanyasi before death and she agreed. 
By the grace of Lord Shiva, the mugger then let him go. 


Shankar now went to Kashi and studied the Vedas. 
He preached the gospel of Vedanta that Soul and God 
are one. He wrote several books and preached his 
message in every corner of the country. He set up four 
Mathas in four corners Of India. In the north is Joshi 
Math at Badrinath, in the south is Shringheri Math, at 
Dwarika in the west is the Sharda Math and at Puri in 
an Math. These Mathas were centres 
of propaganda of the new Hinduism. Asa result, the 
whole of India came to follow one uniform faith. This 
great saint passed away in 820 A.D. His philosophy is 


known as Advaita. 


the east is Govardh 
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Kumaril Bhatt. He was born in 750 A.D. in Assam. 
He passed his life mostly at Ujjain. He was a great 
reformer and a scholar of Hinduism. He was a good 
debator also. He challenged and defeated the Buddhist 
and Jain philosophers in debates. He preached that 
; Buddhism and Jainism 
were mere sects of Hindu- 
ism. He described that 
Ahimsa is originally a 
principle of Hinduism. He 
disclosed the evils of 
Buddhism. So people came 
to follow the Brahman 
faith. Kumaril Bhatt’s 
philosophy is not of per- 
sonal Bhakti. It lays stress 
on Karmayoga. 


J Ramanujacharya. Rama- 
Ramanujacharya nuj was born in a village 
Perumbuthur near Madras in 1017 A.D. He went to 
Kanchi and became a disciple i 

of Yamunacharya. After his 
guru’s death he became the 
head of the Math. Another 
great saint, Nambi, showed 
him the true path. So 
Ramanuja became a devotee 
of Lord Rama and preached 
his Bhakti. His philosophy 
was different from that of 
Shankaracharya. The Chola 
king was a Shaivya. So he 
tried to have Ramanuja mur- 


Madthavacharya 


rrr . 
Fe a et ni 
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sae Ramanuja had to flee to Mysore for life. There 
ecame popular and converted the Jai i 
Mysore to Hinduism. ae 
A Madhavacharya. He was born at Udipi in the 
annada district in 1199 A.D. He was very hefty and 
could run, jump and swim very well. He took part in 
erring bouts also. So people called him Bhima. He 
urned an ascetic in his young age. He was a supporter 
s personal Bhakti. Udipi became the centre of 
adhava sect. He believed that Soul and God are two 


different things. 


GLOSSARY ; 
Learn the spelling, pronunciation and meaning :— 
Revive rivyu' Bring back to life 
Sect sect Branch 
Mingle ming -8l Mix 
Cult cult Worship 
Devotee devo-tee’ Bhakta 
Mugger mug-er Crocodile 
Gospel gos -pel Message 
SUMMARY 


sm had started under the Guptas. 
der Harsha and the Palas, but soon 
ainism was accommo- 
he Rajput period, the 
m and Shaivism be- 
Rama and 


ih The decline of Buddhi 
Later on, it regained power uni 
it was struck by the rebirth of Hinduism. J 
dating. So it survives even today. During tl 
Brahmanic faith became supreme. Vaishnavism — 
came popular. People became devotees of Krishna, 


Shiva. 
Kumaril Bhatt, Shankaracharya, Ramanujacharya andl 
Madhavacharya were great saints who revived Hinduism. 
EXERCISE 
ecline of Buddhism ? 


I. What led to the d ay 

Tl. What quality of Jainism €n to survive till today ? 
Where is it present now ? 

o be revived 7 Name the chief 


Ill. How did Hinduism come tO 
reformers of the Rajput Period. 


bled it 
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IV. Write short notes on :— 


Vi 


Collect pictures of Kumaril Bhatt, 
Ramanujacharya and Madhavacharya. Paste the 


book, 


(a) Kumaril Bhatt (b) Shankaracharya 

(c) Ramanujacharya (d) Madhavacharya 

(e) Vaishnavism (f) Shaivism 

Fill up the blanks :— 

(i) Buddhism was divided into as many as——sects. 

(ii) Jainism has survived because it is—-—in nature. 
(ii) Shankaracharya was born in—a.p. and died in—a.p. 
(iv) Jainism still exists in the states of——,——and——. 
©) Kumaril Bhatt was born in——a.p. He laid stress 

on——, 


Tick off the correct statement :— 


(a) Invasions of the Huns gave a blow to Buddhism. 
(6) New Hinduism adopted the 
Ahimsa. 


(c) Advaita means that Soul and God are two different 
things. 


golden principle of 


(d) Dwaita means that Soul and God are one. 
(e) Madhavacharya was born in 1017 A.D. 


THINGS TO DO 


Shankaracharya, 
m in your note- 
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CHAPTER V Soir a S 
Wrin x 
RISE OF ISLAM oe - 


About 1400 years ago, a new religion took its 
birth in the sandy country of Arabia. This new religion 
was Islam. Soon it spread to other countries. Its rise 
and spread changed the very course of the world 
history. This religion came to India also. Its admixture 
with the Hindu religion gave rise to a new composite 
civilisation in our country. In this chapter we shall 
study how Islam rose and came to India. 


HAZRAT MOHAMMAD 

The founder of Islam was Hazrat Mohammad. He 
-was born at Meccain Arabia in 570 A.D. in a respect- 
able but poor family. His father Abdullah had died 


before his birth. His pm, 
mother also died ® 
when he was only a 
child. So he was 
brought up by his 
uncle Abu Talib. It 
is said that Arabia 
was passing through 
a severe famine 
before Mohammad’s 
birth. But as he was 
born, the famine dis- ` 
appeared, Moham- Mosque at Meeca 

mad was a very thoughtful child. As he grew up, he was 
shocked to see the cruel and crude customs of the Arabs. 
There were many evils in the religion of the day. The 
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sacrifice of children, burning the women alive and the 
cruelty to slaves moved Mohammad’s heart. 


The Arabs worshipped idols of gods. There were 
as many as 360 gods. They were given to drinking and 
gambling. Mohammad felt pained to see all this. He 
used to meditate hard. At the age of about forty 
Mohammad attained True Light. He preached his 
religion, but the people of Mecca did not like his Islam. 
Many of them became his enemies and were after his 
life. So he had to run to Medina in 622 A.D. The 
people of Medina welcomed Mohammad and followed 
his teachings. They accepted him as the Messenger of 
God—the Prophet. The event of leaving Mecca is 
known as Hijrat (or dissociation). The Muslim Hijri Era 
begins from this date i.e. 622 A.D. After some time, not 
only the people of Mecca but those of other towns also 


became Mohammad’s followers. They came to be 
known as Muslims. 


HIS TEACHINGS 


(1) He opposed idol-worship and asked his 
followers to worship one God, who has got 
no shape and form. 

(2) He advised them to pray five times a day. 

(3) He asked them to fast int 
to clean their souls. 

(4) Atleast one pilgrima 
Mecca was declared 
It is known as Haj. 

(5) He asked his follow 
do justice to all. 


(6) He preached against drinking, gambling and 
cating the flesh of pigs. 


he month of Ramzan 


amust for every Muslim. 


ers to help the needy and 


ge to the holy city of 


f 
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Mohammad gaye equality to everyone. He 
preached brotherhood among the Muslims. “Know that 
every Muslim is the brother of every other Muslim. All 
of you are on the same equality”, said Mohammad. The 
teachings of Mohammad are recorded in the holy book 
‘Qoran’. Mohammad united the people of Arabia. This 
was indeed a remarkable work. Mohammad lived a 
simple and hard life and died preaching in 632 A.D. 


SPREAD OF ISLAM 


After the death of the Great Prophet, several 
Caliphs (Khalifas) took the lead of the Muslims in turn. 
The first Caliph was Abu Bakar. Under the Caliphs, 
the Arabs conquered Syria, Palestine, Egypt and Persia 
in a short period of twenty years. They spread Islam 
in the conquered countries. The first four Caliphs 
ruled these countries very efficiently. 


ISLAM IN INDIA 


Arab Invasion of India. India was invaded by 
the Arabs in 712 A.D. under the leadership of Moham- 
mad Bin Qasim, a young general of sixteen. Sind was 
in those days ruled by a Hindu king Dahir by name. 
The Khalifa had asked him to check the sea robbers in 
the Indian Ocean. Raja Dahir refused to do so. The 
Khalifa sent a force under Mohammad Bin Qasim to 
punish Dahir. 


Dahir fought bravely but was defeated and slain. 
His queen also gave a battle to the Arabs. But seeing 
no chance of success, she and other women of the royal 
family burnt themselves to death. Two beautiful daugh- 
ters of Dahir fell to the hands of Qasim. Almost the 
whole of Sind was occupied by the Arabs. 
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push into the country. They were checked by the 
Gurjar-Pratiharas of Kanauj. 


Do you think that this con 
Arabs had some effects ? There wa: 


books on Astronomy, Medicine Philoso 
matics into Arabic. The Arabs learnt t 


TURKISH INVASIONS 


You have already read th 
after the death of Harshavar 


he bad condition of India. 
Moreoyer, two 


Subuktgin. Three centuries h 


ad passed since the 
rise of Islam. The Power of the Khal 


ifa had declined and 
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several independent kingdoms 
had been established in the Mus- 
lim world. One of these king- 
doms was Ghazni where Subu- 
ktgin, a Turkish chief, ruled. 
Kamboj (Kabul) and 
Gandhar (Qandhar) were ruled 
by Jaipal, a Hindu king. 
Subuktgin invaded Jaipal who 
was helped by the rulers of 
Ajmer and Kanauj. Even then 
he was defeated and Subuktgin Subuktgin 
was able to take Kabul and 
Peshawar from him. 


Mahmud of Ghazni. Mahmud was the son of 
Subuktgin. He was a man of greater ability and energy 
and was very ambitious. He sat 
on the throne of Ghazni in 
997 A.D. He conquered many 
territories and received praise 
from the Caliph. 

He heard about the wealth 
of India. Between 1000 and 1026 
he Jed seventeen expeditions on 
India. He destroyed several 

J temples and looted their wealth. 
Mahmud Jaipal was again defeated 
in 1001 A.D. So he committed 
suicide in disgust. Hisson Anandapala almost defeated 
Mahmud in 1008, but just at the moment of victory his 
elephant got frightened. His soldiers gave up the battle, 
thinking that their king was running away from the 
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field. After that, almost every year Mahmud led a raid 
on our country. 


Attack on Somnath, 1026 A.D. Mahmud’s 
biggest raid was that on Somnath in 1026 A.D. Somnath 
was a very sacred temple 
of the Hindus in Kathia- 
wad. It was known for 
its immense Wealth. 


of malaria in 1030 A.D. at the 
age of fifty-nine, 


His Character. Mahmud was a great lover of 
wealth. He invaded India not to occupy the country, 
but to destroy and rob it. He was a great general and 
a good and just King. He was a true Muslim who 
loved culture and learning, 


He loved gardens and fine buildings algo. He took 
along with him several Indian artisans who bu 

ful buildings in Ghazni. H 
Ghazni. He was a staunch 


the teachings of Mohamm 


He was a patron of scholars, 
scholars Firdausi and Alberuni 


Firdausi wrote an epic 
Sultan. The story goes 


Two great Persian 
were in his court, 
@ in praise of the 
hmud promised the 


‘Shahnam 
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poet a certain amount of money for this work. But 
at the completion of the work he offered less. Firdausi 
wrote the last couplet against the Sultan and did not 


Ghazni Fort 
accept money from him. Later on, it is said, that 
Mahmud sent him the promised money but the poet 
had died and his bier was going out of his house. 

If this story is true, it shows Mahmud’s lust for 
money. He loved wealth very much. He left behind 
him a vast treasure. It is said that he asked all his gold, 
silver and diamonds to be placed around him when he 
was on death-bed. He wept bitterly to see that he was 
leaving all his wealth. 


GLOSSARY 
Learn the spelling, pronunciation and meaning :— 
Course ko'-rs Path 
Admixture ad-mix'-cher Mixing 
Composite com’ -pozit Mixed 
Famine fam'-in Shortage of food 
Meditate med-i-tate Think deeply 
Admire admyr’ Praise 
Expedition eks-pedi’-shun Invasion 
SUMMARY 


Mohammad founded Islam in Arabia. Islam spread to other 
countries. It came to India also. In 712 A.D. the Arabs led an 
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attack on Sind. After three centuries Turks Started their attacks. 
Mahmud of Ghazni invaded India seventeen times. The attack on 
Somnath Temple in 1026 gave Mahmud a huge amount of wealth. 
Mahmud was a robber. He did not intend to set up his rule in 


India. He was very greedy. He was a true Muslim. He destroyed 
the temples and killed the Hindus. 


EXERCISE 
I. Who founded Islam ? How and when did it com: 
II. What do you know about the life of Hazrat Mo 
Ill. Give a brief account of the A 
IV. Describe briefly the invasio 
Mahmud on India. 
V. Write a paragraph on the c 
VI. Fill up the blanks :— 
(i) Hazrat Mohammad was brought up by his——. 
(ii) Mohammad had to Tun to— — for his’ life. 
(iii) A true Muslim must Pray——times a day. 
(iv) The Arab general who invaded Sind was——., 
v) Sultan Mahmud was the son of——_., 
(vi) In 1026, Mahmud mple. 
(vii) Two scholars of Mahmud’ 
VII. Tick off the correct st 
(a) Evil customs of the 
(6) Mohammad preach 
(c) Dahir gave a tough battle of Mohammad Bin Qasim 
(d) a are invasion of Sind Produced great political 
effects. 


(e) Mahmud’s invasions were no more than raids. 
VIII. Match correct dates against the 


e to India ? 


hammad ? 
tab invasion of Sind. 


ns of Subuktgin and Sultan 


haracter of Mahmud of Ghazni. 


Arabs pained Mohammad. 
ed equality. 


‘| events given in column A : 
1. Mohammad’s death 1026 he 
. 2. Arab Invasion of Sind 1030 je 
3. Suicide of Jaipal 1001 Aw, 
4. Attack on Somnath 632 iNe 
5. Mahmud’s death D. 


THINGS TO DO 
1. In an outline map of India, 
Mahmud. 


2. Collect pictures of th 
Temple and the Fort o 


locate the Parts raided by 


e temples 


at Banaras, Somnath 
f Ghazni. 


av 


~ MALGUTA 


x 
—— 


CHAPTER VI 


MUSLIM CONQUEST OF INDIA STARTS 


You have read in the last chapter that Mahmud of 
` Ghazni raided India seventeen times, but permanent 
conquest ,was not his aim. He hada blind love for 
wealth only. Yet his raids are important. They dis- 
covered the military weakness of India and opened her 
north-western gates. They destroyed several temples and 
deprived India of her wealth. So it became easy now 
for the Muslims to conquer this great land. The task 
of Muslim conquest of India was started by Shahab-ud-— 


din Mohammad Ghori. 


Mohammad Ghori was the younger brother of the 
ruler of Ghor. The ruler of Ghor conquered Ghazni and 
appointed Mohammad Ghori as 
its governor in 1173 4.D. Moham- 
mad Ghori was an ambitious 
chief who advanced towards India. 
He conquered Uchh and Multan 
in 1174. Then he led attacks on 
Gujarat and Lahore, but was 
defeated, In 1185 he succeeded 
in capturing Lahore. The whole of 
Panjab up to Sirhind passed into 
his hands. But Mohammad GOH Maratea Guo 


Was not satisfied with it. He had a 
mind to establish a permanent empire in India. 


p 
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Battles of Tarawari or Tarain. In 1191, Moham- 
mad Ghori advanced towards Délhi. Prithvi Raj Chau- 
. han was the ruler of Delhi at that 

time. About a hundred Rajput 
princes joined Prithvi Raj to 
check the Muslim advance. Both 
the armies met at Tarawari near 
Karnal. You can still see this 
small walled town while travelling 
from Delhi to Ambala by train. 
This battle is known as the First 
Battle of Tarain in history. 
Mohammad Ghori was defeated 
and captured. Prithvi Raj was a 
very brave but kind Rajput. He 
let Mohammad Ghori off after 


Prithvi Raj 
making him promise not to attack India again. 


Mohammad Ghori forgot his promise. He could 
not forget the disgrace of this crushing defeat. He lost 
all peace of mind and always thought of defeating the 
Chauhan. The very next year he again marched 
against the Rajputs. Both the 


7 forces again met at the 
same field. This time luck favoured the Muslims. 
Prithvi Raj was defeated and captured and taken to 


Ghazni. There he was blinded and put to death. This 
battle is known as the Second Battle of Tarain. 


Conquest of Kanauj. In 1194 M 
again came to India and conquere 
Chandra Gaharwad 
Mohammad Ghori a 
Raj had forcibly t 


ohammad Ghori 
d  Kanauj. Jai 
anauj, had helped 
» because Prithvi 
aughter Samyukta 


» the ruler of K 
gainst Prithvi Raj 
aken away her d 


in 1178. Now Jai Chandra was punished for 
loyalty to his motherland. He was defeated and 
in the Battle of Chandawar. 


QUTUB-UD-DIN AIBEK 
Qutub-ud-din was born in Turkistan. He was a 
Turk and as a boy was carried to Nisharpur. A Qazi 
(Muslim priest) bought him 
asa slave. He was taught 
and given military training. 
© He grew up to be a remark- 
able horseman and archer. 
After the death of the Qazi, 
i N his sons sold this slave to a 
»\ merchant. This merchant 
2 was surprised by the courage 
4 of this young boy. He took 
Qutub-ud-din Aibek him to Ghazni and present- 
ed him to Sultan Mohammad Ghori. The boy was very 
ugly, so Mohammad Ghori nick-named him Aibek which 


means ‘deformed’. 


But Aibek pleased his new master by dint of hard 

‘work and his qualities. He was put in charge of the 
toyal stables. Soon his courage and military skill 
raised him to the position of a general. 


Aibek as Viceroy of India. During Ghori's con- 
quest of India, Aibek served him faithfully. His skill 
as a general pleased Ghori. So after the Second Battle 
of Tarain, he was appointed as the viceroy of Muslim 
India. He gained victory after victory for his master. He 
captured Delhi, Meerut, Bulandshahr, Hansi and Kol. 
In 1197 he captured Nehrwala also. Another general of 
Mohammad Ghori was Ikhtiyar Khalji who conquered 
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Battles of Tarawari or Tarain. In 1191, Moham- 
mad Ghori advanced towards Délhi. Prithvi Raj Chau- 
han was the ruler of Delhi at that 
time. About a hundred Rajput 
princes joined Prithvi Raj to 
check the Muslim advance. Both 
the armies met at Tarawari near 
Karnal. You can still see this 
small walled town while travelling 
from Delhi to Ambala by train. 
This battle is known as the First 
Battle of Tarain in history. 
Mohammad Ghori was defeated 
and captured. Prithvi Raj was a 
very brave but kind Rajput. He 
Prithyi Raj let Mohammad Ghori off after 
making him promise not to attack India again. 


Mohammad Ghori forgot his promise. 
not forget the disgrace of this crushing defeat. 


all peace of mind and always thought of defe 
Chauhan. The very next 


against the Rajputs. Both the forces again met at the 
same field. This time luck favoured the Muslims. 
Prithvi Raj was defeated and captured and taken to 
Ghazni. There he was blinded and put to death. This 
battle is known as the Second Battle of Tarain. 


He could 
He lost 
ating the 
year he again marched 


Conquest of Kanauj. In 1194 Mohammad Ghori 
again came to India and conquered Kanauj. Jai 
Chandra Gaharwad, the ruler of Kanauj, had helped 
Mohammad Ghori against Prithvi Raj, beca 


use Prithvi 
Raj had forcibly taken away her daughter Samyukta 
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in 1178. Now Jai Chandra was punished for his dis- 
loyalty to his motherland. He was defeated and killed 
in the Battle of Chandawar. 


QUTUB-UD-DIN AIBEK 


Qutub-ud-din was born in Turkistan. He was a 
Turk and as a boy was carried to Nisharpur. A Qazi 
(Muslim priest) bought him 
asa slave. He was taught 
and given military training. 
7 Y He grew up to be a remark- 
able horseman and archer. 
After the death of the Qazi, 
his sons sold this slave to a 
\ merchant. This merchant 
was surprised by the courage 
fhe of this young boy. He took 
Qutub-ud-din Aibek him to Ghazni and present- 
ed him to Sultan Mohammad Ghori. The boy was very 
ugly, so Mohammad Ghori nick-named him Aibek which 


means ‘deformed’. 


Vinee 


But Aibek pleased his new master by dint of hard 
He was put in charge of the 


work and his qualities. hi 
toyal stables. Soon his courage and military skill 


taised him to the position of a general. 

Aibek as Viceroy of India. During Ghori’s con- 
‘quest of India, Aibek served him faithfully. His skill 
as a general pleased Ghori. So after the Second Battle 
of Tarain, he was appointed as the viceroy of Muslim 
India. He gained victory after victory for his master. He 
captured Delhi, Meerut, Bulandshahr, Hansi and Kol. 
In 1197 he captured Nehrwala also. Another general of 
Mohammad Ghori was Ikhtiyar Khalji who conquered 
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Bengal and Bihar. From 1197 to 1202 there were no 
wars in India as Ghori was busy in Ghazni. In 1202 


Aibek conquered Kalinjar and Mahoba. Thus the 
whole of North India came under the Muslim rule. 


Ghori’s Death. It has been mentioned that Ghori 
was busy in battles around Ghazni since 1197. There he 


EMPIRE OF 
{Muhammad of Ghur 
(INDIA IN 1206 AD) 
( 


EQUNDARY OF THE 
EMPIRE 


+ EXTENT OF CONQUESTS 


C75 > QVER-RUN BY AIBAK 


suffered a defeat in 1204. This defeat encouraged some 
of his own officers and one of them tan from Ghazni to 
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Multan and revolted. In Panjab also, the Khokhars 
raised their head. Ghazni also shut its gates for defeated 
Ghori. But he was a man of determination. He 
reconquered Ghazni and Multan and then marched 
against the Khokhars in Panjab. He crushed them and 
returned to Lahore. In 1206 he began his return march 
to Ghazni. On the way, he was killed by the Khokhars 


at Damayak in Jhelum district. 


Ghori’s Character. Ghori’s aim differed from 
that of Mahmud. He wanted to set up a permanent 
Muslim empire in India. So he made a brilliant start 
towards the conquest of this land. He wanted to spread 
Islam in this Hindu country. His generals were faithful, 
who carried out every wish of their master. He is consi- 
dered to be the real founder of Muslim empire in India. 
He was a great general, though he was not a man of 


promise. He killed Jai Chandra of Kanauj, who had 


helped him. 


Hindus Defeated? It is really 
uler of a small state like Ghazni 
ting the brave Rajput kings of 
t very difficult to under- 


Why were the 
very strange that the r 
should succeed in defea 


India. But the reasons are no 
nto many states. These states 


stand. India was divided i > 
were always at war with one another. They were jealous 
of one another’s rise. So they could not offer a national 
opposition to the Muslims. The Rajputs did not believe 
in cunni the field. Their ideal was chivalry which 

PEG Indian kings did not 


also went against them. Moreover, d 
f the country. In military 


care to protect the borders © 
skill also, the Muslims were superior to the Hindus. 


Equality was the ideal of Islam, but the Hindus 
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were divided into castes and sub-castes. The Muslims 
fought as one man, but the Hindus could not pull 


together. The differences of high and low hit the unity 
of the Hindus. The ideal of Ahimsa also stood in the 


way of the Hindus. So they were defeated and a hand 
ful of Muslims became their masters. 


GLOSSARY 
Learn the spelling, pronunciation and meaning :— 
Deprive dip'-ryy" Dispossess 
Ambitious ambi'-shus Having high aims 
Disgrace dis-grace’ Insult 
Disloyalty dis-loy’-al-ti  Faithlessness 
Archer aarch'-er Person expert in the use of 


bow and arrows 


Nickname nik'-name A name to irritate a person 
Ideal iydi'-a] Motto 
SUMMARY 


India and left Qutub-ud-din Aibe 
killed by the Khokhars in 
was a great general. But he 
friend. 


EXERCISE 
I. Who was Mohammad Ghori ? How did he 
Raj Chauhan and Jai Chandra Gaharwad ? 


Il. Describe the two Battles of Tarain. What Were the effects 
of these battles ? 


Ill. Describe the early life of Qutub- 
he rise to the Position of the vic 
IV. Compare Mohammad Ghori wi 


cribe the causes of the success 
Hindus. 


defeat Prithvi 


ud-din Aibek, How did 
eroy of Muslim India ? 

ith Sultan Mahmud. Des- 
of the Muslims against the 


——— 
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V. Fill up the blanks :— 
(a) The real founder of the Muslim empire in India was—. 
(b) Mohammad Ghori was appointed as the governor of 
Ghazni is——a.p. f 
(c) —-—reached the court of Ghori as a slave. 
(d) Ghori was killed by the ——at——in the district of —. 
(e) The word Aibek means——. 


VI. Tick off the correct statements :— 
(i) Mohammad Ghori was not a good friend. 

(ii) Second Battle of Tarawari founded the Muslim empire 
in India. 

(iii) Aibek was not faithful to his master. 

(iv) Bengal and Bihar were conquered by Aibek for Ghori. 

(v) Ideals of Ahimsa and Chivalry went against the 
Hindus. 

(vi) The Hindus offered a national opposition to the Turks. 

VIII. Match the correct dates given in column 8 against events 


given in column A :— 


A B 
1. Ghori’s conquest of Uchh and Multan 1192 
2. Battle of Chandawar 1197 
3. Defeat of Prithvi Raj 1206 
4. Capture of Nehrwala 1194 
5 1174 


Ghori’s Death 
THINGS TO DO 


1. In an outline map of India, locate Kanauj, Uchh, 


Multan, Lahore, 
Mark the boundari 
1206. 


Tarawari and Gwalior. 
es of the Indian empire of Ghori in 


N 


CHAPTER VII 
THE SLAVE SULTANS 


Mohammad Ghori died in 1206. He had no son; 
nor did he appoint any successor. So after him his 
empire was divided among his slave generals Taj-ud-din 
Yuldoz became powerful in Sind. Nasir-ud-din Qubacha 
gained strength in Multan and Qutub-ud-din Aibek 
became the ruler of Delhi. All of them were slaves and 
had equal rights. So everyone tried to become the 
Master of others. Qutub-ud-din had to face trouble 
from his two rivals for two years. He solved this 
difficulty through political marriages. He married the 
daughter of Yuldoz and married his own sister to 
Qubacha. Moreover, to make his position strong in 
India, he married his daughter to his slave Iltutmish. 
He was safe now and received the title of Sultan from 
the master ruler of Ghazni. Thus he founded the rule 
of Slave Sultans in India. 


QUTUB-UD-DIN AIBEK (1206-10 A.D.) 


Though Qutub-ud-din mounted the throne of 
Delhi in 1206 after the death of his master but he could 
become sultan in 1208. Thus he remained sultan for 
two years only. -The greatest task of Aibek was to free 
himself from the slavery of Ghazni. 

Qutub-ud-din Aibek could not do much in the 
field of civil administration. His rule was more or less 
an army rule. He kept troops at the capital and at 
other important towns. The local administration was 
left in the hands of native officers. He did 
the old rules and regulations. 

We have seen that Aibek could tule for two years 
only. He could not attend to the internal affairs very 


[ 48 ] 


not change 
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much. With great difficulty he was able to put an end 
to the trouble in Bengal. After the death of Ikhtiyar 
Khalji, Ali Mardan Khan was made the governor of 


Bengal. 4 J 
Qutub-ud-din died of a horse-fall while playing 


polo in 1210. He was buried at Lahore. 

Aibek was fond of constructing new buildings. 
He constructed 
two mosques on 
the ruins of 
Hindu temples, 
which be himself 
destroyed. At 
Delhi he built 
Quwut-ul-Islam, 
"a mosque near 
Qutub Minar. At 


Ajmer he built Quwut-ul-Islam 
Dhai Din Ka Jhompara. He started the 
construction of Qutub Minar also. But he 


could not com- 
plete it because 
of his early 
death. It was 
completed by 
his successor 
Iitutmish. 
Aibek was 
the first Mus- 
lim ruler of 
Delhi. He 
started his 
Dhai Din Ka Jhompara career as a 
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iti He was so 
slave and rose to the position ofa sultan. 
generous that people called him Lakhbakhah. He was 
a great builder also. 


ILTUTMISH (1211-36 A.D.) 


After the death of Aibek in 1210, his son Aram 
Shah sat on the throne, but he was very weak. So the 
citizens of Delhi chose Iltutmish, the slave and son-in- 
law of Aibek, as the next king. Iltutmish was the gover- 
nor of Badaun at that time. Aram Shah was not pre- 
pared to leave the throne. So all the rivals of Aibek took 
advantage and rose fagainst Iltutmish. The new-born 
Turkish kingdom of India was again in danger. But 
Iitutmish rose equal to the difficulties. He controlled the 
situation within a year and became sultan in 1211 A.D. 


Early Career of Iltutmish. Shams-ud-din Iltutmish 
was born of Turkish parents. His brothers sold him as 
a slave to a merchant Jamal-ud-din. He was taken to 
Ghazni and then to Delhi. There he was bought by 
Aibek. He looked to be a promising boy. He was not 
ugly like his master. He learnt reading, writing and the 
art of warfare. Even Mohammad Ghori liked him very 
much. He rose to the position of Amir-i-shikar. After the 
conquest of Gwalior by him, he was put in charge of 
the fortress. Soon he was appointed governor of Buland- 
shahr. Aibek married his daughter to Iltutmish and 
made him governor of Badaun. In 1211 he became king. 


His Difficulties. As told above there were revolts 
all round, when Iltutmish came to the throne. Qubacha 
was strong in Panjab and Ali Mardan Khan of Bengal 
had declared independence. The Rajputs threw off the 
Turkish slavery and challenged the new ruler. Yuldoz 
of Sind had his eyes on Delhi and some of the nobles of 
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the Delhi court were against him. Moreover, he had no 
sanction as Sultan from the government of Ghazni. 


Titutmish was a man of strong will. He made up 
his mind to put down all the difficulties. Yuldoz was now 
master of Ghazni also and he claimed overlordship over 


EMPIRE OF 
Shamsuddin Iltutmish 


(INDIA IN 1236 AD) 
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EMPIRE. 


TERRITORY INHERITED, 


Muslim India. So Iltutmish accepted his lordship and 
got sanction as sultan of Delhi. He put down the 
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helpers of Aram Shah. In 1215, Yuldoz was turned out 
of Ghazni. He marched against Qubacha. But Iltutmish 
defeated him and imprisoned him at Badaun. He died 


in the prison. In 1217, Qubacha also was defeated and 
he died in 1228. 


Then Iltutmish turned to Bengal. He made two 
dowerful attacks on Bengal and annexed it to his empire 
in 1230. From 1226 to 123 Iltutmish fought against 
the Rajputs. He defeated all the headstrong rulers. 


Consta..t wars spoiled the health of Iltutmish. So he fell 
illfand died in 1236. 


Character of Iitutmish. Iltutmish was a brave 
soldier. He became king in the midst of 
difficulties and overcame all of them. He 
rose from a petty position and turned out 
to be the greatest slave sultan. He is consi- 
dered to be the real founder of Turkish 
empire in India. But for his courage, it 
would have come to an end. He was a true 
Muslim who strictly observed five daily 
prayers. His treatment with the Hindus 
> Was not good. He destroyed temples at 

Qutub Bhilsa and Ujjain. He completed the cons- 
truction of Qutub Minar. He got sanction as Sultan of 
Delhi from the Caliph in 1229. He made 
achievements. Firstly, he saved the Turkish kingdom 
from coming to anend. Secondly, he got sanction for 


it from the Caliph and thirdly he nominated his daugh- 
terjRazia as his successor. ; 


SULTANA RAZIA (1236-40 A.D.) 


Through Iltutmish had declared Razia as his 
successor, yet his son Firoz sat on the throne with the 


three great 
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help of the nobles. But soon the people rose against 
him and put him to death. So Razia came to the throne 
in 1236. But the governors of Badaun, Lahore, Hansi 


and Multan disliked her and 
they tried to killher. But 
she was very clever, she 
caused a division among 
them. Two of them were 
killed while others fled away. 

` This success raised her 
honour in the eyes of the 
people. She was the first 


lady to sit on the throne of &é 


Delhi. She was very wise 
and clever. She clothed her- 
self as a man and conducted 
the court. She herself led 
her army in all the battles. 


Razia 


But she made a serious mistake. She was very kind 
to an African slave Yakut by name ; so much so that he 
was made a general. The courtiers rose against her as 


they thought that Razia would 
marty Yakut. But Razia marri- 


ed Altunia, one of the courtiers. 


Even this marriage could not 
solve the problem. Her brother 
Behram Shah killed the couple 


-and came to the throne in 1240. 


Behram was very pleasure- 
seeking, so he was killed by 
the army. Then Masud, the 
nephew of Razia, came to the 


Najir-ud-din 
throne. He, too, was very weak. There were revolts 
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everywhere. So he was deposed in 1246 A.D. Now sat 
on the throne Nasir-ud-din, the youngest son of 
Iltutmish. He was a god-fearing man and had little to 
do with kingship. He left the task of his government 
in the hands of his father-in-law and made him his 
Prime Minister. His name was Baha-ud-din Balban. 
Nasir-ud-din remained a nominal king till 1266 when 


he died. As he had no son, Balban became the next 
sultan. 


GHIAS-UD-DIN BALBAN (1266-86 A.D.) 


Early Career. Balban’s original name was Baha- 
ud-din. His father was a Turkish chief. But he fell to the 
hands of Mongol invaders in his childhood. They took 
him to Ghazni, where a merchant bought him. This mer- 
chant brought him to Delhi, and sold him to Iltutmish. 
He was made Amir-i-shikar by Razia. He helped Behram 
against Razia and was appointed governor of Rewari 
and Hansi. His work pleased the Delhi court. In 1246, 
he drove out the Mongol invaders. His daughter had 
been married to Nasir-ud-din, the youngest son of 


Iltutmish. So when he became king, he made Balban 
his Prime Minister. 


BALBAN AS PRIME MINISTER 


Because of the weak rule after the death of Iltut- 
mish, Hindu chiefs rose in arms. Balban put down the 
chiefs of Malwa, Ranthambhor, Gwalior and Chanderi. 
Not only this, he ordered a general slaughter of the 
Hindus and carried away their women and children as 
slaves. He was, indeed, very cruel to the native people. 
He put down the Hindus of Mewat in 1248. There also 
he carried on a massacre. In 1253, some nobles poisoned 
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the sultan against Balban, so the sultan dismissed him. — 
But he organised his party and forced the sultan to take 
him back. He checked the Mongol advance to Delhi 
through his wisdom. In 1255, he put down the revolts 
of the governors of Oudh and Sind. 


BALBAN AS SULTAN 

After the death of the sultan, Balban set on the 
throne under the title of Ghias-ud-din Balban. He knew 
the state affairs very well, as he had served under three 
sultans. So he chose to do two things. He wanted to 
check the Mongols and to clean and strengthen the 
administration. 

He built new forts along the north-western frontier. 
He sent his two sons as governors of frontier provinces. 
He did not waste his power in other wars, because he 
was always in fear of an invasion by the Mongols. 

Reyolt in Bengal. In 1279, Tughril Beg, the 
governor of Bengal rebelled. Balban himself marched 
against him with a large force. Tughril was caught and 
killed and his followers were impaled alive in the bazars 
of Lakhnauti. He handed over the government of Bengal 
to his second son Bughra Khan. Balban’s ways of 
putting down the revolts were very cruel. But he was 
able to maintain Jaw and order in the country. 

Balban’s Administration. Balban was a very good 
administrator. He gave equal justice to everyone. He 
destroyed the power of the nobles. He had a very good 
spy system and his spies kept him informed of the 
activities of the nobles. Though very cruel, he was a 
very capable ruler and a great military genius. 


Balban lived with great pomp and show. He 
maintained a magnificent court. His court rules were 
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very strict. He never laughed and cracked jokes in 
public. No jest or laughter was permitted in his court. 
Nobody could attend the court without proper dress. 


(INDIA IN 1287 AD) 
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Balban’s Character. 
comfort of his people. He 


poor. He patronised lea 
who was his court poet. 


r 


Balban was mindful of the 
took care of the weak and the 
rned men like Amir Khusrau 
Balban was a man of family ties. 
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He loved his son Mohammad so much that he coul 
bear the shock of his death. He died in 1286 soon a 
Mohammad’s death. 

Fall of the Slave Sultans. After Balban, his grand- 
son Kaikubad was put on the throne. He was a pleasure- 
loving lad who neglected the task of the government. 
He was given to excessive drinking. So the Mongols 
took advantage of his weakness and invaded Panjab. 
You have read about Balban’s son Bughra Khan. He 
was Kaikubad’s father and was the governor of Bengal 
at that time. He came to Delhi and advised his son to 
mend his ways. His advisors were dismissed and Jalal- 
ud-din Firoz Khalji was appointed his commander-in- 
chief. Soon after this, Kaikubad fell ill and Jalal-ud-din 
became master of the situation. He murdered Kaikubad 
and his infant son and seized the throne. He founded 
the Khalji dynasty in 1290 A.D. 

GLOSSARY 
Learn the spelling, pronunciation and meaning :— 


Troops ‘ troo -ps Soldiers 

Rival ryv'-al, ry'-val Opponent 

Headstrong . hed'-strong Haughty 

Petty pet-ti ` Low 

‘ i slaw'-ter 

Serger Y l | General murder 

Massacre mas -i-kar 

Magnificent mag-nif -cent * Grand 
SUMMARY 


After Mohammad Ghori’s death, his slaves divided his empire 
Aibek became the Sultan of Delhi. After his- 
h seized the throne. He strengthened 
the new-born kingdom and put down the opponents. After him, 
his daughter Razia sat on the throne in 1236. She was killed along. 
with her husband in 1240. For six years there was disorder. In 


1246, Nasir-ud-din, the youngest son of litutmish, became Sultan. 


among themselves. 
death in 1210, his slave Iitutmis 
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-Government was controlled by his father-in-law Balban. In 1266, 
Nasir-ud-din died and Balban came to the throne: He ruled strongly 
till 1286. His successor Kaikubad was very weak. His commander 
Jalal-ud-din Firoz Khalji seized the throne in 1290. Thus a new 
dynasty of the Khaljis was founded. 


Vu. 


VII. 


IX. 


EXERCISE 
Write a short note on Qutub-ud-din Aibek. 


Describe the early life and character of Iltutmish. How 
did he overcome his difficulties ? 


Write a note on Sultana Razia and her short rule. 

Write a brief note on Sultan Nasir-ud-din. 

Was Balban the greatest slave king ? Describe his achieve- 
ments as Prime Minister and as Sultan. 


Write a short note on the administration and character of 


Ghias-ud-din Balban. Why did his sultanate decline after 
his death ? 


Fill up the blanks :— 


(i) — — was the first sultan of Delhi. 
(ii) ——’s rule-was almost as army rule. 
(iii) 


is known as the real founder of Delhi Sultanate. 


(iy) Iltutmish got sanction as sultan from the Caliph in— 
A.D. 


(v) Sultana Razia had a soft corner 
married — —-, 


Tick off the correct statements : — 
(a) Balban married the daughter of Nasir-ud-din, 
(b) Iltutmish married Aibek’s daughter. 


(c) Kaikubad was the son of Bu 
son of Balban. 


for— —, but she 


gbra Khan, the second 


(d) Balban was a very cruel person, 
Hindus many times. 


(e) Balban was dismissed from 
Minister in 1253. 


Match columns 4 and B :— 
A 


1. Aibek was the slave 
2. Aibek’s slave was 


He massacred the 


his office of the Prime 


B 


1. Shams-ud-din Iltutmish. 
2. of Sultana Razia. 


to 
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Iltutmish was succeeded 3. of [tutmish. 


. Balban was the slave 4. by his son Firoz. 
5. Balban was Amir-i-shikar 5. of Mohammad Ghori. 
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THINGS TO DO 


. In three outline maps of India, show the empires of the 


Slave Sultans in 1210, 1236 and 1287 a.D. 

Collect pictures of Aibek, Razia and Nasir-ud-din and 
paste them in your note-book. 

Make a table of Slave Sultans giving dates. 


CHAPTER VIII 
THE KHALJI DYNASTY 
(1290 A.D.—1320 A.D.) 

Khalji Turks came to India from a village Khalji 
in Afghanistan. That is why this dynasty is named so. 
You have read in the last chapter about Jalal-ud-din 
Firoz Khalji. He murdered his master Kaikubad and 
his infant son in 1290 and seized the throne for himself. 


JALAL-UD-DIN KHALJI (1290-96 A.D.) 

At first the nobles and the people of Delhi were 
against Jalal-ud-din Khalji. He was seventy years old 
when he sat on the throne. But he was an experienced 
Politician. At the same time he was very just and gene- 
Tous. So he was able to win over all his opponents. 

This generosity of the old Sultan proved an evil 
also. Some Hindu chiefs took it as his weakness. Also 
people of his own tribe did not like it. You have read 
about Ikhtiar Khalji, one of the generals of Ghori. The 
descendants of Ikhtiar were there in Bengal and Bihar. 
They were looking forward for high positions and offices 
under their own sultan. But Jalal-ud-din did not disturb 
the old set-up and made no new appointments. Even his 
own nephew Ala-ud-din Khalji was displeased with him. 


But the royal 


army defeated him near Badaun. The sultan pardoned 


Chhajju and his followers. 
Conquest of Devagiri. 


After the defeat of Malik 
Chhajju, Ala-ud-din Khalji, 


the nephew and son-in-law 
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of the sultan was appointed the governor of Oudh and 
Kara Manikpur. He was an extremely ambitious and 
dashing young man. He had heard of the riches of the 
kingdom of Devagri. So in 1294 Ala-ud-din marched 
on Devagiri. Raja Ramchandra Dey was defeated and 
he paid large quantities of gold, pearls, gems and a 
large number of elephants to the prince. 

This victory at Devagiri proved very useful for 
Ala-ud-din. It brought him a lot of wealth with which 
he was able to overthrow his uncle and father-in-law 
Jalal-ud-din. Moreover, it was the first Muslim advance 
into Deccan. After it, the Muslims pushed into Deccan 
within a period of twenty years. 

Murder of Jalal-ud-din. Ala-ud-din now planned 
to kill the sultan. He sent his men to Delhi and they 

_ persuaded the sultan to receive Ala-ud-din as a victor. 
Jalal-ud-din agreed and went to receive his nephew. 
When the sultan was embracing Ala-ud-din, he was 
struck by a sword by one of Ala-ud-din’s men. He died 
there and then and Ala-ud-din proclaimed himself king. 


ALA-UD-DIN KHALJI (1296-1316 A.D.) 
Occupation of Delhi. Having murdered his uncle, 
to Delhi. He was thinking that he 
would have no difficulty but the 
reality was otherwise. Jalal-ud- 
din’s two sons Arkali Khan and 
Qadar Khan were there. They 
came to meet him with an army. 
But to the good luck of Ala-un-din, 
they met a defeat and ran away. 
Alu-ud-din distributed the wealth 
of Devagiri among the nobles of 
Delhi and won them over to his 
own side. He was crowned king in 


Ala-ud-din the Red Palace of Balban. 
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Then he chased the two sons of Jalal-ud-din. They 
were caught and blinded along with some others. _ This 


sent a wave of fear through his court and all the nobles 
now feared him. 


His Conquests in North India. Ala-ud-din sent 


his two generals Ulgh Khan and Nusrat Khan to con-. 


quer Gujarat in 12 
defeated. He fled 
Devi. His 
Muslims. S 
her. Some 
Deval 


97. Rai Karan Baghela, the ruler, was 
to Devgiri with his daughter Deval 


he was sent to Delhi and Ala-ud-din married 
years later Devagiri was again ‘attacked. 


Devi also was captured and married to Khizr- 
_ Khan, 


Ala-ud-din’s eldest son. 


A Hindu eunuch named Kafur was caught at 
Cambay and sent to Delhi. He turned a Muslim and 
Tose to the position of Ala-ud-din’s Prime Minister. 


Now  Ala-ud-din conquered Ranthambhor, 
Chittor, Malwa, Marwar, Jalor, Mandu and Chanderi. 
By 1305 Ala-ud-din beca: 
northern India. 

The Mongols. 
Ala-ud-din’s empire. 
Qutlugh Khwaja, but Ulgh Khan drove them back. In 
1302 they again appeared at the gates of India. This time 
Ghazi Tughlak, the governor of Panjab, beat them back. 


The Conquest of Deccan. 
mentioned that Ala-ud-din’s attac 
was very important. It opened t 
conquest of Deccan. Moreover, 
much about Deccan. So he was 
conquering Deccan. Four 
Deccan at that time. Y 
them in a previous chapte 


The Mongols posed a threat to 


It has already been 
k on Devagiri in 1294 
he way for the Muslim 
Malik Kafur knew 


states were important in 
ou have already read about 
r. These states were ; 


queen Kamala Devi fell to the hands of ` 


me the master of the whole of ~ 


They invaded India in 1298 under - 


given the task of - 
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(1) Devagiri. ruled by the Yadaves. 
(2) Te elingana, ruled by the Kakatiyas. 
(3) Dwarasamudra, ruled by the Hoyasalas. 
(4) Madura, ruled by the Pandyas. 
After defeating the rulers of all these i 
rul states Mal 
Kafur came back to Delhi in 1311 A.D. with huge rak 


sures of wealth. 
Ala-ud-din did not annex these states, because it 


was very difficult to manage such a vast empire when 
there were no proper roads etc. The Deccan states 
accepted Ala-ud-din’s overlordship and paid him tribute 

Ala-ud-din’s Administration. Ala-ud-din was aà 
very able ruler. First of all, he crushed the power of 
the nobles in the following ways :— 

1. His nobles were not allowed to make marriage 
ons among themselves. 


connecti 
2. They were not allowed to hold social gather- 
ings, drinking parties etc. without the permis- 


sion of the sultan. 
3. Their jagirs were take 
paid in cash. 
4, They were kept u 
spies of the sultan. 
5. Ala-ud-din believed that drinking led to vice. 
He banned it and himself gave it up. 
e alarge standing army to suppress 
dto defeat the foreign invaders. 
s of daily use for his soldiers. 
Prices had, indeed, risen up due to increased wealth in ` 
i the prices and punished 


n away and they were 


nder strict watch of the 


The sultan mad 
s an 


Ala-ud-din took away the religious lands which 
were free to taxes. He fixed the rate of revenue at 50% 
o 
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in the Doab (the land between the Ganges and the 


Yamuna). He levied many other taxes like grazing tax 
and tax on houses etc. 


The previous sultans of Delhi were guided by the 
Ulemas (the Muslim priests). Ala-ud-din was the first 


EMPIRE OF, 
ren Alauddin Khalji 
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sultan to throw off the hold of the Ulemas. Ala-ud-din 
had his own ideal of kingship. He declared that the 
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would act as an administrator after his own will. He 
was, indeed, a military despot. He was a very good 
soldier as well as an administrator. He had an ambi- 
tion to conquer the whole world like Alexander. But 
he was advised by his well-wishers to conquer at first 
the country itself. He followed this advice and con- 
quered a large territory in India. He built up an 
empire which practically included the whole of India. 


He was illiterate but he patronised learned men. 
He was fond of making 
buildings. The Alai 
Darwaza near Qutub 
Minar is a fine example of 
his taste. He wanted to 
build Alai Minar double 
in size the Qutub Minar. 
But he could not complete 
-it. The incomplete Alai 
Minar still stands near Alai Darwaza 
Qutub Minar. 


R Ala-ud-din was a very ambitious man. But kill- 
ing his uncle and marrying Kamala Devi, wife of 
another prince, do not speak very highly of his charac- 
ter. Thatis why his family life was not very happy. 
His wife and sons disliked him. He fell ill and there 
were revolts everywhere. The news of revolts broke 
the sultan’s heart and he died in 1316. 


Fall of the Khaljis. When Ala-ud-din was in bed 
he called Malik Kafur from Deccan. The sultan com. 
plained against his sons and wife. Kafur imprisoned 
the queen and Khizr Khan, the eldest son of the sultan 
Kafur placed the minor son of Ala-ud-din on the throne 
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and himself became his guardian. He blinded all the 
other sons of the sultan. But one of them Mubarak 
bribed the persons who were going to blind him. He 
asked them to slay Kafur. Then Mubarak sat on the 
throne in 1316. He ruled up to 1320. He put down the 
revolts of the rulers of Devagiri and Madura in Deccan. 


He killed almost all the males of the royal family and 
married Deval Deyi. 


Mubarak raised Khusray, his favourite companion, 
to the position of his Prime Minister. Khusray was a 
: convert Muslim and had his eyes on the throne. He 
sought the help of his Hindu brethren and murdered 
Mubarak in 1320. He himself became sultan as Nasir- 


ud-din Khusrav Shah and married Deval Devi. He 


retained some of the old officials. Ghazi Malik was the 
governor of Panjab. 


But the Turks did not like an Indian Muslim to 
be their master. Ghazi Malik raised his head and 
marched against the sultan. He defeated and killed 
him and captured the throne for himself. He founded 
the Tughlag Dynasty. 


GLOSSARY 
Learn the spelling, pronunciation and meaning :— 
Embrace imbrase’ Hug 
Proclaim pro-klaim! Declare 
Eunuch yoo'-nuk A castrated male person, com- 
mon in Muslim harems 
Illiterate il-lit rit One who cannot read or write 
Despot des' -pot An absolute ruler 


SUMMARY 


Jalal-ud-din Khalji was the first Khalji sultan of India. 


He 
ruled from 1290 to 1296, when his nephew Ala- 


ud-din killed him. 
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Jalal-ud-din was generous to a fault. Ala-ud-din won over all the 
nobles with money. He brought the whole of North India under 
his direct rule. He extended his overlordship over Deccan. He 
drove back the Mongols and carried on several reforms. He threw 
off the hold of the Qazis and became an absolute king. 
After him there were plots in the court and Ghazi Tughlaq 
put on end to the Khalji dynasty. 
EXERCISE 
I. Who was Jalal-ud-din Khalji ? How did he become the 
sultan of Delhi ? 
II. How did Ala-ud-din succeed in seizing the throne of 
Delhi ? 
III. Write a detailed note on Ala-ud-din’s conquests of North 
and South India. 
IV. Write in detail the administration and character of Ala- 
ud-din Khalji. 
V. Write a short note on the fall of the Khalji dynasty. 
VI. Fill up the blanks :— 
(i) The Khaljis came of India from the village ——in——. 
(ii) —— murdered Kaikubad and his infant son in 1290. 
(iii) Ala-ud-din was the ~-—and— — of Jalal-ud-din Khalji. 
(iv) Ala-ud-din married the Hindu Rani—— of the ruler 
of Gujarat named——. 
(v) Three Muslims who married Deval Devi one after the 
other were— —, —-—and——. 
(vi) Malik Kafoor was a——. He rose to the position 
of the Prime Minister of ——. 
VII. Tick off the correct statements :— 
(a) Jalal-ud-din Khalji was generous to a fault. 
(b) Deyagiri was conquered thrice during the Khalji rule. 
(c) Ala-ud-din Khalji was the first Muslim to push into 
Deccan. 
(d) Ala-ud-din’s rule was very lenient. People liked it 
very much. 
(e) Ala-ud-din was liked very much by his relatives. 
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VII. Match the buildings against their builders :— 


Buildings Builders 
1. Alai Darwaza 1. Qutub-ud-din Aibek 
2. Qutub Minar 2. Ala-ud-din Khalji 
3. Alai Qutub Minar 3. Aibek and Iltutmish 
4. Quwut-ul-Islam 4. Qutub-ud-din Aibek 
5 


N 


. Dhai Din ka Jhompara 5. Ala-ud-din Khalji 


THINGS TO DO 


- In an outline map of India mark the boundaries of 


the Khalji empire under Ala-ud-din Khalji. 


- Collect a picture of Alai Darwaza and paste it on your 


note-book. 


CHAPTER IX a NN. “€hVices 


THE TUGHLAQ DYNASTY ~ Ur T4-27 


(1320 A.D.—1414 A.D.) 


You have read in the previous chapter that Ghazi 
Malik seized the Khalji throne in 1320. He declared 
himself sultan and took the title of Ghias-ud-din 
Tughlaq. He had been one of the best and most faith- 
ful generals of Ala-ud-din Khalji. He was incharge 
of the outpost of Dipalpur in Panjab. He had defeated 
the Mongols twenty-nine times during the Khalji rule. 
So he was very popular with the nobles. 


GHIAS-UD-DIN TUGHLAQ 
(1320 A.D.—1325 A.D.) 


Ghias-ud-din was an old man when he came to 
the throne. But he wasa brave soldier and a tactful 
ruler. He put an end to the disorder prevailing in the 
country. He was very kind to the Muslims but he 
was very harsh upon the Hindus. 


Conquest of Warangal. Pratap Rudra Dev, the 
Raja of Telingana was raising his head against the 
Muslim rule. The sultan sent his eldest son Jauna 
Khan in 1321 to invade Warangal, the capital of 
Telingana. But he met with a disaster. In 1323, the 
prince was again sent against the ruler of Warangal. 
This time he was successful. The raja was imprisoned 
and sent to Delhi. Warangal was now named Sultanpur. 


On his way back to Delhi, the prince defeated the 
ruler of Orissa and got much wealth from him. 
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Revolt in Bengal. There had arisen a dispute for 
the throne of Bengal between three brothers in 1319. 
As a result disorder broke out and there was a revolt 
in 1324. The sultan himself marched to Bengal and 
put down the two elder brothers. Nasur-ud-din, the 
youngest of them, was made ruler of Bengal. 

On his way back, he defeated the raja of Tirhut 
and proceeded to Delhi. He also defeated the Mongols 
who invaded Northern India in 1324. 

Death of Ghias-ud-din, 1325. Prince Jauna Khan 
was very impatient to become sultan. So he engineered 
a plot to kill his father. When Ghias-ud-din came back 
from Bengal, Jauna Khan built a pavilion to welcome 
him. It was so constructed as to fall down when the 
elephant of the sultan reached a certain point. The 
famous saint Nizam-ud-din 
Auliya of Delhi was a party 
to the prince. Ghias-ud-din 
was not on good terms with 
this saint. So when the sultan 
reached the pavilion, it fell 
down and crushed him with 
his younger son Mahmud. 


Ghias-ud-din was fond 

Tomb of Ghias-ud-din of buildings. He laid the 

Tughlaq foundation of a palace-fort 

in Delhi. It came to be known as Tughlagabad. His 

palace in this fort was made of guilded bricks. It shone 
brightly in the sun. His tomb also stands in this fort. 


MUHAMMAD BIN TUGHLAQ 
(1325 A.D.—1351 A.D.) 


After the death of Ghias-ud-din Tughlaq, Jauna 
Khan mounted the throne under the title of Muhammad 


VE 


Bin Tughlaq. The nobles and the citizens of Delhi 
welcomed him as a sultan. 

Muhammad wasa very able person. He was a} 
scholar of Mathematics, Philosophy j 
and religious literature. He was a 
poet as well as a good speaker. He 
patronised the learned. Ibn Batuta, 
an African traveller, visited his 
court. He gave equal justice to all 
and treated the Hindus not badly. 
He tried to stop sati which he 
thought to be a cruel custom. 

Muhammad Bin He was a great general and 

Tughlaq won many battles. But in spite 
of all these qualities he and his schemes failed, because 
he lacked judgment and sense of proportion. He was 
short-tempered, yet kind and forgiving. He was miserly 
and at the same time generous too. This is the reason 
that he is known as “A Mixture of Opposites”. Some 
historians call him mad and blood-thirsty but this is 
not true. In fact, he was much ahead of his times. 
People did not understand his ideas and he alone could 
not attend to all the details of his schemes. 


Let us see what were his schemes and why did 
they fail. 


Transfer of the Capital, 1326-27. Muhammad had 
a large empire. It extended from Lahore and Delhi in 
the north to Dwarasamudra in the south and from 
Bengal in the east to Sind in the west. Mongols were 
constantly invading India. Muhammad thought Devagiri 
would be better place to make his capital as Delhi was 
much too far in the north. So he ordered the population 
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of Delhi to shift to Devagiri which was named Daulata- 
bad. People of Daulatabad were ordered to come to 
Delhi. He spent a huge amount of money to give com- 
fort to the people who had to shift. He built roads, 
grew shady trees, gave money for travelling expenses, 
but the people had to undergo many hardships. They 
did not like to leave their homes. Asa result, many 
people died on the way. When the sultan saw his scheme 
failing, he ordered the people to go back to their homes. 
But Delhi could not Prosper again for many years. 


Thus, the scheme of transferring the capital was 
a failure. Asa matter of fact he was wrong in think- 
ing that Daulatabad was a safer place. From there, it 
would not have been Possible to stop the Mongol 
invasions. He could not have put down the revolts of 
the Hindu Rajas of North India from such a distant 
place, Moreover, he should have shifted the offices 


only to Daulatabad. It was no use taking the whole 
Population of Delhi over there. 


Taxation in Doab, 1327. The Doab was a very 
fertile part of the empire. Muhammad increased the 
rate of land reyenue there. Unfortunately, a famine 
occurred there and the Condition of the peasants 
became miserable. They could not Pay heavy taxes. 
So many farmers left their lands and tried to find some 
other work. The sultan caught and punished them, 
Later on, he realised his mistake and lenient laws. But 


it was too laté. Lands had become barren and many 
people starved to death. 


Copper Coins, 1329 
ving peasants, taxation 
transfer of capital had res 


-30. Sultan’s gifts to the star- 
policy in the Doab and the 
ulted ina heavy drain on the 
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royal treasury. So the sultan was in need of money. 
He issued copper coins, which were considered equal 
to the silver coins. This scheme also failed because he 
allowed the people to mint money at home. There was 
no royal seal on the new coins. As a result people mel- 
ted all their copper pots. People paid taxes in home- 
made copper coins instead of silver and gold coins. 


Foreign Expeditions, 1337-38. It is said that he 
made a plan to conquer China and Persia. Both these 
plans failed and a large number of soldiers died in the 
cold of the Himalayas. 


All these schemes made him very unpopular, 
though he had his best intensions in doing so. More- 
over, failures of all these weakened his authority. 


There were rebellions throughout the kingdom. 
Bengal declared independence and the ruler of Madura 
challenged the sultan’s authority. The Hindus in the 
south became very strong and founded the Vijayanagar 
Kingdom in 1336. Muslims also founded a new kingdom 
known as the Bahmani Kingdom in 1345. 


Welfare Measures. In spite of his failures, 
Muhammad tried his best to look to the interests of 
his people. He was a liberal ruler who treated the 
Hindus well. Like Ala-ud-din Khalji he did not 
allow the Ulemas to interfere in the administration. 


He encouraged irrigation by making tanks and 
wells. Loans and seeds were given to the farmers to 
increase production. A number of inns and hospitals 
were built throughout India. 


But he failed because of his violent and hasty 
temper. Nature was also against him, as we see that a 
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famine came in his way. Moreover, he was not under- 
stood properly by his people. 


EMPIRE OF 
Muhammad Tughlaq 
(INDIA IN 1350 A.0.) 
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----- ROUTE OF IBN BATTUTA] 


Muhammad died in 1351, when he was trying to 
put down a rebellion in Sind. 
FIROZ TUGHLAQ (1351-88 A.D.) 


Muhammad had no son, therefore, he nominated 
his cousin Firoz to the throne. Firoz was a religious 


aa 
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person and did not like to have the worries of govern- 
ing an empire. With great difficulty the nobles were 
able to persuade him to carry out the wishes of the late 
sultan. He was forty-two years old when he became: 
king. 


His Administration. Firoze had three things in 
mind. Firstly, he wanted to re-establish the power of 
the Ulemas. He was a religious man and wanted to 
rule according to the Qoran. Secondly, he wanted to 
raise the income of the state. Thirdly, he had a desire: 
to promote the welfare of the people who had suffered 
much in the reign of Muhammad Tughlaq. 


He introduced many reforms for the welfare of 
his people. He traced all those who had suffered 
during Muhammad’s reign and helped them, He can- 
celled the debts of the farmers taken by them in the 
time of Muhammad Tughlag. He put anend to many 
brutal punishments like cutting of hands, feet, ears- 
etc. He gave equal justice to everyone. He reduced 
many improper taxes. 


For the benefit of the cultivators, he dug four canals. 
from the Sutlej and the Yamuna. Waste lands were 
brought under the plough. As a result, the peasants 
became happy and the revenue of the state increased. 


d heart. He did many other 
He gave stipends to learned. 
d gave work to the unemp- 
loyed. He made an office called Diwani-i-Khairat 
(Charity Office). It granted aid to poor Muslims for 
the marriages of their daughters. He opened hospitals. 
where medicine and food were given free. 


The sultan had akin 
works of public welfare. 
men, established schools an 
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Firoz was a great builder and had a love for old 
monuments. He repaired many old buildings and 
constructed new ones. He made gardens, mosques, 
palaces, tanks and inns. He founded the towns of 
Fatehabad, Firozabad and Hissar Firoza. He brought 
at Asokan pillar from near Ambala to Delhi and fixed 
it in his palace at Kotla Firoz Shah. 


His Mistakes. There were some drawbacks also 


in his administration, which led to the downfall of the 
Tughlaq empire. 


It was a mistake on his part to revive the jagir 
system which had been ended by Ala-ud-din. He start- 
ed giving jagirs to military officers even. All these 
Jagir-holders became powerful against the sultan. In 
army even old and weak persons were allowed to work. 
He made the posts in army hereditary i.e. after the 
death of a soldier his son would take his place whether 
or not he was fit for it. The army was ill-organised 
and inefficient. The sultan had a large number of 


slaves. It became very difficult to control and main- 
tain them. 


His Religious Policy. Firoz was not liberal in his 
religious policy. He was a staunch Sunni Muslim. At 
times, he was intolerant towards the Shia Muslims and 
the Hindus. Hindus had to pay Jizia also. 


In spite of Firoz’s attempts, the kingdom could 
not hold itself. He could not suppress any revolt and 
Bengal and Sind became independent. The governors 
of other provinces also started trouble. Firoz died an 
old man of seventy-nine in 1388. 


Decline of the Tughlags. 
Firoz Tughlaq in 1388, his gra 
became sultan as Ghias-ud. 


After the death of 
5 ndson Tughlaq Shah 
-din II. But he was murdered 


> 
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within a year and was succeeded by Abu Bakr who was 
deposed in 1390. Then came to the throne Muhammad, 
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— ROUTE OF TIMUR, 


the youngest son of Firoz Tughlaq. He ruled for four 
years only and was succeeded by his son Humayun who 
died within one year i.e. in 1395. He was followed by 
Mahmud, the youngest son of Muhammad who became 
sultan under the title of Nasir-ud-din Muhammad 
Tughlag. But there was a civil war and Nusart Khan, 
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another grandson of Firoz, declared himself sultan at 
Firozabad. As a result, the governors of provinces de- 
clared independence. There was utter disorder in the 
country. In 1398, Timur the Lame, invaded India. The 
sultan of Delhi ran away from the capital. He returned 
to Delhi in 1401 after Timur had gone. Mallu Iqbal, 
the Prime Minister of Mahmud was the master of the 
situation. He made Mahmud a puppet in his hands. In 
1405 Mallu was slain by Khizr Khan, the governor of 
Multan. Mahmud ruled till 1413 when he did. The 
Tughlag throne was vacant and disorder prevailed every- 
where. Khizr Khan of Multan took advantage and 
captured Delhi in 1414. He founded the Sayyid dynasty. 


Timur the Lame. Timur, known in the Muslim 
world as Timur-i-Lang, was born in 1336. His father was 
a chief. At the age of 33, he took the place of his father. 
He invaded Persia several times and conquered Persia, 
followed by the conquest of Afganistan and Iraq. Thus 


he became a terror for the countries of South-western 
Asia. 


When Timur learnt about the 
bad condition of Indian sultanate 
under Nasir-ud-din Mahmud, he 
invaded India. He had conquered 
almost the whole of Western Asia. 
He started from his capital Samar- 
qand with a large army and 
reached the Indus in 1398 A.D, He 
captured Multan and then started 
towards Delhi. The large army of 
Mahmud Tughlaq tried to defeat 
him but in vain. Mahmud Tughlaq 
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fled to Gujarat and Timur plundered Delhi for ten 
days. The effects of Timur’s invasion were disastrous, 
as Delhi and some other cities and forts were burnt 
and sacked. 

Mahmud tried to regain his power but in vain. 
He died in 1413 and with him came to an end the 
Tughlaq dynasty. 


GLOSSARY 
Learn the spelling, pronunciation and meaning :— 
Tactful tek'-ful Person who knows how to 
deal with circumstances 
Disaster d'zas'-ter Destruction 
Dispute dispoot' Quarrel 
Pavilion pay-il'-yon Big shamiyana or tent 
Ahead a-hed" Advance 
Prosper pros'-per To rise economically 
Lenient lee'-nient, leen'-ient Mild 
Brutal broot'-al Cruel as wild animals 
SUMMARY 


ed by Ghazi Malik, one of 
1320. He was an old 
gh a plot in 1325. Jauna 
hlag in 1325. He was a 


The Tughlaq dynasty was found 
the most faithful generals of the Khiljis in 
man, His son Jauna Khan killed him throu 


mounted the throne as Muhammad Bin Tug 
But he was much ahead of his times. His nobles 


very able person. 
schemes miserably failed. 


could not understand him. So he and his 
His transfer of the capital. taxation in the Doab, copper coinage and 


foreign expeditions proved to be serious mistakes. But there is no 
denying that he was a very good king who looked to the welfare of 
his people. He was succeeded by his cousin Firoz Tughlaqin 1351. 
Firoz was a weakand peace-loving person- He could not hold the 
empire. He was very harsh upon the Hindus. He built tanks, 
canals and palaces. After his death in 1388, there was a number of 
Tughlag rulers. Amir Timur invaded India in 1398. The Tughlaq 


dynasty declined in 1414. 
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II. Give a character sketch of Muhammad Bin Tughlaq. Was. 


Til. 


EXERCISE 


- Who founded the Tughlaq dynasty ? Write a paragraph: 


about his rule and character. 


he a mixture of opposites ? 


Why did all the schemes of Muhammad Bin Tughlaq fail ? 


Describe some of them. 


- Describe Firoz Tughlaq as an administrator. 
- Write a short note on Timur and his invasion of India. 


Fill up the blanks :— 


(i) Ghias-ud-din was killed through a plot by his son——. 


(ii) Muhammad Tughlaq was a scholar of ——,-—and— 


(ii) Ibn Batuta was a traveller from—to the court of ——. 
(iv) Nizam-ud-din Auliya was not on good terms with—— . 


He was a party to——in murdering the sultan. 
(vy) ——was a ruler much ahead of his times. 


VII. Tick off the correct statements :— 


(i) Muhammad Tughlaq’s schemes failed for want of 


money. 
(ii) Muhammad Tughlaq was very harsh on the Hindus. 


(iii) Firoz Tughlaq was very kind to the Hindus. 


(iv) Luck was in favour of Muhammad Bin Tughlaq. 
(v) Firoz Tughlaq was very fond of old monuments, 
(vt) Timur-i-Lang invaded India in 1412, 


THINGS TO DO 


under Muhammad Tughlaq. 


2. Hold a court and try Ala-ud-din Khilji for the murder 
of his uncle and Muhammad Tughlaq for killing his. 


father. 


3. Visit the Turkish monuments in Delhi. Take notes 
Collect their pictures and paste them in. 


on them. 
your note-book. 


In an outline map of India, show the Tughlaq empire. 


CHAPTER X 
DECLINE OF DELHI SULTANATE 


Firoz Tughlaq was the last great sultan of Delhi. 
During his reign the sultanate started showing signs of 
decline. Disturbances broke out and headstrong gover- 
nors started raising their heads. The chief reason was 
the weak and peaceful policy of Firoz. The Sultanate 
was based on force only, but the Indian climate and 
riches had made the Muslims ease-loving. The adminis- 
tration had become weak. There were no laws for the 
throne. The bitter policy against the Hindus was also 
largely responsible for its fall. Besides, the Mongol 
(Mughal) invasions were repeated every now and 
again. All these factors combined to break the back 
of the sultanate. 

After the fall of the Tughlags, Khizr Khan 
(Timur’s governor of Multan) seized the throne of 
Delhi and founded the Sayyid dynasty. 


THE SAYYIDS, 1414-51. 

The Sayyids ruled from 1414 to 1451 only. There 
were four rulers in all. Khizr Khan was the founder 
who ruled from 1414 to 1421. He was succeeded by his 
son Mubark Shah, who remained busy putting down 
the rebellions all through his reign. He was murdered 
in 1434 and his son Mohammad Shah came to the 
throne. The revolts came in full swing now and 
Mohammad Shah died in 1445. The last ruler of this 
dynasty was Ala-ud-din Alam Shah, who was a pleasure- 
loving man. The governor of Panjab under him was 
Bahlol Lodhi, who forced the sultan to abdicate the 
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throne. The sultan retired to Badaun, his favourite place 
and Bahlol Lodhi founded the Lodhi dynasty in 1451. 


THE LODHIS, 1451-1526. 


The Lodhis ruled fora longer period than the 
Sayyids. The founder Bahlol Lodhi was a strong man 
who put an end to all disorder. He conquered Jaunpur, 
Kalpi, Dholpur and Mewat and defeated the Raja of 
Gwalior also. He was very honest and generous. He 
established peace throughout his kingdom, but died 
in 1488. 


Behlol was succeeded by his younger son Nizam 
Khan, who mounted the throne as Sikandar Lodhi. He 
was the greatest Lodhi king. He defeated his elder 
brother Barbak Shah, the governor of Jaunpur and re- 
moved him from his office. He put down the Afghan 
chiefs of Etawah, Kol and Gwalior. In 1504 he found- 
ed the town of Agra. But in 1517 he fell ill and died. 
He was very handsome and accomplished, but he was 
very harsh upon the Hindus. They were not allowed 
to go to the Yamuna and the barbers were not allowed 


to shave their beards. He maintained peace with an 
iron hand. 


Sikandar Lodhi was succeeded by his eldest son 
Ibrahim Lodhi in 1517. He was the last Lodhi sultan. He 
possessed a peevish nature and so he lost the sympathy 
of his nobles. His own brother Jalal declared himself 
sultan at Jaunpur. Ibrahim defeated him and murdered 
him. Next another noble Islam Khan revolted, but he 
too, was defeated and killed. Several other nobles, too 
were put to death. As a result, revolts broke out in 
every part of the kingdom. Dariya Khan became in- 
dependent in Bihar and Daulat Khan Lodhi revolted in 
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Panjab. The sultan’s uncle Alam Khan turned against 
him and invited Babur, the ruler of Kabul, to invade 
India. Babur killed Ibrahim Lodhi in 1526 in the First 
Battle of Panipat and founded the rule of the Great 
Mughals in India. Thus the Delhi Sultanate came to end. 


LIFE UNDER THE DELHI SULTANS 


The sultans ruled over India for more than three 
hundred years (1208-1526). Five dynasties (the Slave 
sultans, the Khaljis, the Tughlags, the Sayyids and the 
Lodhis) ruled here one after the other. So itis clear 
that the period was not a period of peace. This was a 
period of warfare wherein life and property were not 
safe. The foreign adventures had entered into a race 
for the mastery of our country. Plots, murders and 
deceit were the order of the day. 


The Goyernment. The government was run on 
Arabic and Persian lines. The rule of the Sultans was 
based on religion and Qazis and Ulemas were in power. 
Except one or two, all the sultans were toys in the 
hands of these Ulemas. They were very harsh on the 
Hindus. The Muslims hated the Hindus and called 
them infidels. The sultans were absolute and their rule 
was based on military force. The length of the sword 
was the border of the kingdom. There was no law of 
succession and it always led to a bloody war among the 
heirs of every dying sultan. The riches looted from the 
Indians made the government rich. 

Society. The Muslims were the favoured children 
of the state. They were rich and led lives full of 
pleasure. Slave system was common and the slaves 
rose to high positions. Vices like drinking and gambl- 
ing were common. 
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The Muslim rulers did not give equal rights to the 
Hindus. They were not taken into higher services and 
they had to pay Jizia. But the Hindus and the Muslims 
influenced each other. The caste system of the Hindus 
became more rigid and it was adopted by the Muslims 
also. They also formed sections in their society. The 
Muslim women wore veils. Gradually, the Hindu wo- 
men also adopted it. Child-marriage became common 
and it was considered as a mark of respectability both 
among the Hindus and the Muslims. The people of 
Delhi lived in houses built of bricks and stone, Famines 
occurred very often. The rulers tried to look after the 
peasants but they were mostly in trouble and misery. 


Religion. For a long time the Hindus and the 
Muslims had religious differences. As time passed, they 
began to realize that it was impossible to live together 
until they understood each other. There were saints like 
Muin-ud-din Chishti and Nizam-ud-din Auliya who 
preached the oneness of God. There were many other 


reformers who trieg to bring the Hindus and the 
Muslims close to each other. 


Islam was a simple religion. There was no caste- 
system among the Muslims. The Muslims believed in 
one God whereas the Hindus believed in many. Islam 
appealed to many low-caste Hindus and they embraced 
it. The Hindus of higher castes also brought about 
changes to make their religion simpler. 


The new converts to Islam could 
Hindu ways of living. They taught these ways to other 
Muslims also Saint-worship became common. Muslim 
Faqirs had Hindu disciples and the Hindu Yogis had 
Muslim devotees. These religious reformers brought 


not forget the 
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about a change in the society. We will study more 
about them in the next chapter. 


Literature. Although the sultanate was a period 
of wars and fighting, yet many sultans found time to 
devote themselves to literature and art. They patronised 
men of letters. Amir Khusrau was the poet-laureate 
under the Khaljis. Mir Hasan Dehlavi and Badr-i- 
Chach were also famous poets. 

Many books were translated from Sanskrit to 
Persian. Sanskrit learning flourished in Mithila. 
Vidyapati was the famous poet of Maithili dialect. 
Hindi literature also developed. The verses of Amir 
Khusrau in Hindi are well-known. 


A new language, named Urdu, came up, which 
later on produced a remarkable literature. People 
needed a common language. The mixture of Persian 
and Hindi gave birth to Urdu. The provincial gover- 
nors also helped the growth of literature. The Muslims 
wrote history also. One of the most famous historians 
ofthe time was Zia Barani. Ibn Batuta, an African 
traveller, wrote an account of India and her people. 


Art. The sultans of Delhi were great builders. 
They had their own ideas of constructing buildings. 
But they had to depend upon the Hindu artists and 
craftsmen. So we see Hindu features in Muslim build- 
ings of this age. This mixed style of architecture is 
known as Indo-Muslim Art. The main buildings of this 
time are the Qutab Minar, Quwat-ul-Islam Mosque, 
Alai Darwaza (near Qutub) in Delhi, and a Mosque at 
Ajmer. 

The Tughlags changed the style. The fort of 
Tughlaqabad and the Tomb of Ghias-ud-din (Delhi) 
are very simple but stronger. Firoz Tughlaq built 
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mosques, tanks and cities. He built his palace Kotla 
Firoz Shah at Delhi. All the sultans were fond of 
making cities. Almost everyone of them re-built Delhi 
and expanded it. Firoz Tughlaq founded the towns of 


Kotla Firozshah 


Firozabad, Fatehabad and Hissar Firoza. Sikandar 
Lodhi founded the town of Agra. 


buildings came up in the provincial kin 


Many beautiful 
gdoms too. 


GLOSSARY 


Learn the spelling, pronunciation and meaning :— 


Abdicate ab'-di-kate To leave 

Accomplished akum'-plished Man possessing all qualities 
needed for his rank 

Peeyish peev -ish Irritable 

Adventurer ad-yen'-cherer Person seeking a military 
career 

Infidel 


in’ -fydel Heathen, Kafir 


e 
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Purdah 


Veil vale 
Farmers 


Peasants pe'-zents, pez’ -ents 
SUMMARY 


The Tughlaq dynasty came to an end in 1414, when Khizr 
Khan founded the Sayyid dynasty. Four Sayyid rulers ruled for 37 
years only. Disorder was in full swing under the Sayyids. They 
-were followed by Lodhis in 1451. Sikandar Lodhi was the greatest 
Lodhi ruler. He made conquests and established peace. His 
successor Ibrahim Lodhi was not on good terms with his nobles. 
So they invited Babur who ended the rule of the Lodhis in 1526. 

The government of the Delhi sultans was based on force 
only. So it was unstable. Muslims led rich and gay lives. The 
Hindus had a hard lot as the Qazis were in power. The life was 
insecure. Child-marriage and sati were common and caste-system 


was rigid. The sultans built forts and palaces. It gave rise to Indo- 


Muslim art. 
EXERCISE 


I. Write an essay on the fall of the Delhi Sultanate. 
Il. Write short notes on (a) The Sayyids (b) The Lodhis. 
II. Write in detail the government, society, religion, art and 
literature under the sultans of Delhi. 
IV. Fill up the blanks :— 
(a) The Sayyid dynasty was founded by——. 
(b) The Sayyids ruled from——A.D: to——A.D. 


(c) The Lodhi dynasty was founded by——, the governor 
of ——. 

(d) The town of Agra was founded by——. 

(e) ——displeased all his nobles, who invited Babur to 


invade India. 
V. Tick off the correct statements :— 
(a) The rule of the Delhi sultans was not stable, because 
it was based on force. 
(b) The Hindus were treated very well by the Sultans of 
Delhi. 
(c) Muslims led luxurious lives under the Sultanate of 


Delhi. 
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(d) Reformers tried to bring the Hindus and the Muslims: 
close to each other. 


(e) Forced conversions were common under the Delhi 


Sultans. 
VI. Match columns 4.and B :— 
A B 
1. Vidyapati was 1. the mixture of Hindi and 
Persian 
2. Urdu was born through 2. was a saint at Delhi 
3. Zia Barani 3. an African traveller 
4. Nizam-ud-din Auliya 4. was a famous historian 
5. Ibu-Batuta was 5. a Maithili poet 


THINGS TO DO 
1. Collect pictures of Kotla Firozshah and Tughlaqabad. 
See the Asokan pillar in Firozshah Kotla. 


2. Prepare a chronological table of the Delhi Sultans from 
1208 to 1526. 


CHAPTER XI 
THE BHAKTI MOVEMENT 


The Muslims had been in India for the last three 
centuries. But they were not prepared to be one with 
the Hindus. The Hindus too looked upon them as out- 
siders. Unlike the Huns, the Kushans and the Shakas, 
the Muslims thought themselves to be superior. More- 
over, these early Muslims were fanatics. They looked 
upon the Hindus as infidels (Kafirs). They wanted to rule 
the Hindus without giving them any share in the 
government. But the Hindus were in heavy majority. 
How could the things, then, go on like that. So the 
religious leaders of both the Hindus and the Muslims. 
came forward and tried to remove the wall between the 
two religion. They preached a new angle towards God 
and the religion. This work was taken up as a mission 
by these religious reformers. They preached Bhakti 
of God. Hence it came to be known as the Bhakti 
Movement. 

‘Bhakti’ means devotion or love. The saints who 
showed the path of Bhakti are known as the ‘Bhaktas’. 
The doctrine of Bhakti is very old among the Hindus. 
It was simply revived about the beginning of the six- 
teenth century. 

You have read about 
chapter. He considered all cer 
lieved that the only way to reach God was to forget 
oneself and to love Him with full devotion. What he 
taught, was not new. It was written in the Upanishads. 
and the Geeta. Ramanuja was the first saint, who 
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Ramanuja in a previous 
emonies useless. He be- 
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spread this message among the common people in their 
own language. 


Most of the Hindu saints of the Bhakti Movement 
preached the ideal of Ramanuja. All of them preached 
in the language of the common people. They believed in 
one God. To them, rich and poor and high and low 
were alike. They treated everybody with kindness and 
did not believe in caste-system. Their disciples came 
from all classes of the Indian society. They simplified 
the Hindu religion and took many good points of Islam. 


On the other hand, the Muslim saints also preach- 
ed toleration. Saints like Mohammad Salim Chishti 
and Nizam-ud-din Auliya did much in this direction. 
The Sufi saints believed in true Bhakti. Asa result, the 
Hindus and the Muslims came closer. Several Hindus 
became disciples of the Sufi saints. Also Hindu saints 
‘came to have Muslim disciples. 

The Bhakti Cult. The cult of Bhakti consisted of 
some do’s and don’ts. Devotion to God, love for man- 
kind, respect for the Guru and complete self-surrender 
were the important do’s. Disbelief in distinctions of caste, 
creed or rank and in useless ceremonies alongwith no 
favour for a certain language were some of the don’ts. 
BHAKTA REFORMERS 


Following were some important saint reformers 
of the Bhakti Movement : 


Ramananda was a reformer of the 14th century. 
He was born at Allahabad and lived in Banaras. He 
preached in simple Hindi in Northern India. His twelve 
disciples were from all castes. He was a devotee of 
Rama. He did not believe in distinction of caste 


or religion. Kabir was one of the most famous disci- 
ples of Ramanand. 
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: Kabir was one of the twelve disciples of Rama- 
nanda and a great teacher of Bhakti. 
He was a weaver by profession. Much 
is not known about his early life. He 
was brought up like a son by a 
Muslim weaver, Niru. It is said that 
Niru found him near a pond when 
he was an infant There is an opinion 
that he was born ina Hindu family. 
He remained illiterate but his mind 
was very cultivated He claimed to Kabir 
be neither a Muslim nor a Hindu. He was a true son 
of God. He loved all human beings He preached that 
fasts, pilgrimages, worship of idols and bathing in 
rivers is of no use until one is good and lovable. The 
true religion is love for humanity and devotion to God. 
For him Ishwar and Allah were the two names of the 
same God. He disliked the evils of both Hinduism and 
Islam. He preached in the common language of the 
people. His couplets are well known even today. 


Guru Nanak was born in 1469 at Talwandi, now 
in Bangladesh. He was very 
thoughtful from his very boy- 
hood. At the age of thirty he 
became a sadhu and travelled 
far and wide to preach Bhakti. 
He went to Mecca also. His 
teachings were the same as 
Kabir’s. He, too, preached in 
the language of the people. His 
teachings are collected in the 
Granth Sahib. It is a sacred 
book of the Sikhs. The Sikhs are 


Guru Nanak 
the followers of Guru Nanak. 
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In his last days he began to live at Kartarpur (Dera 
Baba Nanak), He died in 1538 at the age of seventy. 


Chaitanya Mahaprabhu was another reformer 
saint of North India. He was born in 1485 at Nadia 
(Bengal) ina Brahman family. He 
became a Sanyasi at the age of 


ship Lord Krishna through dance 
and music. Chaitanya’s disciples. 
also were from all castes. He died’ 
at the age of forty-eight. The mes- 
sage of Bhakti spread like wild 
fire and in every part of the country 
saints arose. They were Namadeva,. 
Eknath, Gyananeshwarand Tukaram 

Chaitanya in Maharashtra, Dadu and Narsinha 

Mahaprabhu Mehta in Gujarat, Mira Bai in Rajas- 
than while Basva and Vamana in the South. 


All these saints spoke and wrote in the language: 
of the common people. They preached that the poorest 


and the lowest could reach God without the help of 


priests and their ceremonies if only they would fili their 
hearts with love. So the Bhakti Movement gave a 
push to the development of Indian languages and lite- 
ratures. The saints composed Bhakti songs in the 
regional languages. We find a good amount of Bhakti 
literature in different languages—Bengali, Gujarati, 
Marathi, Punjabi, Hindi and Tamil ete. Not only that 
a new language Urdu also came into being. 


The Bhakti movement stood for unity in thought 
and religion. It helped to bring about understanding and 


twenty-four. He was a devotee of 
Lord Krishna. His followers wor- 


— 


‘Taj are some of them. 


and Muslim —tried to br 


culture developed. The Hin 
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unity between the Hindus and the Muslims. It also led 
to the growth and development of a common culture. 
This new culture was a mixed form of the Hindu and 
Muslim culture. Some of the Muslim saints took to 
the Bhakti of Hindu gods and wrote Hindi literature. 
Malik Mohammad Jayasi, Raskhan and the poetess 
The feeling of equality among 
all human-beings also led to the rise of the heroes like 
Shivaji and Guru Gobind Singh. 

GLOSSARY 


pronunciation and meaning :— 


Learn the spelling, 
Intolerant towards other 


Fanatic fa-nat -ic 

religions 
Majority maj-o ri-ti More in number 
Deyotion diyo -shun Bhakti 
Doctrine dok'-trin Principle 
Revive rivyy’ Bring to life again 
Cult kult System of worship 


SUMMARY 
fanatics, The Muslims hated the 


Delhi sultans were mostly 
m to be outsiders. So there was 


‘Hindus. The Hindus thought the 
A wall between the two. The saints of those times—both Hindu 
ing both the communities closer. They 
Preached Bhakti or devotion to God and love for mankind. They 
preached in the language of the people. So Indian languages 


flourished. A new language Urdu came into being. A new common 
dus and the Muslims came closer. 


EXERCISE 


I. Define the Bhakti cult. How did it take birth ? 


U. What factors prompted the movement of Bhakti ? 
Ill. Name some of the preachers of Bhakti. Write short 
notes on Kabir, Guru Nanak and Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu. 
IV. Fill up the blanks :— 
(@ Early Muslims were— ~~- 
Hindus as——- 


They looked upon the 
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(b) Bhakta reformers tried to bring the——and the —— 


closer. 
(e) Muslim poetess who worshipped Hindu gods was——. 
(d) Raskhan was a devotee of Lord ——. 


(e) Kabir was one of the disciples of ——. 
V. Tick off the correct statements :— 

(a) Preachings of Guru Nanak and Kabir were almost: 
similar. 

(b) Guru Nanak was born at Nadia in 1485 a.D. 

(c) Chaitanya was born in 1469 4.» at Talwandi. 

(d) Bhakti Movement encouraged the progress of Modern: 
Indian languages. 

(e) Bhakti movement gave rise to a wall between the Hindus. 
and the Muslims. 


THINGS TO DO 


1. Collect pictures of Kabir, Tulsidas, Surdas, Guru Nanak, 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and Ramanuja. Paste them in. 
your scrap-book. 


2. Learn four lines from Raskhan’s poetry on Lord Krishna.. 


z 
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CHAPTER XII 
VIJAYANAGAR AND BAHMANI KINGDOMS 


You have read earlier that Ala-ud-din Khalji had 
established a very large empire. Malik Kafur had 
pushed the Muslim rule into Deccan also. But the 
Tughlaks proved very weak. The foolish schemes of 
Mohammad-Bin-Tughlaq were utter failures leading 
to revolts everywhere. Some of the chiefs raised their 
heads while others declared independence. Two king- 
doms were founded in South India in 1336 and 1345 
respectively :— 

1. The Vijayanagar Kingdom A Hindu king- 

dom (1336 A.D.) 
2. The Bahmani Kingdom—A Muslim kingdom 
(1345 A.D.) 

Later on these kingdoms grew powerful and posed 
a threat to weaker kingdoms. The Vijayanagar king- 
dom lasted for about three hundred years while the 
Bahmani kingdom lasted for about two hundred years. 


THE VISAYANAGAR KINGDOM 
When the authority of Muhammad Tughlaq be- 
came weak, two brothers Harihar and Bukka who were 
in the service of the king of Dwarasamudra founded 
the kingdom of Vijayanagar. Later on, their kingdom 
extended over the vast area now covered by Madras. 
Mysore and some other states of Deccan. The boun- 


dary of Vijayanagar extended up to Cuttack in the east 
and to Salsette in the west, to the Krishna river in the 


north and to the Kaveri in the south. 
Harihar founded the Sangam dynasty after the 


name of his father. First of all, he was the ruler of a 
small jagir. The Hoyasala king died in 1346. Now 
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Harihar came to possess the whole of Hoyasala king- 
dom, but he died in 1353. His brother Bukka succee- 
ded him. He completed the grand city of Vijayanagar 
Started by Harihar. He made many conquests and 
he sent a mission to China. He was succeeded by 
his son Harihar II, who put on the title of Maharaja- 
dhiraj. His son Bukka II fought a battle against the 
Bahmani ruler but was defeated. Harihar II died in 
1406 and was succeeded by Dey Raya I who died in 
1422. Then came Dey Raya II who was an important 
ruler. He set upa good administration and patronised 
the overseas trade. In his reign two foreigners visited 
Vijayanagar. They were Nicolo Conti (an Italian) and 
Abdul Razzak, a Persian envoy. Abdul Razzak wrote 
an account of the Vijayanagar empire. The Sangam 


dynasty became weak after Dev Raya’s death in 1446. ; 
In 1448 Narsinha, a chief of the kingdom, seized thei" 


throne and founded the Saluva dynasty. This dynasty 
remained in power till 1505 only. A general of the 
Saluva army founded the Taluva dynasty. He died in 


1509 and was succeeded by Krishna Deva Raya, who, 


ruled till 1530. 


The greatest ruler of th Vijayanagar kingdom 
was Krishna Deva Raya. = 


He was a very brave and 
strong ruler. He fought 
against the Bahman 
rulers and defeated the 
sultan of Bijapur. He 
defeated the king of 
Orissa also. 


The reign of Krishna 
Deva Raya was noted for 
the prosperity of Vijaya- , 
nagar. In spite of being 
an enemy of the Bahman 
rulers, he was kind to 
the Muslims living in 


Krishna Deva Raya 


his kingdom. He was a great patron of art, learn 
and literature. He gave liberal grants to Brahm 


and temples. 


After his death, an era of weak rulers began. The 
last ruler of this dynasty was Sadashiva (1542-70), 
Under him the real power was in the hands of his 
minister Rama Raya, who was very able but proud. All 
the Muslim chiefs of the Bahmani state (except Berar) 


joined against him. 
The Battle of Talikot (1565). This battle was 


fought between the Vijayanagar and the Muslim chiefs 
of Bijapur, Golconda, Ahmadnagarand Bidar. It re- 


~ hesulted in a bad defeat for Vijayanagar. This defeat 
“was due to two Muslim generals of Vijayanagar who 


went over to the enemies. Rama Raya was wounded and 
the army became frightened. Rama Raya was beheaded 
and his treasures were seized. The city of Vijayanagar 
was sacked and its grand buildings were destroyed. 


The battle of Talikot ruined the Vijayanagar 
empire. But it had its bad effecton the Muslims also. 
Before the fall of Vijayanagar the Muslim chiefs kept 
themselves united. But now there was no strong enemy 
to oppose them. So they began to quarrel among 
themselves. As a result they became weak and the 
Mughals defeated them. After this battle Sadashiva 
was deposed in 1570 by Rama Raya’s brother Tirumala, - 
who founded the Aravidu dynasty. The rulers of this 
dynasty were weak and the dynasty came to an end 
about 1620-25 A.D. 


Foreign Travellers. You have been told about 
Nicolo Conti and Abdul Razzak. There were two more 
Portuguese travellers—Paes and Nuniz—to the court of 
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. Vijayanagar. We come to know of many things from 
the accounts of these foreigners. 


Abdul Razzak praises the grandeur of Vijayanagar. 
He says that the city of Vijayanagar was such as the 
eyes had not seen and ears not heard of any place 
resembling it upon the whole earth. The country was 
well-cultivated and fertile and trade in full flourish. 
There were about three hundred good ports in the 
Vijayanagar kingdom. 


Paes says that the city of Vijayanagar was as large 
as Rome. It was thickly populated. There were many 
lakes, gardens and bazars in this capital city. The king- 
dom, as a whole, was very rich. 

Administration. The vast kingdom of Vijayanagar 
was divided into a number of provinces (nadus). The 
king could do what he liked. There were, however, 
Panchayats in the villages. The punishments for the 
crimes Were very severe. The kings of Vijayanagar were 
Vaishnavas but they granted freedom of religion to all. 


Social Condition. The 
very much. Phe sati was 
educated and they loved musi 
the upper classes was very lu 
in suffering. 


Brahmans were respected 
common. Women were 
cand dance. The life of 
xurious. The poor lived 


Literature and Art. The kin 
great patrons of learning. 


J 
: ayana wrote a com- 
mentary on the Vedas. His brother Madhava was a 


great philosopher of his time. The poet laureate of 
Krishna Deva Raya was Alasani Peddana. Krishna 
Deva Raya himself was a good poet and author, 
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Kings of Vijayanagar had a taste for buildings. 
They built grand > 
cities like Vijaya- 
nagar and temples, 
palaces and forts. 
The best of the tem- 
ples was of Hezara 
Rama Swami built 
by Krishna Deva 
Rayain 1513. The re- 
mains of the Vijaya- 
nagar buildings have 
been discovered at 
Hampi. They show 
the high skill and 
workmanship of : - 
that time. The Vitthal Swami Temple 
Vijayanagar kings patronised painting too. 


THE BAHMANI KINGDOM 


About 1345 some Muslim nobles of Devagiri 
(Daultabad) rose against Muhammad Tughlaq. The 
chief reason was his foolish scheme of the transfer of 
capital and its failure. They chose one of themselves 
as king. So Ismail Makh became king under the title 
of Nasir-ud-din Shah. He was an old man, so after a 
short time, he resigned the throne and Hasan Kangu 
succeeded him in 1347. He was a descendant of the 
Persian hero Bahman. So he put on the title of Ala- 
ud-din Bahman Shah. 


There is another story also of Hasan’s origin. It is 
said that he was the slave of a Brahman named Gangu. 
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He took the title Bahman Shah because his master was 
a Bahman (Brahman). But the historians of today don t 
agree to this story. Whatever be the truth, the king- 
dom came to be known as the Bahmani Kingdom. 


The Bahmani kingdom included Western Coast, 
Noithern Sirkars, Hyderabad and a large part of Bom- 
bay state. Under Sultan Firozshah it stretched right 
across the Deccan from the Arabian Sea to the Bay of 
Bengal. 


Bahman Shah was a brave soldier. He made many 
conquests and gave his kingdom a good system of ad- 
ministration. He divided it into four provinces (Zarafs) 
and issued his own coins. His capital was at Gulbarg. 
He died in 1358 and after him came Muhammad Shah I 
and Firoz, who were good rulers, They fought against 
the Rayas of Vijayanagar. The cause of the war was the 
fertile Raichur Doab - the land between the Krishna 
and the Tungbhadra rivers. 


After Firoz, Ahmad Shah (1422-35) came to the 
throne who also fought against the kings of Vijayanagar. 
He transferred his capital to Bidar and made beautiful 
buildings over there. The Bahmani kingdom began to 
decline in the reign of Muhammad Shah III (1463-82). 


Mahmud Gawan was the able and faithful minister 


He was a Persian. He served 


After Muhammad S 


$ hah’s death in 1482 his son 
Mahmud Shah became ki 5 


ng, but he wasa very weak 


[ 101 


ruler. The kingdom broke up into five independent 
states—Ahmadnagar, Berar, Bijapur, Bidar and Gol- 
conda. 

The Bahmani Rule. The history of the Bahmani 
kingdom till its break-up is a story of wars and 
bloodshed. Almost all the kings were cruel. Out of 
fourteen sultans four were murdered and two others 
were blinded. 


Social Condition. The general state of the people 
was poor. One Russian merchant, Nikitin, visited the 
kingdom from 1470 to 1474. He wrote that the nobles 
and rich people lived in pomp and show while the 
common people suffered due to constant wars and 


bloodshed. 


Art and Learning. The Bahmani rulers, though 
fond of war, were patrons of learned and pious men. 
They founded many schools and built large fortresses. 
Two of them are in Berar—Gwaligarh and Narnull. 


Sea ee 
Tomb of Adil Shah 

After the break-up of the kingdom many beautiful 
buildings came up in its five parts. The sultans of Bija- 
pur were the greatest builders. Their well known 
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Vil. 


D 


. Inan outline map of India m 


Fill up the blanks :— 


(a) The Battle of Talikot was fought during the reign of 


——in——4.D. 
(6) Rama Raya was the minister of——, who was de- 
posed by—— in——, p, 


(c) The chiefs CS ——, and——joined 
against Vijayanagar in the Battle of Talikot. 
(d) Mahmud Gawan was the minister of——the ruler 


of —. 
(e) was murdered on false charges. 
(f) ——transferred his capital to Bidar. 
(g) Two great ports of the Bahmani kingdom were —— 


and——, 

(A) Forts of ——and—— were constructed in the king- 
dom of Berar. 

(i) Bijapur was annexed by—— in 1686. 

(J) Aravidu dynasty was founded by- —in——, p, 

(k) Two foreigners who visited Vijayanagar during the 


reign of Dey Raya II were— —and— —._ 


Tick off the correct statements :— 


(i) Rulers of Vijayanagar were kind to the Muslims. 


(ii) The Bahmani Kingdom lasted for a period shorter 
than that of the Vijayanagar. 

(iii) Foreigners have sp 
dom and its rulers, 


(iv) The greatest ruler of 
Deva Raya. 


(v) The greater ruler of Vijayanagar Kingdom was Rama 
Raya. 


oken ill of the Vijayanagar king- 


Bahmani Kingdom was Krishna. 


THINGS TO po 


ark the boundaries of 
Vijayanagar and Bahmani kingdoms. 


Also shows the 
five states of Bahmani kingdom. 


Collect pictures of Krishna Deva Raya, Gol Gumbaz, 
Tomb of Ali Adil Shah and paste them in your scrap- 
book. 
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CHAPTER XIII 


THE GREAT MUGHALS 


Now we come to the beginning of another great 
age in our history. This is the age of the Great 
Mughals. The Mughals were also Muslims, but their 
rule was much better than that of the Delhi sultans. 
They gave a good administration to the country and 
people enjoyed peace under them. They gave a new 
colour and push to our civilization and did much for 
the good of the public. They were tolerant towards 
the non-Muslims. They really tried to set up welfare 
state. Also, they gave unity to the country under the 
central power of the emperor. That is why they are 
known as the Great Mughals. 


Who were these Mughals ? You have read that 
the Delhi saltans were always in fear of the Mongols. 
Iltutmish, Balban, Ala-ud-din Khalji and other sultans. 
had to face the Mongols time and again. The Mongols, 
in fact, had their eyes on the rich land of India. Their 
repeated failures did not discourage them and they 


went on trying again and again. They were the natives 
have read about Changez Khan 


of Central Asia. You 
he leaders of the Mongols. 


and Timur, who were t 
e to be called Mughals later on. 


These Mongols cam 
ing India since the 13th century. 


They had been invad 
At last they were successful under Babur the Brave in. 


1526. 
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BABUR THE BRAVE 
(1526-30 A.D.) 

Babur’s real name was Zahir-ud-din. He was born 
in 1483. From his father’s side he 
belonged to Timur’s family and from 
his mother’s side he came of the 
family of Changez Khan. His father 
Mirza Umar Shaikh was the chief of 
Farghana, a small state in Turkistan. 
At the time of his father’s death in 
1494, he was only eleven years old. 
He was deprived of his father’s estate 
by his enemies. They were the Uzbegs 
under their leader Shaibani Khan. In 
1503, he had to leave his native land 
and become a homeless wanderer. Babur 
But the very next year, he conquered Kabul. He was 
very brave—really worthy of his title ‘Babur’ which 
means ‘Lion’. 

Ibrahim Lodhi. When Babur became the master 
of Kabul, Ibrahim Lodhi was ruling over Northern 
India. You have read about him in a previous chapter. 
Ibrahim was nota very good king. His nobles and 
officers were not happy with him. They invited Babur 
against him in 1524. Babur was just waiting for such 
an opportunity. He took possession of Lahore in 1524. 
Now the invitees realised their mistake. They turned 
against him and compelled him to return to Kabul. 
But Babur had made up his mind to conquer India. He 
conquered the whole of Panjab in 1525. 


The First Battle of Panipat, 1526. Next year 
Babur again came to India with his army. Sultan 
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Ibrahi g 

a Lodhi was also prepared for war. He had a 
Pine Both the armies met at the battle-field of 
E Kea 1526. Ibrahim’s army fought bravely but 
D ek Aa and Ibrahim was killed. Babur won the 
opn ecause he was more experienced and had a 
ay Se ane Soon after this battle, Babur’s 

n Nasir-ud-din (later Humayun) captured Agra. 


pest The Battle of Khanua, 1527. Just after the battle 
a anipat, Babur had to fight another battle with the 
a aes Their leader was Rana Sanga, the brave ruler 
aa ittor. Some Lodi officers also joined the Rajputs 
s Babur. Rana Sanga had thought that Babur 
ae go back after defeating Ibrahim. When he 
ene Babur’s idea of making an empire in India, he 
a ed to meet him. A fierce battle was fought a 
à sata In the beginning the Rajputs were winning 
n the Mughal army lost heart. Babur then made a 
stirring speech to encourage his soldiers. The Mughal 
soldiers came in spirits again. Babur took a vow that 
he would never touch wine if he could defeat the 
Rajputs. At last the Mughals won the battle. The 
victory of Khanua made Babur the supreme master of 
Hindustan. After this, he conquered Chanderi and 


defeated the Afghans. 

onality and Character. Babur was a 
n leader of men. He had great 
so that he could carry two 
on the wall of a fortess. He 
hunting and archery. 


Babur’s Pers 
great general and a bor 
physical strength so much 
men in his armpits and run 
Was very good at swimming, 

Babur was a scholar, poet and musician. He was 


a man of fine tastes. He was fond of lakes and beauti- 
ful gardens. He wrote his autobiography «Baburnamah’. 
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He was a strict Sunni Muslim, but he treated the 
Shias well. l 


His Death. Babur died at Agra in 1530. His 
body was conveyed to Kabul according to his wish and 
was buried there ina tomb. There is an interesting 
story about his death. His eldest son Humayun fell ill. 
A holy man advised Babur that if he wanted to save 
his son’s life, he must give up the most precious thing 
he had. Babur said that his own life was more precious 
to him than anything else. He went three times round 
Humayun’s bed praying for his life. After this Humayun 
got better while Babur fell ill and died. We can’t say 
how far this story is true. But it tells one thing that 
Babur loved his son very much. 


Some recent researches have proved that 
Humayun’s illness had nothing to do with Babur’s 
death. They tell that he was poisoned to death by a 
cook who was a party to Ibrahim Lodhi’s mother. 


GLOSSARY 
Learn the spelling, pronunciation and meaning : — 
Tolerant tol'-erant Generous 
Opportunity auper-choon -iti Chance 
Realise ri-a-lyz Feel 
Stirring stur -ring Encouraging 
Archery aarch’-ry The art of shooting 
arrows 
Autobiography auto-biog -raphy Life history of a man 
written by himself 
SUMMARY 


The Mongols had been invading India for the Jast three cen- 
turies. They were determined to conquer India. At last they suc- 
ceeded under Babur in 1526. 

Babur was the son of the chief of Farghana. He was ousted 
from there by his relatives and enemies. He conquered Kabul in 


y 
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the nobles of Ibrahim Lodhi to 


1504. In 1524 he was invited by 
ab in 1524-25. In 1526 he con- 


invide India. He conquered Punj 
quered Delhi also and founded the Mughal empire. He fought the 


ny Battle of Panipat in 1526 and the Battle of Khanua in 1527. 
e conquered Agra also. He died in 1530 and was succeeded by 


his eldest son Humayun. 


EXERCISE 
. What do you know about Babur’s early career ? How 


did he conquer India ? 
If. Did Babur die a sudden d 
of his death given in your 
III. Write a short note on Babur 
IV. Describe in brief (a) The First Battle of Pani 
Battle of Khanua. 
y. Fill up the blanks :— 
(i) The word Babur means— =: 
(ii) Babur was the son of——: the chief of ——- 
(iii) Babur belonged to the family of Timur from his—— $ 
side. 
(iv) Babur was born i 
(v) Babur fought agains 
at Khanua. 
VI. Tick off the correct stateme! 
(i) Babur was turned out o: 
(ii) Indian nobles, who bad invi 
him later on. 
(iii) Babur made an inspiring speech to 
(iv) Babur wrote his own life history in 
(v) The story of Babur’s death mentioned in t 
doubtful. 
(vi) Babur Jove 


= 


eath ? How far does the story 
book seem true ? 


*s character and personality. 
pat (b) The 


n——a.p. and died in——4-D- 
t——at Panipat and against—— 


nts :— 
f his native land in 1503. 
ted Babur, turned against 


the Rajputs. 
Baburnamah. 
his book is 


d Askari very much. 


THINGS TO DO 


abur and paste it in your exercise 


1. Collect a picture of B 
book. 

2. In an outli 
fought battles in India. 

3. What was the mistake made by Babur ? Develop a dis- 
cussion in the class. 


ne map of India, show the places where Babur 


CHAPTER XIV 
HUMAYUN THE KIND 
(1530-40 A.D. and 1555-56 AD.) 

Babur had four sons— Nasir-ud-din, Kamaran, 
Askri and Hindal. Nasir-ud-din was the eldest. So he- 
= z succeeded to the throne at Agra 
after his father’s death in 1530.. 
He took the title of Humayun 
which means lucky. Babur had 
divided his large empire among 
his sons. Humayun was to occupy 
the central throne while Kamaran 
was given the provinces of Kabul 
and Qandhar. Sambhal. was given 
to Askari and Hindal was given 
Alwar and Mewar. Babur, at his 
death-bed, had advised Nasir-ud- 
din to treat his brothers kindly. 
Humayun Humayun acted upon his father’s 


advice throughout his life. But his brothers always 
troubled him. 


Humayun’s Difficulties. You know that Babur 
could rule over India for a very short time. All the time 
he remained busy in wars. He conquered a large empire 
from Kabul to Delhi and Agra. But he could find no 
time to give it proper administration. So there was 
disorder everywhere. Humayun’s brothers were planning 
to seize the central throne. The large army of Babur was 
composed of different people—the Af. 


D ghans, Rajputs, 
Turks and other Indians. Only a very strong person 
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could keep them together. Humayun was very kind and 
he lacked the tact and daring of his father. So it was 
difficult for him to hold them together. There were 
many rajas and Afghan chiefs who did not like the 
Mughal rule. Though the Afghans had been crushed by 
Babur for the moment, yet they re-established them- 
selves in Bengal and Bihar. They were trying to bring 
the Afghan rule once again. Bahadur Shah, the ruler of 


Gujarat, was also dreaming of a country-wide empire. 


Humayun’s Struggle. Humayun’ spent the first 
two years of his reign in putting down revolts in Bun- 
delkhand, Jaunpur and Bihar. He then marched against 
Bahadur Shah of Gujarat and defeated him at Manda- 
sor. He took the fort of Champaner, but this success 
was very short-lived. As soon as Humayun turned his 
back, Bahadur Shah re-took his kingdom. 


Battle of Chausa, 1539. Sher Khan (later Sher 
Shah Suri), an Afghan noble of Bihar, rose in revolt 
against Humayun and advanced towards Bengal in 1535. 
Humayun fought against him for two years, but Sher 
Shah was very clever. When Humayun advanced against 
him, he offered no fight and let him push into the coun- 


try. Humayun captured Gaud, the capital of Bengal. 


Meanwhile, the monsoons set in and Humayun could 


not go back. He had to stay there for a long time. A 
large number of Mughal soldiers died of malaria. Sher 
Shah cut off the communications between Delhi and 
Bengal and provisions could not reach Humayun. So 
he had to retreat, but Sher Shah made a sudden attack 
on the Mughal army at Chausa near Buxar on the bank 
of the Ganges in 1539. Thousands of Mughal soldiers 
were killed and drowned. Humayun jumped into the 
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Ganges alongwith his horse. The horse was drowned 
in the river, but Humayun was saved by a water-carrier 
(Bhisti) on his mussuck. 

. Once again Humayun tried to crush the power of 
Sher Shah in 1540. But he was badly defeated and had 
to flee for life. 

Homeless Humayun. Humayun became home- 
less and wandered from place to place for fifteen years. 
With a few faithful followers, he crossed the desert of 
Rajasthan and reached Umarkot in Sind. Here he marri- 
ed Hamida Banu, the daughter of a family priest. A son 
was born to Hamida Banu Begam the same year. Hum- 
ayun had no money to celebrate his son’s birth. None of 


AWA An can 


his brothers helped him. So he went to Persia. The Shah 
of Persia gave him shelter. With his help Humayun defe- 
ated his brother Kamaran and took Qandhar in 1545, 
He now made up his mind to re-conquer Hindustan. 
He defeated his brothers; one of them was killed in the 
battle while the other two proceeded to Mecca. After 
sometime he heard of the struggle for the Delhi throne 
among the successors of Sher Shah. He marched to 
Delhi and conquered it in July 1555. Thus he again 
conquered his lost throne. But he could not enjoy his 
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position fora long time. He died ofa fall from the 
staircase of his library in 1556. 


Humayun’s Character and Personality. Humayun 
was a goodman. He was large-hearted and sympa- 
thetic. He treated his brothers kindly, though they 
proved faithless to him. He was a person of fine tastes. 
He composed poetry and had a keen interest in astro- 
nomy. But he had one great fault. He liked to enjoy 
himself even when there were more important things 
to do. After conquering Gujarat, he settled down to a 
life of pleasure. It was wrong on his part. He did not 
have the sense of patience. Before finishing the work 
in hand, he would turn to another. He ate opium too 
¿and wasted time in indolence and merry-making. He 
was brave but nota good general. All these defects 
of his personality came in the way of his success. 


SHER SHAH SURI (1540-45 A.D.) 


Early Life. Sher Shah was an Afghan born in 
1486. His early name was Farid. His father Hasan 
was a jagirdar in the pargana of 
Sahasram in Bihar. Farid’s step- 
mother ill-treated him, so he left 
home and went to Jaunpur. There 
he studied Arabic and Persian. 
After sometime his father called 
him back. He was then twenty-five 
years old. He managed his father’s 
jagir for eight years very efficiently. 
But his step-mother did not treat 
him well. He again left home and 
took up service with Bahar Khan 
Sher Shah Lohani, the governor of Bihar. He 
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killed a tiger and got from his master a new name Sher 
Khan. He was appointed the deputy governor of South 
Bihar. He rose step by step till he became the inde- 
pendent ruler of Bihar. After this, he defeated 
Humayun in the battles of Chausa and Kanaujin 1539 
and 1540 respectively. Humayun had to run for his 
life and Sher Khan became the king of Northern India 
as Sher Shah Suri. 


Administration. Sher Shah ranks among the best 
administrators in the history of India. He died so 
much for the welfare of the people that his reforms 
are well-known in our history. 

Sher Shah divided the whole kingdom into 47 
sarkars. The sarkars were divided into parganas. He 
personally supervised every branch of administration. 


He got the whole land measured and fixed the 
revenue as one-third of the total produce. Raja Todar 
Mal was his revenue minister. Sher Shah paid special 
attention to agriculture. The farmers did not have 
any difficulty in his reign. 

Sher Shah appointed spies all over his kingdom. 
They kept him informed of everything. Sher Shah gave 
equal justice to the Hindus and the Muslims. He 
treated the Hindus very well and gave them high 
positions. Punishments were very severe. 

Sher Shah had a very large army that was well 
disciplined. Like Ala-ud-din Khalji he started the 
branding of horses. The army was paid in cash. Sher 


Shah set-up a regular system of dak. He improved 
coinage also. 


He protected the life and property of the people 
1n a very organised way, For the welfare of his subjects 
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he constructed good roads with shady trees on both 
sides. Wells were sunk at regular intervals. Inns were 
made for the comfort of the travellers. The most 
famous of his roads was the Grand Trunk Road which 
ran from Sunargaon to Attock. 


Sher Shah encouraged education by opening 
schools and giving scholarships to good students. 


Sher Shah was a great builder also. He remade 
the city of Delhi and founded the town of Rohtas in 
the Punjab. He constructed the old fort of Delhi. 
There are a beautiful mosque and Sher Mandal in this 
fort. His own tomb at Sahasram is a beautiful building 


in the middle of a lake. 


Sher Shah is known as the fore-runner of Akbar. 
Akbar followed the system of Sher Shah with minor 
changes here and there. The civil and military systems 
of Akbar were on the same lines. Land system was 
almost the same. Raja Todar Mal was the revenue 
minister of Akbar too. Sher Shah’s liberal policy to- 
wards the Hindus was followed by Akbar. He took a 
step forward by removing Jiziya. Akbar, too, looked 
to the happiness of his people like Sher Shah. He even 
followed the idea of mixing up the styles of Hindu and 
Muslim architecture in his buildings. The short, Sher 
Shah’s administration was a model for Akbar. 


Sher Shah’s Death. After defeating Humayun in 
1540, Sher Shah went in for new conquests. He con- 
quered Malwa and Sind in 1542-43 and defeated Raja 
Maldev of Jodhpur in 1544. After that he conquered 
the land between Ajmer and Abu and marched on 
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Kalanjar in 1545. He 
Succeeded in capturing 
the fort, but his own 
gun-powder caught fire 
and he was burnt alive. 
His Successors. Suc- 
cessors of Sher Shah 
were very weak. He was 
succeeded by his son 
— Jalal Khan who mounted 
Sher Shah’s Tomb the throne in 1545 as 
Islam Shah commonly known as Salim Shah. He had 
most of the qualities of his father. He could hold the 
empire for nine years when he died a sudden death. 
Next came Adil Shah, who was a worthless person. He 
left the task of his government in the hands of Hemu, 
is minister. He was very suspicious and pleasure- 
seeking. So revolts broke out and one Sikander Sur 
rose in power and conquered the land between the 
Indus and the Ganges. Adil Shah retired to Chunar. 
By now Humayun had marched into India once 


again. He defeated Sikander Sur at Sirhind in 1555 
and entered Delhi as the master of his lost throne. 


GLOSSARY 
Learn the spelling, Pronunciation and meaning :— 
Lack lak Want 
Crush krush Put down 
Retreat ri-treet’ Go back 
Mussuck mus’ -uk Leather bag for water 
Stair-case stair'-case Steps 

SUMMARY 


Babur was succeeded b 


him out. He went to Persia a 
15 years he was able to regain his throne. 


Sher Shah was a promising ruler. He gave very good admi- 


He did much for the good of the public. 
m from the scene very soon. His successors were 
un succeeded in Tegaining his lost throne in 1555. 


Death removed hi 
weak. So Humay 
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EXERCISE 
I. How and when did Humayun lose his throne ? Describe 
his early difficulties. 

II. Write in brief about the early life and rise of Sher Shah 
Suri. 

III. Write a detailed note of Sher Shah’s administration and 
works of public good. 

IV. How was Humayun able to regain his lost throne ? 

V. Write short notes on (a) Battle of Chausa (b) Sher Shah’s 
death (c) Comparison of the characters of Sher Shah and 
Humayun. 

VI. Fill up the blanks :— 
(i) Humayun was——years old when Babur died. 


(ii) Humayun defeated Bahadur Shah of Gujarat at——. 
(iii) Sher Shah defeated Humayun at—-—in 1539 A.D. and 
at——in 1540 4.D. 


(iv) Humayun’s life was saved by a——at the battle of 
Chausa. 
(v) Humayun married Hamida Banu in——4.?. A son was 


born to her in——A4.D. 
VII. Tick off the correct statements :— 
(i) Humayun made a mistake by showing kindness to his 
brothers. 
(ii) Sher Shah was a Mughal. 
(iii) Sher Shah is called the fore-runner of Akbar. 
(iv) Humayun called regain his throne only in the absence 
of Sher Shah. 
(v) Humayun was drowned in the Ganges and died. 
(vi) Humayun was the weak son of a brave father. 
(vii) Sher Shah’s real name was Farid. 
VIII. Match the dates against their events :— 
Events Dates 


. Battle of Chausa 1. 1545 
. Birth of Sher Shah 2. 1556 
. Birth of Humayun 3. 1542 

4. 1486 


. Death of Humayun 5. 1507 
. Marriage of Hamida Banu Begum 6. 1539 
THINGS TO DO 
1. Inan outline map of India show places where Humayun 
fought battles. Also locate Umarkot. 
2. Collect pictures of Humayun and Sher Shah and paste 
them in your note-book. 


1 
2 
3 
4. Death of Sher Shah 
5 
6. 


CHAPTER XV 
AKBAR THE GREAT 
(1556 A.D.—1605 A.D.) 


You have read in the last chapter that homeless 
Humayun married Hamida Banu at Umarkot in 1542. 
The same year a son was born to him. Who knew at 
that time that this baby was to be the greatest of the 
Mughal emperors in India ? Today we call him 
Mughal-i- Aazam. 


Humayun named his son Jalal-ud-din. Jalal-ud-din 
Promised greatness in his early 
childhood. But greatness always 
lies across difficulties. Jalal-ud-din 
was hardly thirteen when he lost 
his father in 1556. He succeeded to 
his father’s throne under the title 
of Jalal-ud-din Mohammad Akbar. 


His Difficulties. As told 
above Akbar was surrounded by 
difficulties on all sides. The politi- 
cal condition of India was very 
dangerous. Sikander Sur was again 
gaining strength. The land between 
Agra and Malwa was under Adil Shah, the last ruler of 
the Sur dynasty. His minister Hemu had captured Delhi 
and he was dreaming of a Hinduempire. The country 
was divided under independent chiefs. Akbar’s own 
half-brother Mirza Hakim was independent in Kabul. 


Akbar 
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The advisers of Akbar asked him to go to Kabul. 
But his guardian Bairam Khan did not agree. He had 
served Babur and Humayun faithfully. So he insisted 
on a battle against Hemu. Akbar agreed to his guardian’s 
proposal and marched against Hemu with his army. 


Second Battle of Panipat, 1556 AD. Both the 
armies met on the field of Panipat in 1556. Hemu was 
defeated. An arrow struck his eye and he fell down 
from his elephant. He was brought before Akbar in an 
unconscious condition. Bairam Khan asked Akbar to 
kill the kafir. But Akbar did not want to attack the 
helpless enemy. So Bairam Khan himself beheaded 
Hemu and Akbar occupied Delhi and Agra. 


Revolt of Bairam Khan. Bairam Khan now be- 
came very powerful. He was a Shia Muslim and did 
not treat the Sunnis well. He had become very proud 
also, so many nobles turned against him. Akbar had 
attained majority by now. He took the reins of govern- 
ment in his own hands in 1560. Bairam Khan revolted 
against him, but he was defeated. Keeping in view his 
past services, Akbar pardoned him and advised him to 
go to Mecca. But he was murdered on the way by an 
Afghan in 1561. Bairam Khan’s infant son Abdur 
Rahim was brought to Akbar. Later, he became a 


famous jewel of Akbar’s court. 


Akbar’s Conquest. Akbar worked very hard to 
conquer a large part of the country and establish 
peace. He extended his empire from Kabul to Assam. 
and from the Himalayas to the banks of the river 


Godavari. 
North India. In the first four years of his reign 
Akbar conquered Ajmer, Gwalior, Oudh and Jaunpur. 
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Now he turned his attention to the Rajput states. Some 
States like Jaipur and Jodhpur fell easily. But he met 
with strong opposition in Gondwana and Chittor. 


Gondwana was governed by Rani Durgawati. She 
fought very bravely but she was defeated. Her son, Vir 
Narayan fel] fighting and she killed herself. 


In 1567 Akbar attacked Chittor, ruled by Udai 
—-, Singh, the son of Rana Sanga. 

Udai Singh was not as brave as his 
father. He ran away from the 
battle-field leaving the defence of 
the fortress of Chittor in the hands 
of Jaimal Rathor and Fatta. Ak- 
bar himself lead his forces. At last 
Akbar killed Jaimal by a chance 
shot and Chittor fell to his hands. 
Rajput women performed Jauhar 
to save themselves from disgrace. 
Maharana Pratap was the son of Udai Singh. He 
— EE had a band of brave Raj- 
Me Sass puts under his leadership, 
He decided to defy the 
Mughal power. He kept 
fighting against Akbar for 
twenty-five years. But the 
Mughals were mightier. At 
last in a battle at Haldi 
Ghat he was defeated in 
5 A 1576. The power of the 
Maed Pratap Rajputs was broken. Now 
Akbar conquered Gujarat, 
Bihar, Bengal and Orissa. 


Udai Singh 


we 


Ao Wi 


— a 
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Akbar sent an expedition to Malwa under the 
command of Adam Khan, his foster-brother in 1561. 
He attacked the fortress of Mandu where Baz Bahadur, 
the king of Malwa, lived. After defeating Baz Bahadur, 
Adam Khan wanted his Hindu queen Rupmati for him- 
self. She instead of going to him poisoned herself. 
When Akbar came to know ofit he felt very angry and 
killed Adam Khan, Akbar, for many years, fought 
against the tribes of the north-west frontier. He con- 


quered Kashmir also. 


South India. Akbar now gave his attention to the 
south. Chiefs of Bahmani kingdom had joined together 
and defeated Vijayanagar at Talikot in 1565. After their 
victory they began to quarrel among themselves. This. 
gave the Portuguese traders a chance to settle down at 
a number of places on the west coast. Akbar felt that 
the Portuguese were a danger to his empire. He wanted 
South India to be under him. He attacked Ahmadnagar. 
Chandbibi, the brave queen, fought bravely. But in the 
end she was forced to sign a treaty with the Mughals. 


Next he conquered Khandesh. 
Administration. You have already 
ministration was almost the same 


absolute ruler. He was not 
ommander-in-chief 


Akbar’s 
learnt that Akbar’s ad 
as Sher Shah’s. He was an 
Only the ruling head but also the comm 
of the army. He divided his empire into 15 subahs 
(provinces). Each province was placed under a governor 
With full civil and military powers- 


The judicial administration Was headed by a Chief 
Justice E Mier Adi Heas helped by the gazis 
and kotwals. But the final authority of justice was in 
Akbar’s hands. 
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Revenue System. Akbar’s minister Todar Mal 
was a very intelligent revenue minister. He had worked 
under Sher Shah Suri. The whole land was measured 
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properly. The revenue was collected from the farmers. 
They had to pay one-third of the total produce. 
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The revenue could be paid in cash or kind. The culti- 
vators were given a kind treatment. They were happier 
than ever before. 


) Mansabdari System. Akbar had a standing army 
but it was not very large. He started the Mansabdari 
system.. According to this system the troops were 
supplied by the military officers called Mansabdars. 
There were thirty-three grades of these Mansabdars. 
They had to supply the emperor with a fixed number 


of horsemen when required. The lowest officer had a 
thousand horsemen. The higher grades of Mansabdars 
rved for members of the 


above five thousand were rese 
royal family and nobles of high ranks. All these Man- 
sabdars were responsible for the maintenance of peace 
and collection of revenue in their territories. 

Social Reforms. Several evil customs like early- 
marriage, sati and slavery were in practice. Akbar 
tried to stop them by law. He allowed the widows to 
marry again. 

Akbar’s Religious Policy. Akbar was Very 
religious-minded. e had a longing to know the good 
points of all religions and to end the religious quarrels 
and establish peace. He used to meet the teachers of 
vario ‘ions and discuss problems with them. He 
AERE ‘ke, He built at his new 


respected all the religious alike. 
capital. Fatehpur Sikri, an [badat Khana (House of 


Worship). There sat the Maulvis, Pandits, Christian 
De RE monks, the priests of the Sikhs and the 
PAN They discussed religion and philosophy 


together. 
Akbar founded a new religion, the Din-i-Hahi or 
the Divine Faith. It combined the good points of all 
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the freligions. Followers of this faith were asked not 
to eat meat on certain days. But Akbar never forced 
anybody to follow this faith. He gave freedom of 
religion to everyone. He removed the jizia also. 


Akbar’s Rajput Policy. Before Akbar, Rajputs 
and Mughals were not on good terms. Rajputs were 
very brave people and Akbar realised that he would 
not be able to rule properly until he won over the 
Rajputs. So they were given high positions in the 
government. Raja Man Singh of Ambar was Akbar’s 
trusted general. Akbar married his father’s sister 
Jodha Bai. Her father Raja Behari Mal of Jaipur was 
also given a high position. Prince Salim was Jodha 
Bai’s son. He was married to Man Singh’s sister Man 
Bai. In this way Akbar made friends with the Rajputs. 


Akbar’s Court. Akbar himself was illiterate, but 
he honoured men of letters and the artists. Scholars, 
poets, musicians, philosophers, painters and adminis- 
trators were in his court. They were nine in number 
and are known as Nine Jewels. Some of them were 
Faizi, Abdul Fazl, Abdul Rahim Khankhana, Tansen, 
Raja Birbal, Todar Mal and Man Singh. 


Akbar patronised Hindi, Sanskrit and Persian 
literatures. He built many buildings about which we 
will read later. Abdul Fazl wrote Ain-i-Akbari and 
Akbarnamati. 


Akbar’s Character and Personality. Akbar is one 
of the greatest kings in the history of the world. He 
could not get the formal education due to the stormy 
days of his childhood. When he grew older he got 
education through ears. He asked learned men to 


read our things to him. He was very int 


them up. 


His height was me 
stout, and voice loud and 
and fond of fun. 
He was a patron © 
He was a soldier an 


order, His administratio 
of equality. He 
people. 


He wished to U 
creeds and establish & 
National Rule. His outlook 
in every field was national. 
He called himself an Indian 
first and Muslim afterwat 
That’s why he is called the 
National Ruler of India. 
Akbar died in 1605 at the 


His figure and personality were ve 
dium, complexion Ww 
rich. He was very cheerful 


He liked hunting an 


f fine arts also. 
d administrator of a very high 


n was ba 
brought peace an 


nite the people ofall cl 


ds. 
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elligent to pick 


ry impressive. 
heatish, body 


d elephant fights. 
sed on the principles 
d well-being to his 


asses and 


age of sixty-three. He was i 
buried at Sikandra. vk 
Akbar’s Tomb 
GLOSSARY i 
Learn the spelling, pronunciation and meaning :— 
Unconscious un-con shus see 
ij aL 
Attain attain j 
jo'-ri Completion of the 18th 
jori io -rity 
iron a year of age 
ard'-un, par -dun Excuse 
ahr ii Fl Die fighting 
Band band Cuts Group 
Authority autho’ -riti, author -iti Power 
SUMMARY SAUR 
the throne jn 1556 after gea eating Hemu at 
a S e whole of North India except Mewar. He 
Akbar’s administration was 


Panipat. He conquered th 
conquered Ahmednagar an 
based on the pattern © 


d Gondwana. 
f Sher Sha 


h Suri's government. He started 
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the Mansabdari system. He introduced several reforms. His policy 
towards the Hindus was mild, so the Rajputs became the back-bone 
of the Mughal empire. Akbar founded a new religion Din-i-Iahi. 
He had nine jewels at his court. He is known as a National Ruler 
of India. 
EXERCISE 
I. Give a brief account of the Second Battle of Panipat. What 
“ were its results ? 
Write short notes on the following :— 
(a) Bairam Khan (b) Raja Todar Mal (c) Hemu (d) Man~ 
sabdari system (e) Din-i-Ilahi ( f) Rana Pratap. 
III. Describe the conquests of Akbar the Great. Who did not: 
accept his overlordship ? 
IV. Describe the administration and social reforms of Akbar.. 
V. Write a short note on the religious and Rajput policies of 
Akbar. What were their results ? 
VI. Form an estimate of the character and personality of 
Akbar. 
VIL. Fill up the blanks : — 
(a) Akbar’s mother Was —, the daughter of a family priest. 
(b) Bairam Khan was Akbar’s. from 1556 to 1560. He 
was murdered on his way to N 
(c) Two queens against whom Akbar fought were— —and 
—. They ruled — —and —— respectively. 
(d) The Chief Justice under Akbar was called 
(e) Akbar founded a new religion named——. 
VIII. Tick off the correct statements :— 
(i) Akbar followed a policy of religious tolerance. 
(ii) Akbar followed a policy of Starting wars against all. 
(iii) Akbar built grand buildings and forts. 
(iv) Akbar improved the Mansabdari system which was. 
Started by Humayun. 
(v) Akbar tried to bring about national unity. 


(vi) Akbar married Jodha Bai, the sister of Raja Bhagwan 
Das. 


II. 


THINGS TO DO 
1. In an outline map of India mark 
empire in 1605. 
2. Collect pictures of Akbar, 
Chand Bibi, Rani Durgavati 
them in your note-book. 


Bairam Khan, Rana Pratap, 


the boundary of Akbar’s. 


and Raja Todar Mal, Paste. 


T 


CHAPTER XVI 
JAHANGIR THE JUST 
(1605 A.D.—1627 A.D.) 


For a long time Akbar had no son. He went 
bare-footed to Sheikh Salim Chishti at Ajmer to take 
his blessings. The holy man told the emperor that if 
he prayed to God, his wish would 
be fulfilled, and so it happened- 
Prince Salim was born in 1569. 
Akbar named the prince Nur-ud- 
din Mohammad Salim in honour 
of the holy man. Salim’s pet 
name was Shekhu who was loved 
by everyone. So he became a 
spoilt child. Later, two more sons 
Murad and Danial were born to 
Akbar. Both of them died of 
Jahangir heavy drinking in 1599 and 1604 
n Salim grew older he revolted 


tively. Whe 
Date 602. But he was defeated and Akbar 


against Akbar in 1 

pardoned him. 
When Akbar died in 1605, Salim became king at 

the age of thirty-six. He put on the title of Jahangir 

which means the Conqueror of the World 

Jahangir continued the policy 

the Hindus. He followed not 


but also made further improve- 
He had fastened 


Administration. 
of toleration towards 
only Akbar’s policies, 
ments. His love of justice was great. 


[ 127 ] 


128 ] 


a chain to his room in the fort of Agra. Any oppres- 


sed person could pullit and have the justice of the 
emperor. 


There are several stories about Jahangirs justice. 
Once a very weak horse was roaming near the em- 
peror’s palace. It was very weak and hungry as its 
master had neglected it. It chanced to bite the chain 
of the Justice Bell. The bell rang and the emperor 
enquired about it. When he came to know of the 
miserable condition of the horse, he sent for its master. 


He was warned and given a sum of money to spend on 
the horse. 


Once Nurjahan, emperor’s beloved queen, shot a 
washer-man by mistake. The washer-woman came 
weeping to the emperor. Jahangir passed his sentence 
in a just manner. He gave a gun to the washer-woman 
and asked her to shoot the emperor (Nurjahan’s 
husband) dead. The washer-woman was very pleased. 


The emperor gave her gold-equal in weight to her 
husband’s body. 


Rebellion of Khusrau. 
eldest son of Jahangir. 
against his father. Now h 


Nurjahan. You must have heard the name of 
Nurjahan, the queen of Jahangir. She was a beautiful 


Persian lady. Her father was in the service of Akbar. 
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Nurjahan’s original name 
was Mehr-u-Nisa. There is a 
‘story that Saleem wanted 
to marry her but Akbar came 
in his way. So she was 
married to Sher Afghan, the 
jagirdar of Burdwan. It is 
said that Jahangir got Sher 
Afghan killed because he 
-wanted to marry Mehr-ul- 
Nisa. Modern historians do 
not believe this story. They 
say that Jahangir married 
Nurjahan ina normal way. 
Widows according to Muslim 
Jaw can marry again. How- Norjahan 

‘ever, Jahangir loved her very much and gave her the 
title of Nur Jahan meaning ‘Light of the World’. 


Nurjahan was a cultured and intelligent lady. 
Jahangir left the affairs of the state in her hands. She 
attended to the government efficiently. Her image 
came on the coins along with Jahangir’s. 


Nurjahan was generous and charitable. She took 
pity on the poor and helped them. She composed poe- 
try and had very fine tastes. Because Jahangir was ease- 
‘Joving, she became very powerful. A party at the court 
grew against her and there wasa revolt against the 
emperor and the queen under a general named 
Mahabat Khan. She put it down with great wisdom. 


Revolt of Prince Khurram, 1622 A.D. Prince 
Khurram (later Shahjahan) was another son of 
Jahangir. He revolted against his father, but he was 
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defeated. He sought forgiveness and he had to send 
his two sons to the court as hostages. 


Foreigners in Jahangir’s Court. The fame of the 
riches of India had spread to Europe. Many countries 


Sir Thomas Roe in Mughal Court 


me 


wanted to trade with India. One of them was England. 
So in 1608 A.D., king James I sent William Hawkins 
with a letter to Jahangir’s court. He came to obtain 
concessions for trade. But he had to go disappointed. 


William Hawkins was followed by Sir Thomas 
Roe in 1615 A.D. He succeeded in getting a firman 
(decree) permitting the English to trade at Surat. 


Sir Thomas Roe writes that he was treated very 
nicely by the emperor. The court was full of pomp 
and show. There was wealth in the country but the 
administration was not as efficient as in the time of 


Akbar. 


Character and Personality of Jahangir. Jahangir 
was intelligent and energetic. But at the same 
time he was lazy and pleasure-loving. He was very 
handsome and loved painting. He drank wine too 
much but only at night. During the day he lived in 
discipline. Though cruel at times, he was a lover of 
justice. He was generous and charitable. He treated 
the Hindus well and loved learned men. He himself 
was very highly educated. He composed poetry in 
Persian. He could speak Turki and Hindi. He was a 
great admire of beauty. A serious defect in his 
personality was that he could be easily misled. His 
excessive love for pleasure made him neglect the state 
affairs. Asa result, the peace of the empire was dis- 
turbed time and again. He ruined his health by drink- 


ing too much. 


He caught asthma and went to Kashmir for a 
change. On his way back, he died near Bhimbar in 


1627 A.D. 
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GLOSSARY 


Learn the spelling, pronunciation and meaning :— 
Improvement im-proov'-ment Reform 


Oppress op-ress’ To be cruel to 

Suppress su-press’ To put down s 

Hostage haus'-tij Person given as security 

Energetic ener-get'-ic Strong 

Mislead misleed To lead on a wrong path 
SUMMARY 


Akbar died in 1605. His eldest son Salim ascended the throne 
as Jahangir. He was a pleasure-seeking person. He continued the 
Policies of his father. He was mild to the Hindus. He had a keen 
Sense of justice. As soon as he came to throne, his son EEA 
revolted. But he was defeated, arrested and blinded. In 1622 prince 
Khurram revolted. He was also defeated. Jahangir had caught 
asthma because of excessive drinking. He died in 1627. 


EXERCISE 
I. Write a note on Jahangir’s sense of justice. 
Il. Who was Nurjahan ? How did she enter the royal palace ? 
What do you know about her last days ? 
UI. Write a note on the character and personality of Jahangir. 
IV. Who was Khusrau ? Why did he revolt ? 
V. Fill up the blanks :— 
(i) Akbar had three sons—— 


» ——and——. 
(ii) Salim revolted against Akbar in——A.p. 
(iii) ——died in 1599 and— - in 1604, of excessive 
drinking. 
(iv) Nurjahan was married to——., the Jagirdar of ——. 
©) ——revolted against his father Jahangir in 1622. 
(i) Two Englishmen who Visited Jahangir’s court were— — 


and——. 
‘VI. Tick off the correct statements :— 
(i) Jahangir is famous for his Sense of justice. 
(ii) Jahangir was a patient of diabetes. 
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(iii) Nurjahan conducted the administration of her husband’s ` 
empire. 

(iv) Prince Khurram later on came to be known as Shah 
Jahan. 

(v) Jahangir composed poetry in Persian. 


THINGS TO DO 


1. Collect pictures of Jahangir, Nurjahan, William Hawkins 
and Sir Thomas Roe. Paste them in your note-book. 
2. Relate a story of Jahangir’s justice in your class. 


CHAPTER XVII 


SHAH JAHAN THE BUILDER 
(1628 A.D.—1658 AD.) 


Jahangir died of asthma in 1627. He had four 
sons, but Khusrau and Parvez had died in his lifetime, 
while Shahryar and Khurram survived him. Shahryar 
was married to the daughter of Nur Jahan. He was the 
governor of Lahore, while Khurram was in Deccan. 
Shahryar had the support of Nurjahan who was all in 
all. So he declared himself emperor at Lahore. 


Khurram was married to Arjmand Banu, Nur 
Jahan’s niece. Nur Jahan’s brother Asaf Khan helda 
high position at the court. He wanted his son-in-law to 
be the next king. So there wasa tussle between Nur 
Jahan and her brother Asaf Khan. Asaf Khan sought 
the help of some nobles who were against Nur Jahan. 
They sent word to Shah Jahan to come 
to the capital. At the same time they 
put on the throne Dawar Baksh, the 
son of the late prince Khusrau. It was 
only a make-shift arrangement. Asaf 
Khan marched to Lahore at the head 
of a large army. He defeated, impri- 
soned and blinded Shahryar. Khurram 
reached Agra and seized the throne of 
his father. He took the title of Shah 
Jahan. Prince Dawar was sent to prison 
and later on, he went to Persia. It is said that Shah 
Jahan murdered eighteen persons of the royal blood to 
become the master of the Mughal throne. However, he 


treated Nur Jahan kindly. He fixed for her a pension of 
one lakh rupees a year. 


Shah Jahan 
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Early Rebellions. Soon after Shah Jahan’s en- 
thronement, Khan Jahan Lodhi, the governor of 
Deccan revolted. He was defeated and killed. Jujhar 
Singh Bundela, another chief, met with the same fate. 


Shah Jahan and the Deccan. Shah Jahan extended 
his empire in the Deccan also. Ahmadnagar was 
annexed in 1636 and Bidar in 1657. Bijapur and 
‘Golconda were forced to pay tribute. 


War against the Portuguese. The Portuguese had 
established a factory at Hoogly. They kidnapped Indian 
children and converted them to Christianity. They 
carried on slave-trade also. Shah Jahan destroyed their 
‘settlements and warned them to be careful in future. 
Campaign. Akbar- had conquered 

It was an important place because 
ade-route between Persia and India. 
During the reign of Jahangir, Qandhar went into the 
hands of the Persians. Shah Jahan tried to take it 
back but failed because his army was weak. 


Failure in Central Asia. Shah Jahan sent an 
army under his son Aurangzeb to conquer the Central 
Asian countries —Balkh and Badkhashan. A lot of 
money was spent on this expedition, but it came out to 


be a failure. 

Shah Jaban’s Administration. The general frame- 
f the administration was the same as in Akbar’s 
days with some changes here and there. The army 
had become too large. It could only fight in open fields 
and not in hilly areas. 
Shah Jahan was also famous for his justice. A day 
et apart for hearing the complaints of the people. 
vere under him. 


Qandhar 
Qandhar in 1595. 
it fell on the tr 


work o. 


was s 
Punishments were se 
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European Travellers. Tavernier, Peter Munday and 
Bernier were the Europeans who came to India im 


Shah Jahan’s reign. They have given accounts of Shah: 
Jahan’s times. 


The Great Famine. During the years 1631-32 a. 
dreadful famine occurred in Gujarat, Khandesh and the: 
Deccan. Thousands of people died of starvation. The 
state helped the famine-stricken people. Food was 


distributed free of charge and a large sum of money 
was granted for the relief work. 


Shah Jahan the Builder. Shah Jahan was a man. 
of very fine tastes. He is the builder of the great Taj 
Mahal at Agra. Itis a beautiful monument made of 
marble. The beauty of the Taj is well known the world 
over. It is one of the seven wonders of the worid. 

Shah Jahan built the Taj in the memory of his 
beloved queen Arjumand Banu 
Begum (Mumtaz Mahal). Shah 
Jahan loved her very dearly. 
She died in 1631 at the time of 
the birth of her fourteenth 
child. The Taj took twenty 
years to be completed. A large 


amount of money was spent 
on it. 


Shah Jahan’s period is 
known for its wealth. His 
treasury was full of gold, silver 
and jewels, which enabled him Mumtaz Mahal 
to make a large number of 


buildings. We will read about them later. The most 


important of his buildings are Red Forts at 
Agra, the Taj and the Jama Masjids at Agra a 


The Taj 


respectively. He founded the town of Shahjahanabad.. 
We call it Delhi now. 


War of Succession. The last days of Shah Jahan 
were very unhappy. His sons started fighting among 
themselves for the throne in his life-time. He had four 
sons—Dara Shikoh, Shujah, Aurangzeb and Murad. 
as the favourite of Shah Jahan. So the other 
three felt jealous of him. Dara was more a philosopher 
than a politician. Shujah and Murad were not very 
able. Aurangzeb was the ablest of all. He had many 
qualities. He defeated the royal forces at Samugarh in 
1657-58. He imprisoned his father and killed Dara 
and Murad. Shujah ran away from the country never 
to return. Aurangzeb treated his brother Dara very 
cruelly. Before killing him he took him in a proces- 
sion through the streets of Delhi in a miserable condi- 
tion. Shah Jahan remained in prison for eight years 
and died in 1666 at the age of seventy-four. 


Dara w 
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Character of Shah Jahan. Shah Jahan was kind 
and generous. He was a lover of justice, He was highly 
educated and could speak and write Persian, Turki and 
Hindi. He was a great builder and had fine tastes. He 
was fond of music and could play upon different instru- 
ments. He was a man of family attachment. He loved 
his wife and children very much. He distributed alms 
in the month of Ramzan and sent large sums of money 
to Mecca and Medina. 

GLOSSARY 


Learn the spelling, pronunciation and meaning :— 


Survive survyy To live after the death of 
Support support’ Help, backing 
Make-shift make'-shift Temporary 
Succession suk-sesh'-un The act of succeeding 
Tussle tus‘ el Struggle 

SUMMARY 


Jahangir bad four sons. Tw 
while Shahryar and Khurram liy 
son-in-law of Nur Jahan. 
But her brother, the father- 
come to the throne, 


o of them had died in his life-time, 
ed after him. Shahryar was the 
So she wanted him to be the next king. 
in-law of Khurram, wanted Khurram to 
Khurram succeeded though he had to put down 
many rebellions in his early years of reign. He Sent expeditions to 
Qandhar, Balkh and Badkhashan, but all of them failed. Shah Jahan 
had a love for good buildings. Several Europeans visited his court. 
A severe famine also occurred in 1631-32. His last days were very 
unhappy. A war for the throne broke out among his four sons. 
Aurangzeb succeeded in defeating or killing the other three. He put 
Shah Jahan also into prison. After eight years of imprisonment, he 
died in 1666. 
EXERCISE 
I. How did Shah Jahan cometo the thr 
treat Nur Jahan ? 
Il. Describe the early difficulties of S 
he overcome them ? 


one ? How did he 


hah Jahan. How could 


A 


4 
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Shah Jahan’s administration ? 


TJ. What do you know about 
f Shah Jahan. 


IV. Write a note on the last days 0 
y. Fill up the blanks :— 
(i) Shah Jahan murdere 
come to the throne. 
(ii) Prince Dawar Baksh was the son of——. 
(iii) Shah Jahan’s wife was—~ > the daughter——, the 
brother of ——- 


(iv) The Portuguese were de! 
they—— Indian children. 


(vy) Shah Jahan passed the last——)' 
prison. 


VI. Tick off the correct 
(i) Shahryat was killed by Shah Jahan’s father-in-law. 


(ii) Tavernier and Bernier visited Shah Jahan’s court. 
(iii) Shah Jahan built a fort at Allahabad. 
(iy) Shah Jahan loved Dara very much. 
w) Shah Jahan was fond of music- 
THINGS TO DO 
1. Collect pictures of Shah Jahan and Mu! 


paste them in your note-book. 
Collect pictures of the buildings buil 


and paste them in your note-book. 


d— — persons before he could 


feated by Shah Jahan, because 


ears of his life in 


statements :— 


mtaz Mahal and 


t by Shah Jahan 


w 
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CHAPTER XVIII 
AURANGZEB ALAMGIR 
(1658 A.D.—1707 A.D.) 


After a heavy bloodshed Aurangzeb became 
emperor in 1658 at the age of about forty. He put on 
the title of Alamgir Meaning Conqueror of the World. 
He was the last great Mughal emperor. After him the 
rulers were very weak and the dynasty declined. 


The reign of Aurangzeb brought about a change 
in politics and society. 
Akbar’s policy aimed at peace 
with all, Aurangzeb gave up 
this policy and made every- 
body his enemy. He was a 
staunch Sunni Muslim. The 
Shias, the Rajputs, the Jats 
all became his enemies. The 
chief reason was his religious 
intolerance and narrow min- 
dedness. He again imposed 
Jizia on the Hindus, who got 
very angry. New bowers like 
the Marathas, the Jats and 
the Sikhs also came up. 
Throughout his life, Aurangzeb 
kept fighting with one or the other of them. He did 
another mistake of annexing the Shiah States of Deccan 


to his empire. His empire became too vast and un- 
manageable. 


Aurangzeb in Youth 
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am, 1661-63 A.D. Like other 
emperors, Aurangzeb also wished to extend his 
frontiers to the east. i the governor of Bengal, 
led an expedition agains Raja of Assam. but it 
failed. On his return, he died near Deccan in 1663 A-D. 


akan, 1666 AD. After the death 


Conquest of Ar 

of Mir Jumla, Aurangzeb appointed his maternal uncle 
Shaista Khan as the governor of Bengal. He defeated 
the Raja of Arakan and annexed Chittagong. 

the Maratha chief, 


The Marathas- 
You will learn more 


captured some Mughal territory- 
about Shivaji in the next chapter). ‘Aurangzeb sent 
i but he was killed. Now 


Afzal Khan agains j 
Shaista Khan, the maternal 


uncle of 
but Shivaji 
Poona. Pri 
Raja Jai Sing 
to Shivaji who agreed to come 
to Agra to seS the emperor. 
But he was not given due respect 
when he reached the Mughal 
_ He was made to stand 
among the people of lower ranks 

_ Shivaji became 
uch a behaviour of 
o imprisone Shivaji, after a 
e sick and wished to give alms 
nd sweets used to come to 
he managed to escape 
eets. He reached 
Shivaji continued 


Shivaji 
the emperor, wh 
few days, pretended to b 
to the Brahmans. 12° fruits 4 
him. One night, very cleverly» 

i pasket of sw 


from the priso? jn a 
K ise of 4 sadhu. 


Deccan in the guis 
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to be at war with the Mughals. Aurangzeb, through- 
out his life, could not defeat him. 


The Jats. The Jats were a strong and hardy; 
people who settled near Agra, Delhi and Mathura. The: 
religious policy and heavy taxation of Aurangzeb, 
displeased them. In 1669, they rebelled under their- 
leader Gokal. The rebellion was put down and Gokal| 
was put to death. But the Jats continued to be against: 
the Mughals under Churaman. 


The Satnamis. The Satnamis were a sect of the- 
Hindus, who lived at Narnaul near Delhi. They were: 
religious people. They revolted because one of the tax- 
collectors insulted them. The revolt was suppressed by- 
Aurangzeb. He got Guru Tegh Bahadur also murdered, 
in 1675 in Chandni Chowk at Delhi. 


The Rajputs. The Rajputs, who were the back- 
bone of the Mughal empire, now turned its enemies, 
because of the policy of Aurangzeb. 


Aurangzeb wanted to annex Marwar. He soon, 
got achance to do so. Raja Jaswant Singh Rathor- 
of Marwar (Jodhpur) died in 1678 at Jamrud. His. 
family set out for Marwar. Aurangzeb detained his. 
minor son Ajit Singh at Delhi. The brave Rajput chief 
Durga Das Rathor rescued the child. The Rajputs were 


already angry with Aurangzeb. Now they started a 
war against him. 


Marwar, Mewar and some other Rajput states: 
joined together against Aurangzeb. The Rajputs, under- 
their leader Durga Das Rathor, continued the guerrilla 
warfare for about thirty years. At last Aurangzeb’s, 
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successor accepted Ajit Singh as the independent ruler 
of Marwar. ; 


Aurangzeb and the Deccan, 1682-1707 A.D. 
Aurangzeb spent the last twenty-six years of his life 
fighting in Deccan. The Deccan states were a 
states and Aurangzeb wanted to crush the Shiahs. 
Secondly, he wanted to suppress Shivaji. Thirdly, he 
aimed at extending his empire. These were the reasons, 
that made him proceed to Deccan. 


He conquered Bijapur in 1686. Sikander Adil 
Shah of Bijapur was killed and the state was annexed 
to Aurangzeb’s empire. In 1687 
Golconda was annexed. By 
this time Shivaji had died. The 
Marathas, however, continued 
the war with Aurangzeb. When 
Raja Ram, the younger son of 
Shivaji died, his wife Tara Bai 
took the leadership of the 
Marathas Aurangzeb could not 
crush the Marathas in his life- 
time. He died at Ahmadnagar 
in 1707 and was buried at 
Khuldabad near Daultabad. 


Aurangzeb in Old Age 


The conquest of Decean was a mistake on 
Aurangzeb’s part. Continued wars weakened the army 
as well as the treasury. Since Aurangzeb was away to. 
Deccan, revolts broke out in North India. Governors 
of the provinces did not care much for the central 
power. The empire had grown too large to be con- 
trolled. There were no proper means of communica- 
tion. So it was very difficult to bring and carry mes-. 
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sages from the North to the South, Moreover, when 


Deccan became a part of the Mughal empire, the 
Marathas had a better chance to trouble the Mughals. 


EMPIRE OF 


AURANGZEB 
A.D.1707 


~ 


Instead of coming to the North, the Tavaged the 
Mughal territories in Deccan. This pai T to be 
one of the causes of the downfall of the Mughal empire. - 
Deccan, in fact, proved to be the grave of Aurangzeb. 


Character and Personality of Aurangzeb. Auran 
‘was a staunch Sunni Muslim. He led his personal li 
according to the laws of Quran. It was very simple 
and hard. He was known for his courage and militar 
talent. He was a very good organiser anda great 
scholar. He knew Persian and Hindi and was a master 
of Arabic. He knew the whole of Quran by heart. He 
made no distinction between the rich and the poor 
while giving justice. But he gave respect to his own 
religion only. He could not tolerate other religions. 
His religious policy was just opposite to that of Akbar. 


He never trusted anybody, not even his own sons. 
Asa result, there rosea great gulf between him and 
his children. The princes remained untrained in the 
att of administration. Even his most faithful officers 
got disappointed because of his suspicious nature. 
Nobody co-operated with him whole-heartedly. 


GLOSSARY 
Learn the spelling, pronunciation and meaning :— 
Staunch stawnch, staunch Orthodox 
Unmanageable un-man'-ijable Difficult to manage 
Furious fur'-ious, foo'-rius Very angry 
Guerrilla geril'-ah To take the enemy by 

surprise and run away 

Rayage ray -ij Plunder 

SUMMARY 


Aurangzeb killed or defeated all his brothers and imprisoned 
his father in 1658. He ascended the throne as Alamgir. He changed 
the policy of his great grand-father towards the Hindus. As a result 
he lost their support and the Mughal dynasty declined. The Rajputs, 
the Jats, the Marathas and the Sikhs, all turned against him. He 
passed his life fighting against them. He committed a blunder by 
annexing the Shiah states of Deccan. He now came in direct clash 
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with the Marathas. He passed the last 26 years of his life in 
Deccan. Deccan Proved to be his graveyard. He died in 1707 A.D. 


EXERCISE 
I. How did Aurangzeb come to the throne ? 
Il. Why did Aurangzeb lose the sympathy of the Rajputs, the 
Jats and the Sikhs ? 
III. What do you think of Aurangzeb’s Deccan policy ? Was it 
wise ? What were its results ? 
IV. Write a noteon the character and personality of Aurangzeb 
V. Fill up the blanks :— 
(i) Mir Jumla was the governor of——. He died in—— 
at——. 
(ii) Afzal Khan was killed ij $ 
Gii) Aurangzeb imprisoned Shivaji through the help of Raja 
and prince: ` 
(iv) The Jats rose against Aurangzeb in——. 


©) The Rajputs fought against Aurangzeb under their 
leader ——. 


VI. Tick off the correct statements :— 


@ Deccan proved to be the graveyard of Aurangzeb. 
(ii) Jaswant Singh Rathor’s minor son Ajit Singh ¿was 
imprisoned by Aurangzeb. 
(iii) Aurangzeb’s Suspicious nature was the chief cause of 
his failure. 
(iv) Aurangzeb imposed Jizia on the Hindus. 
(v) Arakan was conquered by Shaista Khan in 1663, 
(vi) The Marathas Proved too strong for the Mughals. 
THINGS TO DO 
1. In an outline map of India, sho 
Aurangzeb’s empire. 
2. Collect pictures of Aurangzeb, Shivaji, Afzal Khan, 
Shaista Khan and Guru Teg Bahadur. 
your note-books, 


w the boundary of 


Paste them in 


CHAPTER XIX 
THE MARATHAS, SIKHS AND JATS 


You have already read that the religious policy of 
Aurangzeb was very unwise. The Hindus took it very 
ill and their martial sections — the Marathas, the Sikhs, 
the Jats and the Rajputs—got enraged. Aurangzeb 
could not understand that the friendship of the Hindus 
was the backbone of the Mughal empire. So the 
Hindus were awakened by a new spirit. This spirit 
caused the downfall of the Mughal empire. We w: 
read about itin the next chapter. About the wars of 
Aurangzeb with the Rajputs, you have read in the last 


chapter. 
THE MARATHAS 


The name Maratha is given to the people who live 
in Maharashtra. Some historians believe that the Mara- 
thas are the descendants of the Rashtrakutas. The Mara- 
the country is a hilly country. So they are very hardy 
and courageous. 

Religious reformers like Gyandev preached Bhakti 
among the Marathas. During the reign of Aurangzeb 
there was a stir in Maharashtra. Teachers like Tuka 
Ram, Ramdas and Eknath tried to awaken the Marathas 
against Aurangzeb. Several Marathas were employed in 
five kingdoms of the South—Ahmednagar, Bidar, 
Berar, Bijapur and Golconda. They were holding high 
posts. So the ground for a national movement had been 
already prepared. Only an able and efficient leader 
was required. Shivaji filled this gap and led the Mara- 


thas against the Mughals. 
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and intelligent. She used to tell the stories of great 
heroes to her son. She wanted Shivaji also to be a great 
hero. Shivaji had 
Dev. who trained him in the art of warfare. He grew 
among the Maratha peasants of the region known as 
Mawala. From his very boyhood he wanted to free his 
country from the Muslim tule. He gathered around 


himself the sons of other Maratha chiefs and formed 
an army of young boys. 


Early Conquests. At the age of nineteen, he began 
his military career, He captured some of the hill-forts 
in the Poona district, In 1646, he captured the fort of 
Torana., This was followed by the conquest of Lohagarh, 
Singhagarh, Purandar and other fortresses in the region. 


War against Bijapur (1656-62 A.D.) After some- 
time Shivaji began to raid the territory of Bijapur, 
The ruler of Bijapur put Shahji (Shivaji’s father) into 
prison. Shivaji remained quiet for some time, In 


1656 he captured Javali followed by the capture of 
Raigarh. Next he invaded Konkan. 


The sultan of Bijapur sent Afzal Khan, a mighty 
general to subdue Shivaji. He won some success and 
Shivaji agreed to an interview. It took place near 
Pratapgarh, but both of them were Suspicious of each 
other. Shivaji wore an armour beneath his dress. He 


—_—_oe 
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wore a baghnakha (steel claws) in his hand and hid it. 
When they embraced each other, Afzal Khan tried to 


Ger 
ea 


EE 
Pear TTA 


Shivaji and Afzal Khan 


kill Shivaji with a dagger. Shivaji slew Afzal Khan with 
his baghnakha. Afzal Khan’s army was attacked and 
routed. At last in 1662, the king of Bijapur made 
peace with Shivaji. He acknowledged him to bean 
inde pendent king. ’ 
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War with the Mughals (1663-80 A.D.) Encouraged 
by his success against Afzal Khan, 
Shivaji ravaged the Mughal territories. 
You have already been told how 
Aurangzeb’s uncle Shaista Khan failed 
to defeat Shivaji. You know also how 


he was imprisoned and how he got 
free. 


After returning to Deccan from 
Aurangzeb’s prison, Shivaji celebrated 
his coronation with great pomp and 
Shaista Khan show in 1674. He assumed the title of 
Chhatrapati and ruled very efficiently. 


He died at Raigarh in i680 A.D. at the age of fifty-three 
only. 


Shiyaji’s Kingdom. Shivaji’s kingdom extended 
from Daman in the north to Karwar in the south. In 
the east it included territories from Baglana to Kolha- 
pur and the districts of Western Karnatak to the Tung- 


bhadra river. A portion of Mysore and Madras states 
was also under him. 


Shivaji’s Administration. Shivaji was a very 
good administrator. His government was based on 
Hindu principles. Though a staunch Hindu, he had 
Muslim officers in his administration. The Raja was the 
head of the state. He was assisted by a council of eight 


ministers known as Ashta Pradhan. The prime minister 
was called the Peshwa. 


The whole territory was divided into provinces, 
districts and viliages. Every province had a governor 
called Mamlatdar. The village head was known as Patel. 
All officers were paid in cash and peasants were looked 
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after properly. The land revenue was fixed at two-fifths 
of the produce. Due care was taken to save the farmers 


from hardship. 


Besides revenue, there were two more taxes which 
were a source of income for the state. They were Chauth 


and Sardeshmukhi. 
Chauth was a tax which the Marathas collected 
d to be saved from plun- 


from the territories that wante 
der and outer attacks. It was one-fourth of the revenue. 
Sardeshmukhi was another tax collected by the Mara- 


thas. They called themselves the Deshmukhs of their 
country. It was one-tenth of the revenue. 


Shivaji’s Army. Shivaji’s army was well organised 
and disciplined. It was graded in different ranks. Sol- 
diers were recruited from all castes without any distinc- 
tion. Shivaji’s soldiers were known for good behaviour 
and protection to the Brahmans, women and cows. 


Shivaji had both infantry and cavalry. Besides, he 
fleet consisted of two hundred 


aty cannon. The commander-in- 
ti. All the booty of war was to 


had navy as well. His 
warships and about eigtl 
chief was called Senapa 
be submitted to the king. 

od of fighting was the guerilla warfare. 
the open field. Every Maratha 
provisions and clothes with him. 
When the enemy’s army 


Their meth 
They never fought in 
soldier had his own 


He could move swiftly. 
forward and the provisions were still behind, 


advanced 
the Marathas came between the two and looted the 
rovisions. Or they suddenly attacked the soldiers 


and killed them. Before the regular army came they 


made their escape. 
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Shivaji’s Character and Personality. Shivaji was a 
born leader. He rose from the humble position of a 
Jagirdar to be the founder of a kingdom. He was one 
of the great Hindu rulers of the Mughal times. He was. 
a brave soldier and capable administrator. He had 
qualities of leadership which enabled him to unite the 


Marathas into a nation. He was a great politician and 
diplomat. 


Shivaji was illiterate but the respected learned men. 
Though a staunch Hindu, he respected the Muslims. 
living in his kingdom. He gave charities to Muslim 
shrines and saints. If in war any Muslims women or 
Quran fell to the hands of his army, he returned them 
with great respect. His private life was very simple and 
pious. He respected his mother very much. He was a 
man of very high character. 


long time. As a result, 
he could not be trained in Statecraft. He was an ease- 
So the power passed into the hands of his 
Peshwa, Balaji Vishwanath, who founded the rule of 
the Peshwas. In all, seven Peshwar ruled the Maratha 
kingdom. Baji Rao I was the second and the ablest 


Peshwa. These seven Peshwas were as below :— 
1. Balaji Vishwanath 2. Baji Rao I 
3. Balaji Baji Rao 4. Madho Rao 
5. 


Narayan Rao 6. Madho Rao Narayan. 
Baji Rao II 


a 
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Baji Rao J, 1720-40 A.D. After the death of the 
first Peshwa Balaji Vishwanath, his son Baji Rao I took 
his place. The first Peshwa was a statesman of a very 


high order. 
Baji Rao was a fine soldier and is known for his. 


bravery and diplomacy. He tried to establish his power 
is leadership the Marathas- 


in North India also. Under h 

conquered Gujarat, Malwa and Bundelkhand. They 
advanced as far as Delhi. They also captured the ports: 
of Salsette and Bassein from the Portuguese. Balaji 
united the Maratha chief toget 


THE SIKHS 

During the reign of Aurangzeb 
powerful in Punjab. You have 
read in an earlier chapter that 
Guru Nanak had founded a 
new sect of the Hindus, called 
the Sikhs. After him there 
came nine more Gurus. They 
were Guru Angad Dev, Guru 
Amar Das, Guru Ram Das, 
Guru Arjun Dev, Guru Har 2 
Govind, Guru Har Rai, Guru P 
Har Kishen, Guru Tegh 
Bahadur and Guru Govind 
Singh. 


her. 


the Sikhs became 


Guru Nanak 


The word Sikh means disciple. The Sikhs believed 

in one God and had n ste distinctions. In 1577, 
Akbar gave them the site of the beautiful tank at 
Amritsar where Guru Ram Das built the Golden Temple. 
Arjun Dev compiled the teachings. 


The fifth Guru y : 
of Guru Nanak in the Granth Sahib. Prince Khusrau, 


o ca 
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son of Jahangir, rebelled and took refuge with the 
Guru. Jahangir ordered to Guru to pay a fine, but 


he refused. The emperor killed the Guru and so the 
Sikhs turned against the Mughals. 


Guru Har Govind fought against Jahangir and 
Shahjahan from the jungles of the Shivalak Hills. The 
ninth Guru Tegh Bahadur was asked by Aurangzeb to 
become a Muslim. On his refusal Aurangzeb killed 
him at Delhi The Gurudwara Shishganj in Chandni 
‘Chowk Delhi was built in his memory. 


Guru Govind Singh was the last and the tenth 
‘Guru of the Sikhs. He was the son of Guru Tegh 
Bahadur. He changed the Sikhs into a martial sect. 
He united the Shikhs into a brotherhood called Khalsa. 
He fought against Aurangzeb. He lost his four sons in 
the fight against the Mughals. He asked the Sikhs not 
to have any Guru after him. He said that the Granth 
‘Sahib was more important than any Guru. Since then 
the Sikhs have been worshipping the Granth Sahib. 

The Sikhs continued their fight under their leader 
Banda Bahadur. He was captured and tortured to 
«death by the Mughal emperor Farrukhsiyar in 1716. 

The Sikhs had their day again, when Ranjit Singh 
(1796-1839) established a Sikh kingdom in Punjab. 


THE JATS 
The jats are a strong and hardy people. They live 
around Delhi and Mathura and are mostly peasants. 
We have seen how they revolted against Aurangzeb 
under the leadership of Gokal. 
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Later, another Jat leader Churaman caused trouble 
ues. Churaman’s power 


aud plundered the Mughal reven 

ieee greatly after Aurangzeb’s death. He founded 

a at dynasty of Bharatpur. Later on, the Jats of 
aratpur became very powerful. You will read about 


Suraj Mal, the leader of the Jats, in Class VIII. 
GLOSSARY 
Learn the spelling, pronunciation and meaning :— 
Martial mar’ shal Warlike 
Hardy hard'-i Tough 
Gap gap Vacancy 
Suspicious suspi -shus Doubtful 
Armour aar'-mur Steel clothes worn by 
arm'-ur warriors 
Rout root, rowt Put to flight 
Infantry in'-fantry Foot force 
Cayalry kav'-elri Horsemen 
Torture taur'-cher Trouble bodily 
sUMMARY 


y of Aurangzeb displeased the Hindus. The 
nd the Jats rose against him. The 
n ordinary position 
d his rise to his 


The unwise polic 
Marathas, the Sikhs, the R 
Marathas rose under Shivaji, who had risen from ® 


to be the founder of the Maratha kingdom. He owe 
mother and teacher Dada He conquered several forts 


and became an independen . Till his death in 1680, 


he remained busy in wats agai He celebrated his 
coronation in 1674. His administration was very pure: Shivaji is a 
e history of Mughal period. The Marathas 

Shivaji’s successors Were 


great personality in th 
gave a death blow tO the Mughal rule. 
t into the hands of the Peshwa. The second 


weak so the power Wen 
reat warrior. 


Peshwa Baji Rao I was 4 £ 
The Sikhs under Guru Govind Singh ca 


Banda Bahadur struck hard at the Mughal power. 
Gokal and Churaman troubled the Mughals. 


ajputs a 


me tobe a martial race. 
The Jats under 


EXERCISE 
I. Describe briefly the early career of Shivaji. 
lI. Describe in detail the administration of Shivaji. 
II. Sum up Shivaji’s character and personality. 
IV. Describe Shivaji’s dealings with Aurangzeb. 
V. Write a note on the rise of the Sikhs and their relations 
with the Mughals. 
VI. Write short notes on :— 
(a) The Jats and Aurangzeb. 
(b) Marathas after Shivaji 
(c) Chauth and Sardeshmukhi. 
(d) Baji Rao I. 
VII. Fill up the blanks :— 
(i) Marathas are believed to be the descendants of the —. 
(ii) Shivaji owed his rise to his mother-- and teacher —. 


(iii) Shivaji was coronated in ——a.p. He put on the title 
of——., 

(iv) Shivaji died in—— a.p. at——. 

©) Maratha prime minister was called the ——, 


(vi) Maratha way of fighting is known as——, 
(ii) The first Peshwa was——, 
(iii) The Granth Sahib was compiled by——, the —th 
Guru, 
(ix) The ‘Khalsa’ was created by , the th Guru. 
(x) Banda Bahadurwas tortured todeath by in 
(xi) The Jat leader who rose against Aurangzeb was 
VII. Tick off the correct statements :— 
(i) The Jat dynasty of Bharatpur was founded by Gokal. 
(ii) The Sikh Guru who was killed by Jahangir was Guru 
Har Govind. 
(iii) The Guru murdered in Chandni Chowk was Guru 
Tegh Bahadur, the 9th Guru. 
(iv) Shivaji was assisted in his administration by Asht 
Pradhan. 
©) Shivaji was a pleasure-loving man. 
THINGS TO DO 
1. In an outline map fof India, mark the boundary of 
Shivaji’s empire. 
Collect pictures of Shivaji, Baji Rao I, Ten Sikh Gurus. 
and paste them in your note-book. 
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CHAPTER XX Ox ne 
LIFE UNDER THE MUGHALS aa 


The Mughal Government. The Mughals were 


able to unite almost the whole of India into a single 
political: unit. The Mughal emperors worked for the 
welfare of the people. They had ministers, yet they had 
unlimited powers. The destiny of the people was in 
their hands. The Hindus were treated by the Mughals 


better than by the Sultans. 

The system of Mughal government had some de- 
fects. It failed to give proper police system and justice 
to the villagers. Their frontier policy also was weak. 
They could not keep Qandhar under them. There were 
no laws of succession. Every dying emperor saw 4 
bloody contest for the throne among his sons. 


Society. Both the Hindus and the Muslims conti- 
nued to evolve a new civilization. They freely mixed up 
and were influenced by the customs of each other. The 
Bhakti Movement continued under the great reformers 


like Eknath and Ramdas. 
ere common though 
was also rigid. 


fluence of caste- 


Sati W 
Caste-system 
om the in 


Child-marriage and 
Akbar tried to stop it. 
Muslims too had to suffer fr 


System. 


The kings and 
Drinking was a Very 


h pomp and show. 
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so many rulers. The Mughals tried to spread education 


by giving stipends to students and lands to teachers and 
scholars. 


Festivals were celebrated with great pomp and 
show. Akbar, Jahangir and Shah Jahan took part in 
the festivals of the Hindus. Rakshabandhan got the 
praise of almost all the Mughal rulers. The Hindus 
also participated in the Muslim festivals. Disease and 
famine were common. Still people kept good health, 
because their food was very healthful. People were: 
happy and villages were self-supporting. Industry was. 
flourishing and trade was brisk. India exported her 
products. Means of communication were poor. 


Religion. The Mughals learnt a lesson from the 
mistakes of the sultans of Delhi. Hindu and Muslim 
saints of this time also did much to bring the Hindus 
and the Muslims nearer. The Mughals treated the- 
Hindus well. They were given high positions in the 


government. Emperors like Akbar went as far as to. 


establish relations with them. Jahangir also continued 
this policy. Dara Shukoh, the eldest son of Shah 
Jahan, had a special love for Hindu religion. Aurangzeb 


departed from this policy. Asa result, the dynasty of` 


the Great Mughals met with its fall. 


Architecture. The Mughals were great builders. 
They built beautiful palaces, mosques, mausoleums and 
other buildings. The Mughal architecture is a mixture 
of Hindu and Persian styles. The mixed style is known 
as Indo-Persian style. 


a 
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Babur had no time to make buildings yet he made 
baths, underground cells etc. k 
Sher Shah Suri’s tomb at 
Sahasram and his mosque and 
Sher Mandal in the old fort of 
Delhi are very fine buildings. 
Akbar built a large number of 
buildings of red sand stone. 
The earliest building of his 
time is the Tomb of Humayun 
at Delhi. This is more in 
the Persian style. Other 
important buildings of his 
time are at Fatehpur Sikri, ESS 
his new capital. They are the Buland Darwaza 


Buland Darwaza, the tomb of I 
Shaikh Chishti, the Juma Masjid, the Diwan-i-Khas, the 
Panch Mahal, 


and the Ibadat 
Khana, etc. He 
built forts at 
Agra and Alla- 
habad. At Sikan- 
dra, near Agra 
is his tomb. He 
himself started 
it and Jahangir 
completed it. 
Hindu art of Rajasthan also. 


Panch Mahal 
Akbar’s buildings show the 


terested in the painting and 
uch in the field of architec- 
ilding of his time is the 


Jahangir was more in 
gardens. He did not dom 
ture. The only important bu 
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tomb of Itmad-ud-dowlah, Nurjahan’s father. It is 
built ofwh ite marble. He was very fond of gardens. 


Nasuri, Nishat and Shalimar gardens in Kashmir are 
his works. 


Shahjahan’s reign brought the golden age in 
Mughal architecture. He made buildings of marble. 
His buildings are more in Persian style. He built the 
city of Shahjahanabad (Delhi) with Red Fort and Juma 
Masjid. Diwan-i-Am and Diwan-i-Khas are worth- 
seeing in the Red Fort. He made the peacock throne 
in Diwan-i-Khas. The most famous buildings is the Taj 
at Agra. The Pearl Mosque in the Red Fort at Agra 
is very beautiful. It is really like a pearl. 


Aurangzeb was not interested in architecture. He 
built only a few Mosques. The Badshahi Mosque at 
Lahore is the copy of Juma Masjid at Delhi. The Moti 
Masjid inside the Red Fort at Delhi was built by him. 

The Hindus also built many buildings in the new 
style. They are the temples at Brindaban, Sonagarh in 
Bundelkhand and the Golden Temple at Amritsar. 

Painting. The art of painting was known to India 
from the ancient times. The Mughals added to it. 
They came with the Persian style but by and by they 
became more and more Indian. Humayun loved 
painting. Akbar was also a great lover of painting. There 
were many Hindu and Muslim painters in his court. 

Jahangir is called the soul of painting. In his 
time the Indian style flourished. Among the painters 
of his time were Abul Hasan, Mansur, Bishan Das, 
Govardhana, Daulat, Ustad and Murad. 


Shahjahan and Aurangzeb were not much inter- 
ested in painting. 
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Progress was made in music also. All the Mughal 
kings, except Aurangzeb were fond of music. Besides 
the court music, the religious music also developed. 
Tansen was the most famous musician of Akbar’s court. 


Literature. The mixture of Hindu and Muslim 
cultures gave a great push to the writing of new lite- 
rature. Hindu works on Philosophy etc. were translated 
into Persian. The Muslims also learnt Hindi, Bengali 
and Punjabi languages. Poets like Rahim, Raskhan and 
poetess Taj composed Hindi poetry. Malik Muhammad 
Jaysi wrote the great epic Padmavat. It is the story of 
the great Rani Padmani of Chittor. The Mughals patro- 
nised Hindi poets in their courts. All the Mughal kings 
‘knew Hindi. Aurangzeb, who was so much against the 
Hindus, used to write letters to his father in Hindi. 
Two great Hindi poets of this age were Tulsidas and 
Surdas. Tulsidas wrote Ramcharitmanas. Surdas was 
a great singer and poet. He composed Sursagar in 
praise of Lord Krishna. Another poet Sunder was the 
poet laureate of Shahjahan’s court. Other famous Hindi 
poets of this age are Keshav, Bihari, Bhushan and Lal. 


Urdu poetry flourished in Bijapur and Golconda. 
The greatest Urdu poet was Wali. Nasrati was the 
court poet of Ali Adil Shah. After Aurangzeb’s death 
Urdu poetry continued its progress. The famous poets 
of the later Mughal times are Ghalib, Shah Nasir, Zauq 


and Maumin. 


Bengali literature also developed. Bengal pro- 
duced poets like Kashi Ramadas, Mukanda Ram and 
Ghana Ram. They mostly wrote about saint Chaitanya 


Mahaprabhu. 
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Persian literature also developed. In addition to 
translations, many original works were written. Faizi, 
the poet of Akbar’s court, wrote ‘Nal Daman’. The 
other poets were Naziri and Urfi. 

There were many historians in his time. The 
most famous of them are Abul Fazal, Ahmad Badaoni, 
Farishta, Abdul Hamid Lahori and Khafi Khan. Abul 
Fazal was the court historian of Akbar. He wrote 
Akbarnamah. The Hindu historians were Sujan Rai 
Khatri, Ishwar Das Nagar and Bhimsen. Their writings 
throw light on the events of that age. 

The Mughal princesses Jahanara (daughter of Shah 
Jahan) and Zeb-ul-Nisa (daughter of Aurangzeb) were 
very good poetesses. Nurjahan also composed verses. 


GLOSSARY 
Learn the spelling, pronunciation and meaning :— 
Contest kon'-test Struggle 
Evil ev'-il, ee'-yil Bad practice 
Rigid ri'-gid, rij'-id’ Strict, hard 
Verses versiz Poetry 
SUMMARY 


The Mughals gave practical unity to the country. They were 
much better than the Sultans and under them the Hindus got good 
treatment. The police system and justice were not good in the rural 
areas. The frontier policy of the Mughals became weak after Akbar. 
Society was having a new civilisation. Caste-system was rigid and 
child-marriage and sati were common, Drinking was a common vice. 
The Hindus and the Muslims mixed freely. The Mughals were tole- 
rant towards Hinduism. Only Aurangzeb was a bigot. The Mughals 
were very fond of architecture, painting and music. Arts made 
remarkable progress under them. History was also written. 

EXERCISE 


Write a brief note on government, society and religion 
under the Mughals. 


I. 
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H. How did various arts make progress under the Mughals ? 


TJ. Name :— 
(@ 15 buildings of the Mughal Age along with their 
builder. 
(b) Five historians of the Mughal times. 
(c) Five Urdu poets of the Mughal times. 
(d) Five Hindu poets of the Mughal times. 
IV. Whom do youthink tobe the best Mughal emperor ? 
Give reasons. 
V. Who was the Mughalemperor very fond of gardens. Name 
there gardens laid out under him. 
VI. Fill up the blanks -— 
(@ The frontier policy of the Mughals was 
(b) The Mughals had laws of succession. 
(c) The caste-system influenced the also during the 
Mughal period. 
(d) The Hindu festival that got praise from all the 
Mughal emperors was J 
(e) Two Mughal emperors who were very fond of archi- 
tecture were and 
(Sf) is known as the soul of painting. 
VII. Tick off the correct statements :— 
(a) Akbar was very fond of music. 
(b) Bishan Das was a painter of Akbar’s court. 
(c) Tansen was a singer of Jahangir’s court. 
(d) Nal Daman was written by Abul Fazal. 
(e) Akbarnama was written by Faizi. 


VIII. Match the works against their authors or builders :— 


1. Faizi 1. Sursagar 

2. Abul Fazal 2. Panch Mahal 

3. Surdas 3. Taj Mahal 

4, Shah Jahan 4. Ramcharitmanas 

5. Akbar 5. Akbarnamah 

6. Aurangzeb 6. Moti Masjid at Delhi 
7. Tulsi Das 7. Nal Daman 


THINGS TO DO 
Collect pictures of the buildings mentioned in this chapter and 
paste them in your note-book. 


CHAPTER XXI 
DECLINE OF THE MUGHAL EMPIRE 


Though an able man, Aurangzeb failed to rule 
efficiently. There were many reasons that led to his 
failure. Two of them were his religious policy and 
Deccan conquests. After Aurangzeb, the Mughal empire 
declined because the rulers were very weak. In the 
absence of powerful kings many independent kingdoms 
came up. It Jed to foreign invasions and even European 
traders contested for the throne. At last the British 
established their rule in India. 


Let us see the course of events till the Europeans 
came to India. You have read that at the end of Shah 
Jahan’s region, there was a war of succession for the 
throne. The same thing was repeated among three sons 
of Aurangzeb, Muazzam, Azam and Kambaksh after his 
death. Prince Muazzam came out successful and he 
ascended the throne in 1707 A.D. under the title of 


Bahadur Shah. But he was old and inefficient ; he died 
in 1712 A.D. 


Again a war of succession was fought among the 
sons of Bahadur Shah. Jahandar Shah became king, 
but two brothers Hussain Ali and Abdullah became very 
powerful. They are known as Sayyid Brothers in history. 
They made and un-made kings as and when they liked. 
They got Jahandar murdered and put Farrukh Siyar on 
the throne. Farrukh Siyar ruled from 1713 to 1719 A.D. 
He ordered to kill Banda Bahadur, the leader of the 
Sikhs. You remember, Sir Thomas Roe gota firman from 
Jahangir to trade with India. Dr. Hamilton, another 
Englishman, cured Farrukh Siyar of a disease. He got 
in reward the permission to carry on duty- 
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Bengal. The Sayyid Brothers got Farrukh Siyar mur- 
gered because he did not want to be a puppet in their 
ands. 


After him Muhammad Shah Rangila was put_on 
-the throne. Muhammad Shah ruled from 1719 to 1748. 
He was very busy in marry-making ; that’s why he is 
‘known an Rangila. 

New Kingdoms. During the reign of Muhammad 
‘Shah, three new Muslim states arose. Ali Vardi Khan, 
the governor of Bengal, declared independent in 1740. 
‘Sa’adat Ali Khan established his independent kingdom 
in!Oudh and Nizam-ul-Mulk in Deccan. Thus the power 
.of the Mughals was divided against itself. The state of 
‘Deccan (Hyderabad) remained intact till 1748. 

Two dreadful foreign invasions made the: Mughal 
«empire still weaker. They were the invasions of Nadir 
Shah and Ahmad Shah Abdali. 

Invasion of Nadir Shah, 1739 AD. Nadir Shah 
«ame during the reign of Moham- 
mad Shah Rangila. He was a 
shepherd, but by dint of his 
-ability he became the king of 
Persia in 1736. He conquered 
‘Qandhar and many Afghans came 
to India as refugees. Nadir Shah 
-found an excuse to invade India. | 
He sent word to Mohammad 
‘Shah to return those Afghans. 
Mohammad Shah did not send 
any reply. Nadir Shah invaded 
India and reached Karnal with- 
out opposition. Then he marched 
to Delhi and defeated the Mughal 


army. 
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Nadir Shah entered Delhi in triumph and stayed 
in the palace near the Diwan-i-Khas in the Red Fort. 
Soon a false rumour spread that Nadir Shah was killed.. 
Nadir Shah got angry at this rumour and ordered a. 
general massacre which lasted for eight hours. Thousands. 
of people were put to death. At last at the request of 
Mohammad Shah the Massacre was stopped. After 
staying for two months in Delhi, Nadir Shah went back 
to Persia with a large amount of wealth and booty. He 
also took the Koh-i-noor Diamond and the Peacock 
Throne built by Shah Jahan. The Mughal territory” 
beyond the Indus was annexed to his empire. 


The invasion of Nadir Shah gave a hard blow to: 


the Mughal empire, Also, it gave a chance to the Mara-. 
thas to rise in power. 


Invasion of Ahmad Shah Abdali, 1761 A.D. Ahmad’ 
Shah was the ablest general or Nadir Shah. Somebody 
Killed Nadir Shah and So after his death. Ahmad Shah 
became the independent king of Afghanistan. He 
invaded India several times and occupied Punjab and! 
sacked Delhi. 


His most important invasion was during the reign 
of Shah Alam II in 1761. He defeated the Marathas in 
the Third Battle of Panipat. The Mughals came to be 
weakened all the more. This invasion gave a death. 
blow to the Maratha power also. 


He fought against the Marathas because they had 
captured Lahore. The Marathas prepared a large army 
under the command of Sadashiv Rao. The Rajputs and. 
the Jats also helped them. They had a well trained 
cavalry, infanty and artillery commanded by Ibrahim 
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Gardi. But the Marathas were defeated because they 
-were not used to fighting in an open field. 

Successors of Muhammad Shah were kings in 
‘name only. Two of them were Shah Alam II, and 
Bahadur Shah II. Shah Alam gave the Diwani of 
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa to the English. Bahadar Shah 
II was the last Mughal king. He was the leader of 
Indian princes who fought for independence against the 
British in 1857. The British defeated the Indian princes. 
Bahadur Shah II was imprisoned and sent to Rangoon 
where he died in 1862. Thus the Mughal empire came 


to an end. 


Causes of the Downfall. You have read about 
two main causes of the downfall of the Mughal empire. 
‘They were the religious policy of Aurangzeb and his 
Deccan conquests. Moreover, the successors of Aurang- 
zeb were weak. Their army also was weak and inefficient. 
It the Mughals had a navy, it could perhaps have put a 
check on the European powers. 

The rise of the Marathas, the Sikhs and the Jats 
also weakened the Mughal authority. There wrs no law 
of succession among the Mughals. The wars for the 
throne weakened the Mughal strength. The indepen- 
dence of the states like Bengal, Oudh and Deccan added 
to the weakness of the empire. 


There was no unity among the Mughal nobles. 
They were jealous of one another. This created hurdles 
in carrying out a good administration. 

Lastly, the invasions of Nadir Shah and Ahmad 
Shah Abdali gave death blows to the Mughal empire. 
The British captured the Mughal throne in 1857. 
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GLOSSARY 
Learn the spelling, pronunciation and meaning :— 
Efficiently ifi'-shen-tli In a very good manner 
Refugees refoogee’s Displaced persons 
Opposition op-o-zi'-shun, Resistance, fight 
oppozish'-un ` 
Rumour roo'-mer, room'-er Hearsay 
Booty boot-i Plundered goods 
Sack sak Loot 
Hurdle hur'-del Hindrance 
SUMMARY 


The unwise policy of Aurangzeb enraged the Hindus. So the- 
Marathas, the Sikhs, the Jats and the Rajputs started striking at 
the Mughal empire. Aurangzeb and his successors failed to face the: 
Maratha. During the reign of Mohammad Shah Rangila three- 
Muslims states—Bengal, Oudh and Deccan — declared indepen-- 
dence. The invasions of Nadir Shah and Ahmad Shah Abdali 
gave death blows to the empire of the great Mughals. At last the: 
British ousted the Mughals and set up their own rule in India. 


EXERCISE 
I. What were the causes of the downfall of the Mughal’ 
empire ? 
JI. Describe briefly the invasions of Nadir Shah and Ahmed. 
Shah Abdali. What were their effects ? 


I. Fill up the blanks :— 


(a) Three Muslims states that arose during Mohammad 
Shah Rangila’s reign were ——, —and——. - 
(b) The state that remained in tact till the 


modern times. 
was the state of ——. 


(c) Banda Bahadur was tortured to death by ——who . 
ruled from——A.D. to—— A.D. 

(d) Aurangzeb was succeeded by his son ——who came - 
to the throne the under title of——., 

(e) In the Third Battle of Pani 


pat, the Maratha artillery - 
was under——., 
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(f) Farrukh Siyar was cured by——. 

(g) Nadir Shah seized the throne of Persia in——. 

(h) Nadir Shah carried away—— built by Shah Jahan. 

(i) Ahmad Shah Abdali invaded Delhi during the reign 
of ——in——A.D. 

(j) The general who led the Maratha army against 
Abdali was ——. 

IV. Tick off the correct statements :— 

(a) Nadir Shah invaded India in 1761. 

(b) Abdali ordered a general massacre in Delhi. 

(c) Bahadur Shah II died in 1862 in Rangoon. 

(a) Two Sayyid brothers who came to power at the 
Mughal court were Abdulla and Hussain Ali. 


THINGS TO DO 
1. Collect the pictures of Nadir Shah and Nizam-ul-Mulk and 
paste them in your note-book. 


2. Visit the Red Fort in Delhi and see there the palace of 
Bahadur Shah, the last Mughal emperor. 


X gnusa Tion FOR Wo 


IMPORTANT DATES 
RAJPUT PERIOD 


A.D. (Anno Domini) 


1017 
985-1018 


1018-1035 


1018-1060 
1178 
1191 
1192 
1199 


570 
622 
632 
712 
997 


1001 
1026 


Lalitaditya ruled Kashmir. 

Birth of Kumaril Bhatt. 

Gopala founds the Pala kingdom. 

Dantidurga ruled Maharashtra. 

Birth of Shankaracharya. 

Amoghavarsha ruled Maharashtra. 

Taila II founds the Chalukya dynasty 

of Kalyani. 

Birth of Ramanuj. 

Rajaraja the Great ruled the Chola 

kingdom. 

Rajendra Chola ruled the Chola 

kingdom. 

Bhoj I ruled Malwa. 

Prithvi Raj weds Samyukta. i 

Prithvi Raj Chauhan defeats Ghori. 

Gori defeats and kills Prithvi Raj. 

Birth of Madhavacharya. 
MEDIEVAL PERIOD 

Birth of Hazrat Mohammad. 

Hazarat Mohammad runs to Medina. 

Death of Hazrat Mohammad. 

Arab Invasion of Sind. 

Mahmud Ghaznavi comes to the 

throne. 

Mahmud defeats Jaipala. 

Mahmud attacks Somnath. 
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1030 
1173 
1185 
1194 
1206 
1208 
1210 
1211 
1236 
1236 
1240 
1246 
1266 
1286 
1290 
1296 
1316 
1320 
1325 


1326 


1336 
1347 
1351 
1388 
1398 
1414-1451 
1451-1526 
1485 
1509 
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Death of Mahmud. 

Ghori comes to the throne of Ghazni. 
Ghori captures Lahore. 

Ghori conquers Kanauj. 

Death of Ghori. 

Aibek becomes Sultan. 

Death of Aibek. 

Iltutmish comes to the throne. 
Death of Iltutmish. 

Enthronement of Razia. 


Death of Razia. 

Nasir-ud-din comes to the throne. 
Balban comes to the throne. 

Death of Balban. 

Jalal-ud-din founds Khalji dynasty. 
Ala-ud-din comes to the throne. 
Death of Ala-ud-din. 

Ghazi Malik founds Tughlaq dynasty. 
Mohammad Tughlaq comes to the 
throne. 

Mohammad Tughlaq transfers his 
capital of Daultabad. 

Vijayanagar Empire founded. 
Bahmani Kingdom founded. 

Firoz Tughlaq comes to the throne. 
Death of Firoz Tughlaq. 

Timur invades India. 

Sayyid Sultans rule over India. 
Lodhi Sultans rule over India. 

Birth of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. 
Krishnadev Raya comes to the throne 


of Vijayanagar. 


First Battle of Panipat. 

Death of Babur. 

Battle of Chausa. 

Humayun runs from India. 

Death of Sher Shah Suri. 
Humayun reconquers India. 

Akbar comes to the throne, Second 
Battle of Panipat. 

Battle of Talikot. 

Birth of Salim. 

Battle of Haldighat. 

Revolt of Salim. 

Akbar’s death. 

Revolt of Khurram. 

Death of Jahangir, Birth of Shivaji. 
Shahjahan comes to the throne. 
Death of Mumtaz Mahal. 

Battle of Samugarh, Aurangzeb comes 
to the throne. 

Death of Shahjahan. 

Death of Shivaji. 

Death of Aurangzeb. 

Death of Bahadur Shah I. 

Farrukh Siyar comes to the throne. 
Death of Farrukh Siyar. 


